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Time and again, Afghanistan has proved the pundits 
wrong. It remains an unpredictable country, more 
so in present times when it is at the mercy of armed 
bands and is vulnerable to foreign interference due 
to a weak economy and lack of a central authority. Events in 
late August and early September once again showed that 
the battle for Kabul is far from over. In fact, the Taliban mil- 
itary comeback at the expense of the Rabbani government 
in southwestern and western Afghanistan, only signalled the 
start of yet another round m the protracted struggle for 
power in that unfortunate country. 

For the second time in their one-year existence, the 'M- 
iban have exhibited a mihtary muscle that over the past as- 
sumed mythical proportions. Their almost unchallenged ini- 
tial sweep last year through a swathe of territory 
comprismg ten provinces fuelled speculations about their 
metaphysical existence. But the myth was shattered when 
they met their match in the Rabbani-Masood combine hold- 
ing Kabul. However, te-second coitfihg of the ^ban is is 
dramatic as the first one, because they worsted government 
forces in places deemed impregnable Uke Sheendhand and 
Herat, ttetmrfitg of Qie Taiban blitzkrieg is even more sig- 
nificant because it happened at a time when the Rabbani 
government, owing to its growing mihtary strength had be- 
come dismissive of rival groups clamouring for transfer of 
power. It was also beginning to ignore UN, OIC and other 
mediators wanting to find a peaceful solution to the Afghan 
conflict. 

The latest Taliban mihtary advances havebraughtto the 
fore certam new realities. For the first time, the largely 
Pashto-speakmg Tahban have entered provmces hke Herat 
which are dommated by Persian-speakers. Its true that a 
number of Tahban are Persian-speakers, but the fact re- 
mains that the movement of rehgious students is dominated 
by Pashtoons heatlquAlefi^in todaftar. The "Mban are 
desperate to make iru-oads mto northern Afghanistan and 
other non-Pashtoon areas to dispel the impression that they 
are ah Ifthnie-based orgariEatort; The way they deal with 
non-Pashtoons and Persian-speakers in F^rah, Nimruz, 
Herat and Ghor would establish their claims that their 
movemertt encompasses true behevers irrespective of race, 
caste, language and sect. 

Another new reahty is the occupation of areas border- 
mg Iran by the Tahban, who bemg Sunnis are distrusted by 
Tehran's Shia rulers. The fact that the former Herat Gover- 
nor, Ismail Khan, and his supporters took refuge in Iran 
after his ouster shows Tehran's importance as a player m 
AfgHan pohtics. Already, certam anti-Rabbani elements are 
talking of an Iran-backed attempt by either Ismail Khan, 
who stands discredited in the eyes of Ahmad Shah Masood,' 
or his deputy AllauddW IChan to retake Herat. In view of 
their overstretched resources in the 14 provinces under 
theu- control, the Taliban would be hard-pressed to consol- 
idate their gams, guard against attacks by defeated mu- 
jahideen commanders and provide nMfflpawer and resources 
for their new military campaigns, especially the one for con- 
trol of Kabul. 

On accotmt of its pragmatic Afghan policy, Tehran could 
be expected to befriend the Tahban as it did m case of Dr 
Najibullah's regune m Kabul and even the Rabbani adnun- 
istration after its victory against the Shia Hezb-i-Wahdat led 
by late Abdul Ah Mazari. The Tahban, too, have pledged to 
forge friendly ties with Iran. But certam emergency moves 
by Tehran, Uke seahng of its border, warning to the Afghan 
combatants to keep away Iroin the kan-Afghan border, and 
its decision to grant refuge to Ismail Khan and his support- 
ers have created doubts as to its mtentions. 

Another significant outcome of Tahban victories in west- 
ern Afghanistaii,. is their coming face to/ace^r the&stiljine,; 



with Gen. Dostum's troops, who control Badghis provmce 
bordering Herat. In the past, the Tahban refused to form an 
anti-Rabbani aUiance with Dostum on the plea that he was a 
former communist, hi fact, the TMban also declined offers to 
join hands with miuahideen groups like Hezb-i4Mami (Hek- 
matyar) by argumg that theu- hands were red with the blood 
of theu: fellow Afghans and that they had failed to enforce 
an Islaflmic ^Stem a§ promised during the 'jehad'. But it ap- 
pears the Tahban m the wake of theh earher defeats have 
become more pragmatic and are now vwlhng to enter mto 
loose alhanceS with not only Hekmatyar but also Dostum. 

The recent mihtary coordmation betweea the anti-Rab- 
bani forces, though not made pubhc, is one proof of a secret 
understiandttng between them. Instead of separately fighting 
the government, the opposition opened i!w fronts- Saiaiig, 
Bamian, Badghis, Sarobi and Herat - to exert maximum 
pressure on the Rabbani-Masood combme. Air strikes by 
Dostum's jet-fighters on Bagram, Herat and Sheendnana 
airbases not only inflicted heavy losses on Rabbani's ah- 
force, but also made the job of Tahban fighters easier, as in 
the past it was Kabul's superiority m the ak which halted 
their victory march. It is also said that the Tahban ak force 
was made fuUy operational by technicians sent by Doteim. 

However, the Tahban hi a bid to preserve the puritan 
character of their movement are still unwilling to 
pubhcly enter into any aUiance with Dostum. 
They don't want to antagonise Iheh- rank-and file who ap- 
parently want to stay clear of both Dostum and some of the 
mi^ahideen groups m accordance with theh" origmal pol- 
icy It is thus likely that hi even! of the faU of the Rabbani 
government, the victors rangmg from Talitei to DoSMm 
to Hezb-i-lslami (Hekmatyar) could start fighting 
among themselves. That would be the next round of the 
mihtary confhct. Besides, one shouldn't underestunate the 
capabihty of the Rabbani-Masood combme from staguig a 
guerilla war against any new government that emerges m 
Kabul. 

But all tills would have to wait until the Rabbani gov- 
ernment is ousted from power. That remams the mam con- 
cern of all its opponents, who have so often been frustrated 
ui theh endeavour 'to capture Kabul. As things stand, none 
iriOfrthe afmed#Qup^ alone is capable of ryh^^Afgiianistan 

or even holdmg Kabul. Rabbani reaUsed the truth rather late 
and his writ now extends to httie more than four provmces 
m a country with 32 provinces. The same fate could befall 
the Taliban or Dostum because all these groups cannot 
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.claim to, represent the MgJian people tod were never ^ven 
a mandate to rule them. The balance of power in 
Afghanistan has altered on quite a few occasions and could 
change again. None could figure out until a couple of weeks 
ago that the Rabbani government could become so weak to 
invite talk. of its possible collapse. From a position of 
strength, the Rabbani government in a matter of weeks has 
been reduced to one of the weakest to rule Afghanistan in 
recent history. 

The pro-Zahir Shah forces in Afghanistan believe that the 
Taliban would eventually agree to the return of the ex- 
monarch to head an interim government. That may be one 
reason why they are supporting the Taliban, even though 
the latter have yet to give any such inclination. In fact, all 
those opposed to Rabbani are rooting for the Taliban, al- 
though some of them privately question the type of regi- 
mented Islamic society they may establish once coming into 
power. A glimpse of the Taliban rule is already on view in 
the 14 provinces under their control. Strict enforcement of 
Shariah like public execution under Qisas for murders, am- 
putation of hands and feet for thefts, ban on some sports 
Uke football and chess, purdah for women, discouraging 
women fi:om working outside their homes and closing down 
some of the schools for girl$ are decisions which wouldn't 
find favour with ma^iy people^ 

ine role ot the United Nations in brokering peace and 
establishing a broadbased interim government is still 
deemed crucial, even though its credibility has suffered 
owing to its failures in context of Afghanistan in the past. 
It has to act quickly because a weakened Rabbani may now 
be willing to agree to a transfer of power. In the past, his 
excuse for not stepping down when his extended term as 
president expired on December 28, 1994, was the absence 
of a credible alternate authority to replace him. The UN 
peace mission headed by Mahmoud Mestiri is best placed 
to create such an authority in consultation with all parties to 
the conflict. It indeed is an uphill task because agreement 
on the names of Afghans in the transitional government 
would be difficult to achieve. Moreover, an even bigger task 
would be to make a transitional administration work and 
stand on its feet. The UN ought to raise a neutral force to 
defend the transitional set-up and serve as the basis for a 
national, army. The formulation of the country's constitu- 
tion, holding of Loya Jirga or some other forum to elect a 
future government, and finally general elections if condi- 
tions permit, would be the next milestones for an interim 
government. 

It is clear that the path to peace and pohtical stability in 
Afghanistan is littered with minefields. With so many 
claimants to power, mostly backed by outside sympathisers, 
any peace process could get derailed at the slightest provo- 
cation. The UN after its successive failures, notably its in- 
ability to provide a safe passage to former president Dr Na- 
jibuUah after his willingness to step down as part of the UN 
peace plan, is extra cautious this time around. It has de- 
clined to give a peace formula of its own and is instead in- 
sisting that the Afghans themselves devise a plan for trans- 
fer of power. Neighbouring states like Pakistan and Iran too 
are reluctant to broker another power-sharing agreement 
in view of failure of earlier accords. 

The US and other Western states have gradually dis- 
tanced themselves firom the mess that is Afghanistan. The 
Afghans are thus largely left to fend for themselves, though 
the blame must squarely rest with their own power-hungry 
leaders. It is time the world Ustened to the agony of the 
Afghan people and saved them from an impendirjg cgXas- 
trophe, which is waiting to engulf an already^epstetedi 
Kabul in yet anotlier battle for the AJghian capi^l^^ 



Afghanistan on 
threshold of chaos 
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he situation iii Afghanistan is hurtling towrards 
another round of bitter fighting over Kabul, be- 
tween the forces of besieged Prof. Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and those of the Taliban. The Uzbek 
militia of Gen. Dostum in the north is expected to also 
enter the fray at a time of its choosing. The reported ne- 
gotiations between Rabbani and Taliban over a peace plan 
to spare the city have failed, vrith the latter demanding 
total capitulation. The special envoy of the UN Secretary 
General to Afghanistan, Mr Melunud Mestiri, who has re- 
sumed his mediatory mission, apparently is still holding 
talks with the various players in the bloody confUct. 

Pakistan and Iran, the two immediate neiglibours of the 
troubled country, who are most concerned with the situa- 
tion, have extended full support to the UN initiative for re- 
solving the Afghan problem. It is not clear whether they 
are referring to the existing UN plan for holding elections 
in the country which never took off, or the current effort 
to disengage the forces. It is believed that Mr Mestiri |is 
trying to bring about a cease-fire as a pre-requisite to 
make talks between the various war groups possible. 

However, reports suggest that the Taliban who have 
managed some spectacular successes for the second time, 
particularly in western Afghanistan, are loathe to forego 
this opportunity of staging the final assault on the capital. 
With their dramatic emergence still shrouded in mystery, 
they have come a long way to reach the gates of Kabul. 
But what is even more uncertain is just what plans they 
have in nund if they succeed in extending the fiat over 
much of the country. 

Iran, in spite of sharing a conmion approach with Pak- 
istan on the issue of Afghanistan, is none too happy about 
the TaUban factor Its leaders take a bleak view of this lat- 
est entrant in the already over-crowded field of warlords, 
tracing its genealogy to powers which Teheran considers 
none too favourably Islamabad too has been blamed by 
some of the Iranian leaders and media, as the Taliban 
emerged from the Pakistani side of the border Their cap- 
ture of three Persian speaking, largely non-Pashtun west- 
ern provinces, which border Iran, heightened Teheran's 
fears. 

V The impending violence in Kabul must be considered 
with great concern, as apart frorti th.e )^,rp.O^*Ke(j,^|^^ 
cause, the result could worsen tlie situation for 
AfghanisL-m, internally and externally Both Pakistan and 
Iran should make a joint effort to prevent.the country from 
plunging into utter chaos, with the neighbouring states 
having to take the brimt of the fall-out. A fresh exodus of 
refugees fleeing the war as well as ethnic and sectarian per- 
secution will pour into the two states - Iran and Pakistan - 
which have ah^eady paid a high price for their support to 
the Afghan "Jehad." At the same time, Afghanistan itself will 
experience conditions which would take it back several 
centuries, destroying the last traces of the unique civilisa- 
tion and culture that distinguish the Afglian people. 
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Ah, peace 



KANDAHAR 



T TOW happy I am," mns a Pushto 

XX couplet posted over a doorway in a 
Taliban office in Kandahar, "that now I 
have seen the coat of Muhammad Omar." 

Muhammad Omar is the founder and 
leader of the Taliban movement which 
arose in Kandahar province last year, 
cleansed the region of its quarrelling fac- 
tions and went on to gain control of the 
south-western half of Afghanistan. 

In the ancient royal city of Kandahar, 
presided over by the battered blue dome of 
the tomb of Afghanistan's first king, the 
Taliban are overwhelmingly popular* They 
have displaced the chaotic mu|th«ddin 
who took over the city from the communist 
government in 1992— and then divided it 
between four cortmanders, who began 
bickering among themselves. In the general 
atmosphere of lawlessness, wild young ex- 




guerrillas did as they pleased. So many 
checkpoints extorted money from travellers 
to Herat or Pakistan that trade became al- 
most impossible. 

Few of these bandit-mujaheddin 
wanted to fight the Taliban, with their repu- 
tation for holiness, and the militia imposed 
its authority with little bldodshierf. The 
Taliban rapidly disarmed the bandils and 
cleared away the checkpoints. Today, guns 
are rarely seen and traffic flows busily.^ 

Since the Taliban captured Herat in 
September^ al^ with little bloodshed, the 
flow of goods from Iran has increased. Hun- 
dreds of shiny Japanese cars bearing "uae 
Export" licence plates and barrels of ch-^p 
Iranian oil now sit on the Pakistani border; 
waiting to be smuggled across in due course. 

The Taliban have brought not only 
peace, but also an able administration. Gov- 
ernment buildings, schools and hospitals 
are being repaired, often with the help of the 
United Nations and western aid agencies, 
which have arrived along with the new- 
found security. Refugee are returning and 
people are rebuilding houses and shops. 

The puritan excesses of the early days are 
subsiding. The Taliban leadership is mod- 
erate, essentially favouring the traditional 
Islam of rural Afghanistan. Anyway, many 



Finland hands over 1 6 
mobile offices for Afghanistan 



By Mariana Baabar 

ISLAMABAD: Wliile the leaders of - 
Afghanistan remain busy destroying 
tlieir own nation, the gepple of a 
country as far away Ss ftratttd ¥e- 
main busy sending in humanitarian 
assistance.' • "The' pfeople of Finhnd 
pray for peace in' Afghanistan and 
support their government's effoT;t$ 
in assisting tlie Afghans," said 
Ciiarge d'Affaires of Finland, Mikko 
Pyhaia. The occasioh waisWe liattd- 
ing over of 16 mobile office build- 
ings to the emergency humanitai ian 
programme for Afghanistan, Iain' 
Mansfield, and the Afghanistan 
country director of the World Fbod 
Programme. On display were two 
mobile offices. These mobile offices 
can be mounted in to a building in 
two hours and in to a fully furnished 
office in six hours. ^ ■ 



The office can be packed again 
in a few hours and trucked away. 
Given the situation inside 
Afghanistan this should be often 
enough. A look inside tempts one to 
have a quick exchange with one's 
existing one. birch wood with an 
^Sxquisit«■^lmsh-are used on table 
tops; -' •■" ' ' 

; The glass windows are tinted to 
keep the temperature just right. Ttie 
system runs on a generator if tliere 
is nd«see^ to ^etrreity Ltfeky in- 
dividual will have tlie facility of hav- 
ing a fridge, cooking range and 
"'room IMters. There is even a waSh- 
room for which a pit luis to be dug. 

Interestingly there is no packag- 
ing material to dispose of These of- 
fices have cost the Finnish Govern- 
ment US $75,000. Tlie offices will 
be placed in Mazar-i-Sliarif Kanda- 
har, Jalalabad, Herat and other sites. 
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of the young hotheads in the militia have 
gone off to trv' to capture Kabul. Women 
were initially kept out of the bazaars. They 
are now allowed in, although they must 
wear the all-concealing hurqa. It is unlikely 
they will be allowed to work in public 
places. Giris were sent home from tim: 
schools, but, following requests from their 
parents, their schooling will no doubt be re- 
sumed, though separately from boys. Foot- 
ball, once banned, is now allowed. 

The religious students in their 20s and 
30s who are the backbone of the movement 
have welcomed into their ranks like- 
minded mujaheddin from various political 
parties, or former government men. A fair 
number of Pakistani religious students from 
the Pathan border region have joined the 



laiioan. Pathan tribes on both sides of the 
border have always been involved in Af- 
ghan politics. 

The Kabul government has accused Pa- 
kistan of supporting the Taliban. Despite 
denials, Pakistan's preference for the 
Taliban is obvious, but it is unclear whether 
it is providing advice, money or weapons. 
The Taliban have plenty of captured weap- 
ons, and they have received large donations 
of money from Kandahari businessmen. 

Taliban officials in Kandahar are confi- 
dent that Kabul will soon fall to them. They 
say they will apply military pressure until 
government supporters see the light and 
join their purer islamic brethren. Then, say 
many Taliban, they want Muhammad 
Omar td be president. 

^ ..1.^ . .M 

THE ECONOMIST OCTOBER 28th 1995 
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Dostum meets former 
comrades in Moscow 




According to an Afghan source, 
ex-communist militia leader General 
Abdur Rashid Dostum met in Moscow 
with members of the defunct People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan in 
April. In this meeting, in which over 
100 people attended, Dostum de- 
scribed the developments leading 
to the collapse of the former 
communist regime as follows: 

"I was not responsible 
for the fall of the NajibuUah 
regime. I and my colleagues 
did everything possible to solve the 
differences created between Kabul and 
the northern provinces in a friendly 
manner. But Najib insisted on his stand 
and wanted to replace my people, espe- 
cially the military commanders,' in 
Balkh, Faryab and Jawzjan. He did not 
pay any attention to my views and ad- 
vice. Here are people who can confirm 
what I said. The accusation leveled 
against me that I paved the way for the 
Ml of the -Najib regime? is unfounded, 
Aslam Watanjar (a former defense 
minister) is in this meeting and he can 
tell you that Najib was responsible for 
the fall of his regime and not me. His 
stubbornness forced us to approach the 
Mujahideen and we made an alliance 
with Ahmad Shah Masood. We though 
that Masood was a progressive man 
who could prevent formation of a fun- 
damentalist government in 
Afghanistan. But the experiment 
showed that he was more strict in his 
belief than others. He wanted to mis- 
use our power for his own political 
aims. 

"I have visited Pakistan, Turkey 
and Uzbekistan several times and held 
talks with presidents, prime ministers, 
foreign and defense ministers of these 
counu-ies. I have also met with the 
leaders of the democratic parlies in 
these countries. I have met a number of 
foreign delegations in Mazar with 



whom I exchanged views on the situa- 
tion in Afghanistan. Among them were 
a ranking delegation from the US, and 
the UN special envoy for Afghanistan 
Mahmoud Mestiri. From talking to 
them, I know that a non-intellectual 
government is not acceptable to them 
(communist call themselves intel- 
lectual and their government the 
government of intellectuals. A 
liberal or secular government is a 
better term). Because of this, I 
call on you to come to 
Afghanistan and work for the re- 
construction of your country and for- 
mation of a progressive government 
Without you one cannot form a broad- 
based government in Afghanistan. I am 
prepared to welcome you in the north- 
em province and Mazar and pave way 
for you to work. Although we do not 
have a lot of resources, what is abun- 
dant is friendship for you. I'm not 
bound by the decisions of the Supreme 
Coordination Council; we can lake o\i- 
own decisions within Junbish." , 

The following personalities had 
participated in this meeting: Former 
Defense Minister Aslam Watanjar, for- 
mer Governor of Kabul Engineer 
NemaiuUah, former Transport Minister 
General Khalil, former Finance 
Minister Mohammad Kabir, former 
Afghan ambassador to Moscow Habib 
Mangal, former political chief of 
Interior Ministry Asadullah Payman, 
'former Deputy Political chief of Khad 
Waheed Hamdard, and others. At the 
end. Engineer Nematullah assured 
Dostum of the support of his col- 
leagues. The participants of the meeting 
then attended a parly organized by 
Dostum for them in in the Delhi restau- 
rant in the city of Moscow. 

AFGHANews Vol 11, No 9 

(August) 



The following is from 
an article in the News 
(Pakistan) of 9/4: 



With tiie expected fall of Herat, 
Afglians beUeve the ouster of Rabbani 
from power was likely to be on the 
cards amidst factional fighting and 
solo fliglit of the Afghan government 
in the comity of nations. Rabbani's 



government have severed relations 
with Pakistan and Iran wliich sources 
said has also armoyed Saudi Arabia, 
once the major financier of the 
Afghan miyahideen. After the fall of 
Herat, Taliban would turn its guns on 
Kabul to teach a lesson to Masood 
who humihated the religious students 
by evicting them from Charasiab and 
the places they captured near the 
Afghan capital early this year, said the 
Taliban spokesman. 

Fbrces opposed to President Rab- 
bani and his lieutenant Commander 
Ahmad Shah Masud, meanwhile, held 
out a warning to all international air- 
liners to shoot down any plan ventur- 
ing into its airspace without proper 
clearance from them. 

"We are compelled to take tlus de- 
cision**, Maulana Abdul Baqi 
Turkestan!,' spokesman of Gen. 
Rashid Dostum's Junbish-i-Milli in- 
formed The News. 

Dostum and forces loyal to him 
are in control of Afghanistan nortliem 
region, bordering the former Soviet 
republics. Turkestani claimed tliat the 
planes, coming largely from Russia or 
India brought arms and ammunition 
to prop up the Rabbani regime. 

He said that international aiiiin- 
ers, cargo or passenger, would either 
be forcelanded or shootdown if ven- 
tured into airspace in areas controlled 
by them. "We Ve jet-fighters as well as 
anti-aircraft rockets to shoot dov.Ti 
any mtruding plane", he asserted. 
"We will not be responsible for any 
eventuality." 

The decision, he said, was being 
communicated to foreign missions in 
Islamabad to obtain 'transit clear- 
ance' from Mazar-i-Shaiif and provide 
detail flight schedule and routes of 
their respective airliners to ensure 
safety of passengers and cargo. 

He said that an average of fifteen 
to sixteen cargo planes a day, pre- 
sumably carrying arms and ammuni- 
tion to the Afghan capital flew from 
Tsgikistan. "It is very difficult to dif- 
ferentiate between a cargo and pas- 
senger plane", he said, while refening 
to the IL-76, Russian cargo plane 
forcelanded by Taliban at Qandahar 
aurport in early August. The plane 
with seven-member Russian, 
Ukrainian and Tatar crew on board 
was carrying anununition to Kabul. 



13 



Of friendly leaders and 
unfriendly governments 



^ehroz Khan probes the 
pecvliar "unofficial 
relations" that exist 

between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan 



It s sfrange but true. While the govern- 
ments in Islamabad and KabSl have 
H ^^21 "^u^^' ^ ^^b^h cordial rela- 

ers from both sides have eiyoyed close 
nrnt- T""^ '° ^^^t ^ost aU the 
Jll^r'lf ^^'^^^ ^^dei3 have trav! 
elled on P^Jastani diplomatic passportl- 
many were issued special licences ami 

Gulbud^Hteatyar, Burhanuddin Rab^ 
bam and Ahmed Shah Masood camT£ 
m the early 1970s to sS I 
Bhutto s help for dislodging Sardar Daud 

dates ba?tr'S?'''^-^°-^"^^™^"t tiff 
Qates back to the creation of Pakistan 

^ghamstan objected to the move^d ite 

permanent representative to the UN 

Abdul Hussam Aziz even raised the con^ 

troversial question of "Pashtunistan" 

i^ver since, the issue has been kenf 

alive. King Zahir Shah again raTsed the ' 

UN, Abdur Rehman Puzwak. Zahir Shah's 
,son-m law and close confidant, Sardar ' ■ 
v^^, was recently in Pakistan on the in^ 
vi^ort ctf the govermnent to evaluatet^e 
Afghan situation for an expected return 
«i aZ-u'""""^"^^ ^ Afghanistan. How- 

Pnl^l-^oo° ^dea of Zahir 

ending his 22-year exile in Rome and 
cormng back home Ma Pakistan 

The late Sardar Daud Khan also re- 
fiised to mclude Peshawar in his itiner^^ 
^vhen he mited Pakistan in 1975 In^ 

Iftl; at Islamabad. Many 

^Afghans beli€ve Daud was firm in his 
.'-tand that the Frontier and Baloehistan 
were not part of Pakistan. 

Just a year earher, Puz\\'ak, at the La- 
hore Islamic Conference, spoke for Pash- 
tunistan. However he was again spotted 
in Pakistan in early 1980s before being 
expeUed i»^:983. His eviction from Pak- 
istan came when mLuahideeft liadeit ap- 
parently succeeded in convincing Gen. • 
Zia to take the step. 

Gen. Zaa visited Kaijul %oon after the 
1978 Saur revolution which saw Noor 
Muhammad Taraki grab power after; 
killing Baud's entire family in a bloody 
coup. During his one-day trip, Zia held 
talks with Taraki. Kliyal Muhammad 
Katawazai, a rriinister for broadcasting in ' 
Hafizualiah Amin's short-lived reign, has 
claimed in his book that Pakistan and 
Afghanistan had reached an understand- 
ing and had agreed to stop propaganda 
against each other 

The contents of such an 'under- 
standing' are still unknown, but some 
Afghans claim that Amin had given a 
hint that he would recognise the Durand 



Line as the permanent demarcation be- 
tween the two countries in exchange for 
Pakistan's commitment to discourage 
mujahideen resistance. 

Babrak Karmal, who toppled Amin 
with the help of Soviet forces in 1979, 
was never considered a friend of Pak- 
istan, though he had a son-in-law from 
the Frontier, Safdar Khan Advocate 
Karmal invited late Shah Nawaz Bhutto 
and Murtaza Bhutto and other members 
of the Al-Zulfiqar Organisation to Kabul. 
In 1981, Sahmullah Tipu hijacked a PL^ 
plane and was given asylum bv Kabul. 
Ihe Bhutto brothers meanwhile married 
Rehana and F^uzia, both daughters of 
Syed F^ihuddin, an Afghan who served 
in the country's foreign ministry. Re- 
hana was divorced by Murtaza, and 
moved to California along with her 
daughter and setUed down with her sis- 
ter, the widow of late Shah Nawaz 
XT himself was overthrown by 

N^ibullah in a bloodless coup in 1985 
And though Najib seemed to want good 
ties with Pakistan, he could do httle in 
practical terms tiM he himself was 
ousted in 1992. Najib, who sought 

^"^^"^^r,"'.'^^ ^ compound, had stud- 
ied in Pfeshawar's reputed Edwards Col- 
lege while his father Akhtar Muhammad 
served in the Afghan trade commission- 
erato m Peshawar. N^ib's sister and un- 
cles are still in Peshawar, and his 
mother, who died in a road accident in 
Peshawar over an year ago. was buried 
m the city. • . " 

Najib relinquished powers to Pir 
Sibghatullah Miyaddadi under the Pak- 
istan-Iran broMered Peshav/ar Accord 
Durmg Mujaddadi's two-month rule the 
then prime minister of Pakistan, Mian 
Nawaz Sharif, visited Kabul to dehver a 
a>lO milhon cheque, v 

The family of President Burhanuddin 
Kabbam stays in Peshawar most of the 
year and his children study in the citv's 
schools. The Arbab Road residence oc- 
cupied by Rabbanis's vnie curing \1sits 
to Peshawar is still referred to as Rab- 
bani riouse. 

r,,]'^'??^'' "^lyahideen commander 
shi f M ^^^'y^^> has recent ; 
shifted his family to mifitary base in 
Spma Shaga, just across the S-aS^ 
border along the Kurram AmiS w 

:Befugees ca^iS^f P sST T^^ 
week, he lambasted Pakistan f or f 
mg and supporting those who bumtZl 
looted Its embassy in Kabul 

Hikmatyar's rival Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood s father. Dost Muhammad/ffied hi 

back and was buried in Peshawar RnJ 
neither Masood nor Najib 3 attend 
the funeral as Masood wa. busy defend 
mg Kabul from an oppositionTnslaS 
and Najib was detained ir. the W corS 
pound in Kabul. : . 'J^;^ com- 



Iranian paper on Taliban 

The Iranian paper of Kaiyhan has published 
reeemly an aii^ afeiit ictiTities of the 
Taliban calling them the stooges of the 
Government of Paid sian. 

The paper writes "the Taliban wore while 
diess, launched night attacks and had a lot dollars 
oniheii." 

The Taliban, the paper wrote, who kd the 
support of ex-army officers, killed Mazari, margi- 
nalized Hikmatyarfiom Afghan pohtics and con- 
fused Dostum. 

NwiUah Babar,, the Interior Minister of 
Pstoiw, was theu- sponsor, the paperwrote. 

Foreign Minister- Asif Ali's sialemeni in 
^ iheirsupportsindicaiedPakistan'spoliticalresolve \ 
to help them, the paper said. f 
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. Masood s brother, Wah Masood who : 
s currently Afghan charge d'affairs m \ 
London, also studied in Peshawar. One ' 
of h^ brothers, Zia who is a son-in-law 
of Rabbam, was here till recently 
whereas another brother went missing 
m Peshawar a few years back. He is be- 
heved to have been aWuetM by former 
Khad members and perhaps killed 

Four Afghan former defence minis- 
tors were in Pakistan in the recent past 
mcludmg Aslam Wataryar, Shah Nawa^; 
ianai, Nazar Muhammad and Gen Rafi 
A large number of Afghan singers and 
artists have settled either in Peshawar, 
Islamabad or Quetta. They include 
Naghma-Mangal, Aziza Afghan Qamr 
Gula, Shah Wah, and so mfny othe'r 
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Afghanistan and Pakistan 

Kabul threatened 



LAHORE 



ONCE again, the fighters of the Taliban 
are threatening to attack Kabul, the 
capital of Afghanistan. Earlier this month 
they captured Herat, Afghanistan's second 
city, and are now believed to control more 
than half the country. Herat fell with hardly 
a shot being fired. The Taliban fighters are 
Islamic zealots who go into battle holding 
aloft copies of the Koran. In Herat, as in 
other places where the Taliban has had easy 
gains, the defenders were reluctant to op- 
pose them. 

Kabul, though, is not a pushover. In 
March, when the Taliban fighters were at 
the gates of the capital, they were thrown 
back by the government army under the 
command of Ahmad Shah Masoud, the 
most successful guerrilla chief in the davs 
when the Afghans were fighting the Rus- 
sians rather than each other. The people of 
Kabul are more sophisticated than rural Af- 
ghans and fear that the Taliban aims to turn 
the country into an authoritarian Islamic 
state. 

The Kabul government has accused Pa- 
kistan of giving military' help to the Taliban. 
On September 6th mobs burned down Pa- 
kistan's embassy in Kabul. An embassy offi- 
cial was killed and others in the building, 
including the high commissioner, were in- 
jured. This week a saddened Paki- 
stan announced a "selective with- 
drawal of diplomatic and other 
facilities ofhospitality" to the Kabul 
"faction". 

Pakistan takes the view that di- 
vided Afghanistan should be 
united under the Pathans, whoarea 



RAWA urges govt to uncover 
private jails run by Hezb-i-Islami 



majority in the countiy and have tradition- 
ally provided it with its rulers. For a start, 
Pakistan has been urging the Afghan presi- 
dent, Burhanuddin Rabbani, a Tajik, to ac- 
cept a United Nations plan for sharing 
power with Rashid Dostum, an Uzbek war- 
lord who controls much of the north-west, 
and factions of the Pathans in central and 
southern Afghanistan. Pakistan's candidate 
to head an interim regime is the former 
king, Zahir Shah, a Pathan, who lives in 
Rome. However, Mr Rabbani seems in no 
mood to listen. 

Pakistan is partly to blame for his hostil- 
ity. Since the civil war started, Pakistan has 
alwavs backed the wron^^ horse. When Gen- 
eral Najibullah, a Pathan, was the commu- 
nist ruler of Afghanistan. Pakistan was des- 
perately pushing Gulbuddin Hikmatyar, 
another Pathan, to try- to overthrow him. In 
fact the UN persuaded Mr Najibullah to 
make way for a "neutral interim govern- 
mcni" m 1992. But Mr Hikmatyar refused to 
suppon the un's efforts. 

Enter the Taliban m 1994, led by Pa- 
thans, and enthusiastically described at the 
time bv Pakistan's foreign minister as "the 
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French revolutionaries" of today. Pakistan's 
notion was that the Taliban should march 
on Mr Hikmatyar's stronghold in Char- 
asyab, near Kabul, capture his weapons and 
use them to drive Mr Rabbani out of the 
capital. However, Mr Hikmatyar fled before 
the arrival of the Taliban, Mr Masoud's men 
seized his weapons, and the Taliban was 
repulsed. 

In the Taliban's latest bid forglory it was 
reported this week to be 35 kilometres (22 
miles) from Kabul. Still, Mr Rabbani can 
count on militar\' and financial help from 
India and Iran. India is opposed to what it 
sees as a possible Pakistani takeover of the 
country. Iran is upset over the fall of Herat, 
which v/as previously run by a friendly Shia 
faction. If there is a battle for Kabul, it will 
be fierce, adding to the rubble that remains 
of Afghanistan's once fiourishint^ citv. 



THE ECONOMIST S E P T E \« B t K 23 RD 1995 




Bureau Report j 

PESHAV/AR: Revolutionary Afghan 
Women Association has demanded of 
the Pakistan goveriunent to detect 
and uncover private jails allegedly run 
by Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami to se- 
cure the release of what it called thou- 

* sands of innocent, freedom loving 
and nationalist Afghans. . 

RAWA spokesman Saenia Karim in 
a statement Sunday said the discov- 

* ery of a Hezb-i-Islami run private jail 
in Karachi in the recent days has 
proved their long time assertions that 
'fascist organisations' operated pris- 
ons to hold their political opponents. 

She alleged that Hekmatyar's 
part>' ran jails in all the rru^or cities in 



general and Peshawar in particular. ' Hekmatyar's party. 
She recalled that police had un- A Hezb-i-Islami spokesman when 
earthed .such jails in the past too but contacted however, vehemently de- 



the matter was pushed under the car- 
pet due to Zia's policy vis-a-vis 
Afghanistan and Afghan resistance or- 
ganisations. Saema further recalled 
that relatbes of those whose neai* and 
dear ones were allegedly being held 
by the Hezb-i-Islami staged a demon- 
stration in front of the foreign office 
in Islamabad had also demanded ac- 
tion to recover the detainees. ' 

RAWA, she said, had met with a 
number of government officials in 
NWFP and had taken up the matter 
with them. She hoped that the gov- 
ernment would soon initiate action 
against the alleged prisons run by 



nied the allegations. Ustad Qareebur 
Rehman Saeed said the Hezb office in 
Karachi was meant to resolve mutual 
disputes between the Afghans 
through the traditional jirga system as 
Afghan refugees didn't like to take 
their matters to police stations. De- 
scribing the allegations as totally un- 
true, Saeed claimed those 'recovered' 
were not prisoners but parties to a 
money dispute. 

"We have greatly reduced Pak- 
istan's problems by settling disputes 
among the Afghans", he said. He cas- 
tigated RAWA which he thought was 
a non-Islamic, Maoist organisation. 
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Taliban 
execute killer 
'in Islamic way' 

By MOHAMMAD ZAHID 

PESHAWAR — Taliban under 
Islamic punishment of Qisas exe- 
cuted a murderer by putting him 
before a firing squad in public in 
Paktika province on Monday. 

Taliban sources in Peshawar 
giving details of the public execu- 
tion informed that a few months 
ago Mirza Khan s/o Abdul Jabbar 
Khan had killed an innocent per- 
son Mohammad Khan s/o Abdur 
Rahim in Yakikhel village of Khair 
Kot district in Paktika. Taliban 
forces later arrested Mirza Khan 
and tried him under the Shariat 
law. fie was awarded, death penal- 
ty by the Shoora in Sharan, the 
capital of Paktika. 

The murderers Mirza Khan 
faced the firing squad in Sharan in 
the presence of himdreds of people 
from Paktika. The governor of 
Paktika. Haji Abdullah Agha also 
administered the execution by fir- 
ing, the first of its kind in Pal^a. 

Governor Agha. addressing the' 
/ people on the opcasion. said that . 
execution by .firihg'.squad.Was a , 
difficult decision but. it had/to be 
'. carried out to protects the Inno- 
cent people from merciless killers. 
He said since the take-over of 
Taliban, the, crime rat6 in Paktika 
had dropped! considerably and the 
people were getting speedy justice 
under Islamic system enforced in 
the Taliban-controlled area. 

Both the murderer and the de- 
ceased belonged to Khair Kot area. 
FRONTIER POST 10/14 
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After the Afghan 'jehad 
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D. Shah Khan 

The recent incident in Kabul in vflxlch tlie 
Pakistan enil)assy was ransaclccd and 
i)iirnt, the Ainha'isador and other officers 
severely beaten up and an employee killed 
by a frenzied Afghan mob is most reprehensible 
mid betrays the level of loadershii) that asserts 
power in tlie country. Tltc lia|)pening is also dou- 
bly painful as it was I'akistan, more timn any other 
state, which had done the most to helii tlie Afgliaii 
pcopio (hirinj', tlieir lioiw of (iif^tress. Pakifitani.s 
rifiiitly, expected at leiust decent relat ions, if a nun- 
imal sliov/ of gratitude by the Afghan leaders was 
not f)ossible. 

Hut this tlovoiopmoMt is useful ns it iiius once 
ngain brought into focus the role that i'akistan 
played in what is known as tlie Afghan "jehad", 
'l licrc is need now, after tlie urgency of the situa- 
tion is long over and tlu' Afglian leaders are occu- 
l»i<"d in tasks lor which they had e<iuipped them- 
seU'cs for ten yeiirs, to rc-assess \iw resi)on3ibLUty 
that Pakistan umiecessarily acquired in participat- 
ing in what should have been coasidered an inter- 
nal affair of another co\intiy 

Any debate on whether isUuualnui did riglit to 
help the "jehad" or not-is no longer relev^t as it 
has become rooted in a convoluted interpretation 
of what was our duty t^)wards our brot'ners in faitli. 
ihit what needs Ut In; (juestJoned is the role of (he 
l)renuer intelligence agencies :md to some extent 
tliat of the defence forces of the country in the 
Afghan affair. Tu'o inijK)rtant books The Beai' Trap 
;ui(l 'I'he Silent, Soldier that liave ai)peared since 
and scores of ailicles and reports hi the press fi- 
nally lifted the curtiiin of secrecy on the clandes- 
tine Afghan ii()!icy, il-s objectives and implemcnUa- 
lion. 

The detailed testimony which has been made 
public to attract applause for the bravura perfor- 
mance by a chitch of generals would have been 
bel ter if it was kcjit in wraps as it showed the reck- 
le.-^wjKvss Mint marked the Afghan iK)llcy. No other 
country wiiicli has been hwolvod in surreptitiously 
helping a resistance in a neighbouring state would 
have made tlic bluiidtTS that today lil,ter Paktstan's 
riMalions with Afgltani^Jin. I'Yoin the word go, Is- 
lamabad eiidjarked uj)on what was patently an 
Americ.'UT designed "jehad". It v,'as not meant to re- 
.storetlie "Lstamic dttiratter" ni'tim Afghanistan, as 



Wiushington chumedjhut lo give Uie Soviets a Uuste 
of the l)itter Vlctnamiu(;dlehio the Anicricans were 
made to drink. \ 

Much else that Allowed, brought out in bold 
relief the sequence otrtlaw s in the policy, whose di- 
rection apparently wns never clear Years nfter the 
"jehad" had ended, s|me of the lnt(;lligence agen- 
cies former desk geierals, were deFuiing the ob- 
jectives of the resisiiiice ns extending in a grand 
.sw(X'p to include the 5entril A,siaM states. That, for- 
'uitousl; Uie strife ehled befoi'e the Pakistani cold 
warriors could contbue their bloomers further 
nUeld al, t he behest tn the Am(*Vicans saved Islam- 
abad from lu.-edle.ss linvbarrassmenl . 

One does not have to undertake indepth re- 
search intx) the result.'iobi^iining fron\ the empirical 
evidence, as the present situation graphically illu.s- 
trates what was the eiiij output of the ten yeai"S.of 
figliting a secret wiu* b? silent soldiers. Wlielher the 
bear was ulthnately trapped or not is no longer 
' germane as Pakistan, svliich under the leadersliip 
of n military regime,' omimrked ort th(! contHC. 
today finds iLself uime<;ess;iry cauglit in the Afghan 
vortex. Tlie civilian governments that have fol- 
lowed have had to reap the bitter liarvest that was 
sown by (he genenil.s, 

A fouudatlotuil error on yvIiIcIi Ciune to rest the 
whole edifice of Uie "jehad" as designed by (lie ISI, 
was the creation of as^icmbl,-' 'ine guerrilla leaders 
out of the dubious elciiientf- who iiad c;rossed the 
l)order. It was n«»v<»r KHute clear what wer(> the cre- 
dentials for selecting .'iuch a poor hand of le;iders 
which included Rabbi' ni, Hekmatyar, Sajyaf, 
Khalis, Mohanimadi, Mniadch^di, Gilani and others. 
I'lxcepl. Cor barely a couple of tiiem, who had .some 
poUticiil background Iroiii the monarcldal period 
of Afglianistan, otliers were non-descripts whose 
main routine was their vocation as I.slamic clergy- 
men. 

The brevet of the resistance leadership was 
parsed to them by the mtslligeiice agencies, which 
explains why Afghsjiista;i is Loday led by conser- 
vative demagogues, wliose differences among 
theni.selves result frctni their narrow .sec-tarlan 
views. Oth(!rwi.se, then! fe no other reason why the 
present divide in the country on both sides is 
iieaded by i)er.sonS who sport, the title of maulanas. 
It is difn<:ult to undei'stftiid whetlier tlw iiiU41ig(^nce 
officers v/ho were responslbU: for fulirlcathig the 
"jehad" leadership, really believed in the viabihty 
of their crafLsmanship. Creating "leaders" 8ie tiw 



^?oldlel■s Ls a technical t^usk, Imt ex|)ectlng them to 
iojul Involves a much more (•omj)lex ex(!r< l.sc. 

Such legen(ku-y guerrilJa personalities who lib- 
erated their countries tlirough revolutionary wars 
like Maf) Tze-flong! Ho (}hi Minh, Tito, etc. were 
the i)r!>(hK t of decades of ititellecf iial commitment 
to Ideals and the excellence of their h(rlm.sm;uiship. 
They w(*fe not made to order in boardroom meet- 
ings by middle level mililviry iiil.efligence officers, 
working on the basis of scraps of background in- 
formation and the recommendation of interested 
powers. The "jehad" thus became highly penson- 
aiised nrui .■ onseijuently rfiiMfi.art.nienl.ali.sed into 
diffcnMit factions b;ised nt\ expetliency or .sed or 
even ethnic paitic'ularism. 

However, all tliat ap[)ear-s in the two l)ook from 
hindsiglit .se(Mns to be apoci yplial and haserl more 
on ImaginaUon than r<Nility. The fact that unlike the 
humiliat ing withdrawal from Vietnam, the Soviet 
pull out took place amidst well rehearsed cere- 
monies with flowers mid cheers in abundancte. The 
PDPA govet imuMtt (Htntinued to remain }it offire, 
and tiie intelligence agencies and (he mnjalildeen 
v/ho had been forecastmg iis eminent collapse for 
y«ars', were f eltietant to adv^mce into Afghanistan 
after the. laljilabad fiasco. The PDPA regLuK' finaJly 
got swejjt away In the whlil wind which knocked 
out the Soviet Union. . ' 

Tlius if tlie myth of the resistance is sifted from 
the facks, not much is left to give credibility to the 
roW|)ifty<'d by (he l'akist;uii intefllgemn* ageiicie.s. 
But (lie result of their hiterference became apj)ar- 
ent when the succession wars started and the huge 
arsenals the mujahideen turned warlords had ac- 
cumulated llnougli (,h(' patronage of the ISl, CIA 
and other h)relgii promoters, were finally put to 
good u.se. Tlie bloodshed that .stalled in the coun- 
try when the PDPA President Najibullah quit office, 
gives (he final and iiidubit.al)le evidence «)f the fail- 
ure of Pakistan's Afghan i)oli<-y. 

If Prof, nurhanuddin Kabbani .suffers from hal- 
lucinations about Pakistan's interference in his 
country's internal affairs, it is understiind.'.hle. As 
one of Islamaliad's protege ulio was gioonieri niul 
tratt.sfoi med liini into a leader, [{abbani hii.'i reiifiuiiM 
to fear that tiiose very Isaiuis could also undo hiin. 
Hie same is Uie pluibia that trouliles the other U'ud- 
ei*s, who In ftpit<> of tltetr con(inu<'d reliance on Pak- 
istan, hav(? rarely sliown any sense of j',r;itiiudc. 
What did the silent or garrulous .soldiers achieve in 



Pakistan demands $ 15m 
compensation from Kabul 

^ By liariq Butt 

ISLAMABAD:, Pakistan has de- 
manded of the Rabbani government 
to pay about 15 million dollars as 
compensation for the loss of life and 
, property in two attacks on its em- 
bassy in Kabul. 

Tlie Foreign Office summoned 
the Afghart charge d'affaires, 
Nuseem F^quiri, Thursday and 
handed him note verbale. It de- 
manded payment of $ 14.8 million in 
compensation for the attack on the 
Pakistan embassy last month. 

A Fbreign Office spokesman told 
reporters tliat the Afghan diplomat 



was remmded that the damage wortli 
about half a million dollars caused to 
the embassy in an irt*tsck t)n tt on 
February 3 last year ghotid als© be 
iimnediately paid. 

Wtderlhe iiiteriiationa^ law and 
conventions, he pomted out, the host 
country is fully responsible for the 
security of men and property of for- 
eign Missions. He said the mission 
was attacked despite prior warning, 
and Pakistan holds Kabul responsi- 
ble for the two attack^.^<?Giswering a 
question aboirt the current situation 
in Afghanistan, the spokesman said 
the Pakistan government's informa- 
tion about the latest developments of 
the Tl»^attack is^mewhat hm- 
ited m the absence of a fuhctioriing 
embassy in Kabul. 
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Afghan militants 
in Bosnia threat 
to peacekeepers 



After one of their own 
is killed, the mujahideen 
guerrillas harass British 
soldiers. 

By Srecko Latal 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina — Tension is increasing be- 
tween hundreds of Islamic mili- 
tants who fought in Afghanistan 
and now are serving with Bosnian 
government forces. They have be- 
gun to target British peace- 
keepers. 

Dozens of the Islamic fighters 
stopped five British peacekeepers 
in central Bosnia and threatened 
to kill them, U.N. officials said yes- 
terday. 

A senior Bosnian army officer 
accompanying the Britons de- 
fused the confrontation Friday, 
but the incident highlighted grow- 
ing problems with mujahideen 
forces. 

The mujahideen unit, officially 
serving in the Bosnian army's 3rd 
Corps, is thought to have 800 
fighters, about a third of them 
Bosnians. The rest are from 
Afghanistan and Arab or other Is- 
lamic countries. 

The incident near Zavidovici on 
Friday was. the fourth in central 
Bosnia since a British soldier 
killed a mujahideen fighter who 
approached a patrol with pointed 
and cocked pistol three weeks ago. 

The five-man British patrol, ac- 
companied by the senior Bosnian 
army officer, was returning Fri- 
day from a meeting between the 
army and U.N. military officials, 
when three fighters approached a 
U.N. vehicle. 

The Britons *'just generally in- 
quired as to what they were doing 
there," said U.N. spokesman Lt. 
Col. Chris Vernon. 

The convoy then was inter- 
cepted by a group of 15 soldiers 
while a second group of 15 came 
out and took up firing positions 
along the road, Col. Vernon said. 

"They were threatened effec- 
tively: *We are going to kill you,' " 
he said. 



The Bosnian army officer inter- 
vened at that point, and after a 
tense exchange the British convoy 
was permitted to go through, Col. 
Vernon said. 

As the soldiers passed, the 
mujahideen fighters kicked the ve- 
hicles and threatened to slit the 
soldiers' throats, he said. 

Since the original confrontation 
three weeks ago, one British 

armored vehicle was shot at, prob- 
ably by Islamic fighters, and 
mujahideen soldiers searched two 
U.N. vehicles for Britons, U.N. offi- 
cials said. 

A senior U.N. official said 
peacekeepers are receiving many 
complaints about the Islamic 
fighters, including from the Bos- 
nian government and local people 
who find it hard to control them. 

A Western military source, who 
spoke on the condition of anonym- 
ity, said intelligence reports indi- 
cate that some of the terrorist 
attacks that have occurred re- 
cently in France were conducted 
by people who came through Bos- 
nia and probably had training and 
some combat experience here. 

Mujahideen fighters, who view 
the Bosnian war as part of a larger 
Islamic "holy war," have taken part 
since the early stages, initially 
training Bosnian soldiers for bat- 
tle. 

The mujahideen troops came to 
Bosnia when the Bosnian forces 
barely existed. When the Bosnian 

army became better organized, 
they became a burden to the gov- 
ernment because of their undis- 
ciphned and sometimes violent 
ways. 

But the government still needs 
their skills and their willingness to 
fight and die on the battlefield and 
cannot afford to alienate Islamic 
countries that are providing huge 
material and financial support. 
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Taliban seize 
IL-76 plane 

A chartered IL-76 plane carrying am- 
munition to Kabul was forced to 
land in Kandahar by the Taliban 
on August 13. 

The plane, belonging to Tataristan, was 
flown by a Russian crew. The 
plane was bringing Kalashnikov 
ammunition from Albania when 
intercepted by a Taliban Mig fight- 
er and was forced to land. 

At the start, the Taliban had claimed 
that the plane belonged to Ariana 
Afghan Airlines which proved to 
DC wrong. 

The Taliban tried to exploit the inci- 
dent for political aims. They im- 
prisoned the crew of the plane and 
accused Russia of interfering in 
tiie internal affairs of Afghanistan. 
They demanded holding talks with 
Russian diplomats for the release 
of the crew but put forward diffi- 
cult conditions. They demanded 
information about 60,000 missing 
Afghans during the ten years of 
Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. 
The Russian government said it 
had nothing to do with the plane 
and even had advised its crew not 
to use Afghan airspace. 
The company to which the plane be- 
longs argued that it had done noth- 
ing wrong and its deal with the 
Islamic State was legal and of pure 
economic nature. The company be- 
lieved that Pakistanis had helped 
the Taliban to intercept the plane 
and asked Islamabad to make use 
of its influence to get the plane and 
its crew released. 
The Taliban spokesmen said the plane 
and its cargo were confiscated and 
possibly its crew would be tried. 
An official in Pakistan's consulate in 
Kandahar said that mission was 
trying to make life for the crew of 
the plane comfortable. 
The Islamic Slate admitted chartering 
the plane and buying the ammuni- 
tion from Albania. 
It is worth mentioning that chartered 
[ planes from East European coun- 
tries operate daily cargo flights 
from the United Arab Emirates to 
Jalalabad and even Kandahar, car- 
rying luxury items most of which 
is smuggled to Pakistan. 



Rabbani's 




to prolong rule 

From Rahimuiiah Yusufzai 

I'ESIIAWAR: In a hid to befriend 
norlheni Al'giiuni.si;ui warlord Gen 
liu.slieed Doslinn, iliv l)eleagueiv(l 
l>abl)ani govenuiiciil on Wedaeiiday 
rcnoiuiced iLs caU for "jehad" against 
iiini and invitc-d liini for talks to re- 
mAvh Uieii (lifieienrcs. 

Aziz Miu ad, a spokesman for Pres- 
■'desit lJuriianiKidin i^.abbani, (old a 
n-:>\vs conferonce in Kal)ul tliat cir- 
i iui!si.uK:es iiave ciuingi'd as tlie gov- 
t'niMicnt liad deciarcd "joliad" against 
Dosluin wlicn lie v.aged war against 
llie Islamic state of Afghanistan. 
Afghan sources (jiioted Nhirad a^ say- 
ing 1 1 lal ri( >\v there was no obstacle to j 
d\m l talk:, v. iih Dostum. 

Habbani liad declared "jehad" 
against Dbstum in January 1991 
\v!;e:: he fo;-;>.-d M-i unlikelv aliiance 
with Hezb-i-I.slann chief Gnibaddin 
Hekmatyar and launched an unsuc- 
cessfiil attack on Kabul. Prior to that, 
Rabbani and D().stuni had been allies 
an(l had together repulsed Hekmat- 
yar'.s as.saulLs on the Afghan capital. 

Unlike the past when the Rabl)ani 
government opposed Dostum's par- 
ticij)ation ij\ peace udks and even ob- 
jected to Piddsliui l'\)reig^i Minister's 
visil to Mazar-i-Shiuif iniAugust for 
talks with Dostum, it changed its 
strategy on Wednesday and offered 
direct talks with him. However, pres- 
idenlial .spokesman Murad denied 
llial he had recently made a trip to) 
see Dostum or liis representatives. It 
may be added that Dostum's and 
Kai)b;Lni's re])r(!sentatives had earlier 
lield talks m Moscow and Tashkent 
under Russi;ui auspices to try ;uid re- 
solve their differences. The talks 
Huied and Dostum subsequently siiid 
he couldn't trust Rabbani's military 
strongman Ahmad Shah Masood 
owing to hi.-^ bioken ijronlises in the 
pa.st. 

Mmad al.so invited other opposi- 
tion |)arties to hold Uilks with Kai)ul 
on then- demands. They included the 
Taliban, Vvliom ho described iis a bit- 
ter reidily "We are i)iepared to hold 
Udlcs with the Taliban hi order to per- 
suade them to give up their depen- 
dence on foreigners," he argued. 
Murad rej)ealed Kabul's earher asser- 
tioiLs (iuU tlie Taliban had been si)on- 
soied by Pakistan's hiter-Semces In- 
telligence (LSI) and had captured 
Herat with Islamabad's military' sup- 
port. He advi.sed the T<diban to keep 
Afghani.stan's interests supretne in- 



stead of playing into tlie liands of out- 
siders. 

Kaijbani government's offer t6 
Dostum is a desperate attempt to 
sjrike a deal S(; linit the threat to 
Kabul from the nortli is contained. 
Such a deal would enable Rabbani 
govei nment to concentrate its forces 
ui the south and west of Kahiil, where 
the Taliban are bracing lor an assaidt 
on the capitiil. The Tahban have de- 
clared their intention to capture 
Kabul by force if Rabbani and Ma- 
sood refused to quit peacefully 

Meanwhile, Iran's deputy foreign 
minister Alaeddin Bontjerdi warned 
of a "great mas.saci e" ui Afghanistan 
ii the Tahhan succee<led in tlieir ob- 
.i»'<'live of capturing Kabul. His warn- 
ing came before the arrival of UN 
peace missi(m head, Mahmoud Me- 
slin, who reached Tehran Wednesday 
h)r Udks with Iranian officials on liie 
AlgliauLstan situation. 
: if the stiident4ed militia "realizes its 
irresponsible Imentions against 
Kabul, a great massacre will b^ un- 
leashed across the countrj', an out- 
come desired neither by tli^ region 
nor the world," Bonuerdi was quoted 
as saying. He said the new fighting in 
Afghanistan and TMiban tlueats wor- 
ried Iran. Howeverj he vwfd Iran 
would contmue its efforts to restore 
peace in Afgiianistan. 

Boriyerdi recently visited 
Afghanistan and Pakistan and heltl 
talks with Hekmatyar and Dostum 
who are allies in the power struggle 
against Rabbani: S»me reports stig- 
gcsted that he iuisucces.sfully tried t6 
dis.suade Hekmatyar and" Dostum 
from aligning theierclv'es wlh 'Mihm 
agairtst Rabbani. Certain sources 
claimed he even triid4o convince 
Hekmatyar and Dostum to join hands 
with. Rabbani to resist the Taliban 
challenge. The li-aiiiari gfwerimienl 
deeply distrusts Taliban, who are 
Sunni, and was alarmed recently 
when they defeated Herat Governor 
Ismail Khan and capttired his four 
provinces — Herat, Phrnh, Nimruz 
and Ghor. The three ijrovinccs named 
first border Iran. 

Meanwhile, R.tbi>arri .spokesman 
Murad claimed transfer of power 
wasn't an issue in recent talks in 
Kabul betvs'een the Afghan president 
and Me-sliri. He quoted Mestiri as say- 
ing that he was making efforts to pre- 
vent furtJier fighting and wasn't en- 
deavouring to seek tmnsfer of pwwer 

by Rabbani to a representative tiaitsi- 
tional government. 

On the other hand, Gen M Zahir 
AziiiTi claimed on Wednesday hi a 
BBC interview that gaefitft War 
against Taliban has begun in Iran. He 
clauned a bomb went off opposite the 
Ariau Afghan Airlines office in Herat 
and 18 Tlaliban were killed in a clash 



elsewhere in the province. Azimi, who 
served under ousted Herat GTovernor 
Ismail Khan and has now turned 
against him, deiieiS that their men 
were laimchuig operations into Herat 
from Iranian soil. Ih" .said only 18 of 
them had fled to Iran to escape the 
Taliban #hite several thousands of 
^heir supporteis were still in Herat 
and waithig to take up arms against 
the Talibmi. He also accused the Thl- 
iban to be m the pay of Pakistan aiui 
alleged that Paki.sUini tanks and sol- 
diers took part in the battle for Herat. 
, However, a Russian foreign min- 
istry spokesman after a Visit ttf ICan- 
daiiar s;aii ho v\as unaw;ue aboul T;u- 
iban links with Pakistan. He aH(, 
expressed his ignorance about the 
printing of Afghan cur.' cncy notes in 
Russia He accased the Talibau of ex- 
pioituig the issue of the seven-mem " 
ber Unmmn crew of a cargo plane 
which was forcelaiuk-d by the Taliban 
in Kandahar on Augu.st 8. to achieve 
their political objectives. He said 
Moscow had appealed fte UN to use 
Its good offices to secure freedom for ' 
the crew and return of the plane 
which was stuffed with annnunition' 
destined for Kabul from Albania wh^n 
it was forceianded. 

o /o 



PLANE CRASH 

. On 9/11 an 
j Ariana Afghan 
j Airlines plane 
crasfei near 
Jalalabad 
airport. Of 
the 54 

passengers, 3 . 
were killed & 
47 injured. 
The piaisi- was 
Calling from 
Kabul 
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Iran wai-ns Taliban 
against border operations 

TEHERAN (AFP) — Iran on Wednesday issued a 
stern warning to Taliban militia to stay clear of bor- 
der regions with the Islamic republic after it cap- 
tured all of western Afghanistan. . 

"Afghan warring factions better" must take care , 
not to approach the (Iranian) frontier on the pretext. 
. of undertaking a hot pursuit" against the forces of 
the former governor of Herat province. Ismail Khan, 
Interior Minister Ali Mohammad Besharati s&id. 

Khan fled to Iran Tuesday after the Taliban on 
Tuesday captured the key city of Herat.- 120 kilome- 
ters (90 miles) from the Iranian border and was 
granted asylum. 

Besharati did not name the Taliban, but the warn- 
ing was pointedly directed at the student-led ami-. 
Shiite fundamentalist movement, which Iran has al- 
ways distrusted. 

He also called on Iranian security forces stationed 
in the border region to stay alert and "closely watch 
all movements." . ' 

The border with Afghanistan would remair^ sealed 
and Iran would not allow any refugees to enter the 
country, he added. 

However, facilities -may be set up along part of the 
border to help any "eventual refugee, influx, " the 
head of the interior ministry's refugee department, 
Ahmad Husseini said. 

Besharati stressed Iran would stay "neutral." 
"What is happening in Afghanistan is an internal 
problem," he said urging various Afghan factions to 
"solve their differences through peaceful means." 

The warning., the first official Iranian reaction to ' 
the fall of Herat, came at the end of a special meet- 
ing of top security officials to discuss the Taliban's 
stunning victory." which gives them contror of 

Afghanistan's western region. 

The fall of Herat completed an impressive corr 
. back by the Taliban in the past month. 

Led by, students trained in Pakistani Korar 
schools, the Taliban burst onto the Afghan poUtic 
scene late last year with the aim of setting up 
Islamic state. 

Herat's fall also sparked strong reaction in Irani 
newspapers. 

"The Taliban must bear in mind that its future i 
tivities should not pose the slightest threat agaii 
the security of Iran's eastern border," warned t 
English-language daily Tehran Times. 

The capture of Herat is "one more nail in the c- 
• fin of peace in Afghanistan," said the daily close 
Islamic conservatives. 

Another English-language paper, Kayh 
International, also voiced regret over Taliban's Cc 
ture of territories near Iran. 

"The group is responsible for heinous and shoe 
ing crimes against defenceless Afghan people, esj 
cially the Shiites," it said referring to the assassir 
tion in March of pro-Iranian Shiite Moslem leac 
Abdul Ali Mazari by Taliban militiamen. 

"We are facing the greatest of dangers," said t 
radical daily Saiam. .while the Islamic hardline nev 
. paper Jomhuri Islami urged Tehran to "stay vi- 
lant.". 

But the latter also called on the government 
"revise its Afghan policy, " which had until n( 
been aligned in favor of Herat's governor Ism 
Khan, 'who is allied with Afghan Preside 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

"Rabbani's stronghold in western Afghanistan 
collapsing," it said without elaborating. 

"PRONTTFR PD^T Q/7 



Afghan boiling pot 

A fghanistan's brief interregnum of peace is over 
with a new permutation of the unlikeliest fac- 
tions making an nth effort to oust the Prof. 

■ -J Burhanuddin Rabbani regime based in Kabul. 

Success have akeady been reported from western part of 
the country, where the new force has completed a hat trick 
of capturing three important provinces. Rabbani's com- 
mander Ismail who had exercised control over the region 
is said to /have fled without giving fight. There are also sto- 
ries of victories in otiher areas, notably the north east, with 
the two former sworn enemies, Hekmatyar and the Tal- 
iban (religious students) having joined hands. 

These spectacular achievements have yet to be verified 
by neutral observers, as in Afghanistan, except for the re- 
alit>^ that is apparent on the ground, most claims remain 
baseless. This is a legacy 'of the American sponsored 
"Jehad" against the progressive PDPA, which was fought 
out bitterly in the columns of newspapers -and on the air 
waves, rather than in the country itself. At the time the So- 
viets withdrew, the Afghan resistance had barely pene- 
trated a few miles from Pakistan's border. The same can 
be said for the present, as except for a few obvious facts, 
much- else was without foundation. : ; - f 

HQwever, in the current round of bloodshed, it is the 
Taliban onpe again who have made a. dramatic emergence 
\ as a formrdable force. Most of the success are primarily 
being attributed to them, rather than the Hizb-i-Islami of 
Hekmatyar. Some time earlier, it was this army of religious 
students which had drastically chaiiged the Afghan situa- 
tion by overrunning several provinces in the south and 
east of the country. After having worsted the Hekmatyar 
force wliich was confronting the Rabbani regime on the 
outskirts of Kabul, the Taliban made.a bid for the^ capital. 
Within a few days, however, they were pushed back, with 
the Rabbani forces capturing strategic areas previously 
i held by Hekmatyan ' "' , ' 
j This second entrance into battle follows much the old 
\ pattern, with the same blitzkrieg sweeping drives and the 
\ toppling of local commanders. But, evidently, this time the 
I students are better trained and equipped as their advance 
I i has an element of tactical surprise and is swift. It is obvi- 
ous they must have had more time for training and are 
. well lead. The Taliban, however, are still an enigma, as 
much mystery surrounds thieir sudden appearance the first 
; time. It seemed humanly Impossible that a bunch of reli- 
gious students could rise up like one man and go march- 
ing into war acquiring sophisticated arms frpm no where, 
i It is this uncertainty about their background that has 
raised serious fears of what would their ultimate agenda 
i \ if they come to rule Afghanistan. Their governance in the 
; i areas now under their control provides a frightening pre- 
. \ view of the type of system they stand.- If they do acquire 
power, then Afghanistan, ratlier than knowing peace, will 
, \ suffer an unending nightmare. 

NEWS 9/7 

And from the NEWS 11/2: 

f The Taliban's control of Kandahar has not shown them 
out to be as persons of sagacity and ability. Some of their de- 
cisions are designed to roll back societal progress wliile oth- 
ers are bizarre, attracting ridicule. It will be unfortunate if 
such a force which does not have an organised set-up, lacks 
a programme and is not accounLiblo to any one, comes to 
control the reuis of power of AO-^hanislan. 
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From the Editor: 



For those of you who count care- 
fully, this issue is #6 of Vol. 
23. Since two issues this year 
were double issues , you only re- 
ceived four actual FQRUMs. Hence- 
forth, the FORUM will be ,a 
quarterly & the issues will be 
numbered 1 through 4. 

Once again Kabul is under attack. 
It has been our experience that if 
a change is to happen, it happens 

after the FORUM has gone to the copy 
shop. However, if you read this 
issue you should be able to expound 
on the whys & wherefores of any 
outcome, if there is one - or the 
why nots if there isn't. 

We shall probably offer a multitude 
of explanations for what did or didn't 
happen in the first issue of Vol. 24, 
due out in early February, It will 
be accompanied by a renewal tiotiee 
for most of you & we sincerely hope 
you will want to continue receiving 
the FORUM. 

We again thank all of you who sent us 
information. Please continue to let 
us know if you've written a book, 
presented a paper, eaten a good Afghan 
meal, seen an article - whatever. 
Deadline for the next issue: 1/15. 

Best wishes for the holidays you plan 
to celebrate & our fervent wishes that 
1996 will bring better news from 
Afghanistan. 




In September, the universities of 
Geneva and Zurich, in collabor- 
ation with MGIMO University, 
Moscow, held a four-day seminar 
in Zurich on the- Rus so- Afghan war 
in connection with the publica- 
tion of a volume of newly- 
released Soviet documents, 
Sowjetische Geheimdokumente zum 
AfghaniB^ankrieg. The focus of 
the conference was U . S . and 
Soviet perspectives on the war. 
The participants included 
scholars, experts, diplomats, 
former officials and high-level 
military officers from 
Switzerland, the United States 
and Russia. 

U. S. participants were: Yossef 
Bodansky, Director of the Task 
Force on Terrorism and tthcon- 
ventional Warfare of the U. S. 
Congress; Rosanne Klass, former 
director of the Afghanistan 
Information Center at Freedom 
House in New York; and Prof. Elie 
D. Krakowski of Boston Univer- 
sity, former head of the 
Pentagon's Office of Regional 
Defense (1981 - 1988). 

The papers presented at the 
conference are to be published. 



SOME PARTS of the mysterious Easi 
are sffl myStafk^. Along the border 
between Iran and Afghanistan dwells 
an obscure people known mainly for the dis- 
tinctively lustrous carpets they weave from 
tte (f tt^ sUe# herd through the 
remote lOxtrasan region. 

Nineteen rare examples of the work of "Bal- 
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uch" weavers — many of whom may in fact be 
of c^her etHflie of!^s-^e'«« iisplay at 
Washington's Textile Museum, the legacy of 
collector Jeff W. Boucher, who died in 1994. 
Boucher, a longtime member of the museum, 
was om of thi^^a^il^i^ tiei$gi' t^ii^cMm of Bal> 
uchs, and his reputation for knowledgeability 
and exquisite taste sparked an enthusiasm for 
the fabrics that has made them highly prized. 



BALUCH RUGS FROM THE BOUCHER 
COUECnON — Throng at the 
Textile Museum. 2320 S St. NW. 
202/667-041. Open 10 to 5 Moiday through 
Saturday, 1 to 5 Sunday StiifMed 
ooatrnxitkn $5. Wheeldiair accesaOde. 
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Taliban capture 
strategic Paghman 

By MOHAMMAD ZAHID 

PESHAWAR — As fierce nghlincj was conlinuiiiq 
mound Kabul onolher strategic towti, Paghman in 
the west of Kabul, fell to Taliban on Sunday evoninq. 

Taliban spokesman in Peshawar, Najibullah Irfan, 
talking to The Fiontier Post, said during fighting for 
Paghman at least IG Shoora-i-Naznr fighters had 
been killed while 50 made prisoners. He did not 
mention any losses to Taliban. 

Irfan conceded that support by Ittchad i-Isl'ami's 
powerful commanders, Shor Alain and Toofau 
helped Taliban in tlic capture of Paghman wincli if 
independently confirmed, will prove as qatalyfit in 
the fall of Kabul. Paghman. once a picnic resort and 
famous for a variety of wild flowers, was hitherto 
serving as headquarters of Abdul Rab Rasool 
Sayyafs Ittehad-idslami — the only major faction 
supporting Rabbani-Masood duo in the ongoing 
push for Kabul. • 

Taliban have laid siege to Karghay, another picnic 
spot between Kabul and Paghman. he said, adding 
fierce fighting was raging between the student led 
militia and Ittehad i Islami conunandei. Maulvi 
izatullah in Karghay. "Taliban's next target is 
Intercontinental Hotel and Dagh-hBar" in Kabul. 

Irfan said Taliban were defending their positions 
in Bin Sar, Shaokai, Da^ul Aman and Jangalak in the 
Afghan capital. 

Irfan claimed that Tc^lilmn iiad retaken conliol o( 
Islam Qila — a bolder town with Mn ^hjch he 
acknowledged had been seized by pro-Riiijlui 
foicos about two days ago after laurichinci an attack 
hom the Iranian territory. The pro Rabbani troops 
have been eliminated in the area who had cai)tured 
Islam Qila because T&liten wett ii6l #(pocling nn 
attack, he said, adding at leastytpmriiment tiO()i)s 
had been killed and 50 others made prisoners durinci 
the offensive. He claimed, "we have also seized eight 
vehicles, with Iranian.number plates". These vehi- 
cles were also put on display in Herat city to bxpose 
Iranian irivolvemeDt in Afghanistan, the Taliban 
si)okesman said. 

Irfan said Taliban leader, Maulvi Ihsanullah 
Sunday lodged a protest with the Iranian consul- 
general in Herat in this rc^gard. A protest letter ad- 
dressed to Iranian President Ali Akbftt Hashmi 
Rafsanjani was also handed over to the consul-gen- 
eral. The letter said that Taliban wanted good neigh- 
bourly relations with Iran but at the same time 
warned against any future interference. 

Other sources. said that, besides taRing Islam 
Qila, forced loyal to Presideiit Rabbani also captured 

Kosam. Ghoryan and Qui Darra in Herat pi:ovince. 
However, later. Tafibari succeeded in ousting the ri 
val forces from llieiie area. 

AP adds from Kabul; The Taliban gunmen failed 
to breach the Afghan t'apilal's defences Sunday, but 
a spokesman claimed the op{3()siiion force had cap- 
tured at least 25 government troops. 

For the fifth consecutive day, opposition fighters 



and government soldiers exchanged; heavy artillery 
and rockcit lire iir the Risiikor hills at Kabul's south- 
ern city limits. 

One rocket landed in the soulhoin suburb of Karte 
Se. killing five [people and wounding at least 15 oth- 
ers, a hosjiital official told the Associated Press. 

The rocket landed outside the Afghan Red 
Crescent medical dispensary near a crowded market. 

Both government and opposition forces have been 
unabk; to make any headway in their offensives and 
counter offensives. 

• One govermrieht commander said his troops had 
been unable to make aiiy progress against dug-in 
Taliban gunmen. 

"The silufitiun of southern Kabul has not chaiujed 
although there were exchanges of heavy weapons 
fire." said governrnent spokesman Amrullah. 

Amrullah, however, said govMnment troops had 
moved forward against Qpi>osition i)Ositions on the 
western city of Kabul. 

"We have taken the whole of the San()lakh vailt^," 
Amrullah said of the wosloin district 20 kilometres 
from Kabul. We inariaged to'capme tlm areas we 
were not iri conlrol oi Iml this morning". , 

A Taliban si)()kesman in Peshawar claimed his 
troops had captured at least 25 government soldiers 
iieai Rishkor. The claim could not be immediately 
confirmed. 

Al'l' adds from Kjit3ul: Thousands of Kabul resi- 
dents threatened by the advancing Taliban fleddo 
other parts of the Afghan capital Sunday as ibe 
Islamic militia and government troops opened up a 
now frontline In the west of the country. 

With the sound of heavy gunfire drilting up from 
clashes south of the c(ty. inhabitants moved away 
from southern Kabul in trucks, on bicycles, in horse- 
pulled carts, or pulling'carts themselves; 

"This is the third lime I have escaped the fight- 
ing." said Noor Mohammed, a resident of the 
Chehelsitoon district. "I didn't think it would Btart 
again. " 



Life in central Kabul was normal with the streets 
packed with peo[)le and fruit and vegetable markets 
full of produce.' frontier post' --X Q 716 
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Rabbani forces 
await final push 

From Behroz Khan 



PESHAWAli: The Supreme Coordi- 
nation Council of Islamic Revolution 
of Afghanistan has opened a new 
front ordering its foDces-to ieadto- 
vN-ards Panv-an province to cut supply 
routes to President Rabbani s belea- 
guered forces from th^ nortli of the 
country. 

Informed Afghan sources told 
The News that fighters loyal to Shta 
faction of Hezb-i-Wahdat led by 
Karim Khalili and forces of Rashid 
Dotum's JunWsh-i-Milli are advanc- , 
ing from Bamyan province which is ! 
under Wahdat control. Karim i 
Kahlili s party is part of SCCIRA 
which also includes Hikmalyar, Dos- 
tum and Miyaddadi. 

WaMat has claimed victories in 
Nnbar, the only remaining post Rab- 
ban, lost to Wahdat in its Thursday- 
Friday fighting against the govern- 
ment forces. Wahdat also claitneti 
taking control of Sheikh Ah, Surkh 
Parsa and Doaba, Ghurband in Par- 
u an have been captured beside driv- 
ing back Rabbani retreating forces 
towju-ds Charikar. The ultimate goal 
oppa^tfon pm(«-imiites to be 
the capture of Jabal Siraj, the 
strongest mUitary base of Ahmad 
Shall Masood. 

Dostum, sources said, has also 
moved his fighters from Baghlan to 
link up with the Wahdat fighters at 
Ghoiband via Talu-i-Barfak and 
Hamyan as part of the joint attack on 
Kabul. The former militia boss is 
finding it difficuit fe challenge Rab- 
bani from the Salang side. 

Opening a war front in Salang 
seems difficult for Dostum due to the 
fall of winter season and ^i^M'fe#- 
impossible to keep the supply routes 
clear in tlie snow bound hilly terrain. 
Parwan, whlcli shares border with 
Kabul is under the control of former 
defence minister and Rabbani's 
strong man, Alimad Shall Masood. 

l^liban forces are also threaten- 
ing I'arwan and buildine 
pressure from Wardag side which 
ihey captured from Hikmatyar 
months back and were still in the 
control of the province. Rabbani's 
forces made several attempts to dis- 
lodge Taliban from Maidan Shehr, 
capital of Wardag but failed. 

Kezb-i-Islami (HiJanatyar) forces 
are stationed at Kapisa pro\'lnce 
which also border Parwan. It seems 
that Taliban attack on Kabul might 
be delayed for few days in case anti- 
Rabbani forces agreed to launch a 
coordinated attack on the country's 
capital. 



The capture of Parwan was aimed 
at cutting down the supply line to 
the bele^eied forces of tlie Afghan 
President and depriving him of the 
only province where he could shift in 
ease the oppositifitt stieceeds to 
overthrow the minority government, i 

Taliban sources on Friday also 
denied reports that President Rab- 
bani forces have made advances on > 
Tahban in Nmiruz province that bor- 
der the country with Iran. The at- ' 
tacJcers, Taliban, spokesmen h\ Kan- ] 
dahar and Quetta claimed, were 
pushed back and have been besieged 
in the mountains some 120km from 
Zarang, capital of Nimruz. 

INA has also reported that Tal- \ 
iban have sent fresh reinforcements ' 
to Nimru2 to counter the attack 
amidst giving warning to Taliban not 
to violate the country's borders in ; 
their perusal of anti-TaUban ele- 5 
ments. The Iranian threat also belies 
Rabbani claims to have made victo- I 
Ties in Nimruz as the fighting is tak- ] 

ing place on Afghaaisto border with , 
Iran. 

lyiban leader Marfavt Muham- 
mad Umar has also warned Iran not 
to interfere in the internal affairs of 
jffghanistan and has blamed Tehran i 
for funding and encouraging Tahban 
opponents to create unrest in tiie 
areas under their control. 

Abdullah 'Jan reports from Cha- 
rasyab: Following a green signal 
from its central shoora, the Taliban : 
miiM,ia is to launch a feel asssult | 
against the forces loyal to President 
Rabbani and Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masud which is expected 
within two-three days. 

"We may get a go-ahead signal 
even earlier," said the Talib^. com- 
manders at Rishkhor Garrison. They 
claim to be well-prepared for the de- 
cisive attack on the Afghan capital. 
They said the Kabul will be attacked 
from all the sides simultaneously. ' 

Justifying delay in their final at- 
tack on Afghan capital, the sources 
confided to The News that the Tal- 
iban leaders are also making efforts 
to win qverjthe support rf ebnunan- 

ders in the Rabbani-Masud camp. 

It is believed that letters have 
been sent to different commanders 
in Kabul city while others ap- 
proached by the special Tahban del- 
egations to convince them not to 
ofif«? testetance in case of an attack 
on the city Hordes of students of 
the reUgious schools and volunteers 
from the " southern pit)#?tfei§s of 
Afghanistan are joining Taliban mih- 
tia in this southern town of Kabul 
promce. From Charasyab they are 
seat towards the front lines of \ 
Rishkhor, Khat-e-Nawishta, Pule 1 
Charkhi and Maidan Shehr. | 

The tribes have started dispatch- 
ing volunteers to help 'Mban in cap- i 
turing Kabul. On the other hand, the 
militia leaders have also asl^d the 
Taliban studying in Afghanistan and ' , 
Pakistan to reach Charasyab for > 
jehad against the Rabbani govern- ^ 
ment. 



Taliban capture r 
strategic :Herat city ^ ^^""^ 

Rabbani blames Pakistan for backing Mban 
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|\J People fled Herat for 
\ ] Doghamn. Iran said It would 
not take refugees, but would 
^ set up facilities 12 kms 
I Inside Afghanistan. . 



Kandahar 




From Rahimuiiah Ytisufzai 

PESHAWAR: Exactly an year after 
thefr emergence, the Taliban scored 
one of theif fe^^get^^ififttary victories 
in Afghanistan Tuesday by capturing 
tlie strategic city of Herat. 

Herat's fall was a m^jor blow for 
President Burhanuddm Rabbani's be- 
leaguered government in Kabul, 
which now confrols only fwe out of 
Afghanistan's 32 districts. By con- 
trast, the TkUban increased their com- 
mand to 13 provinces and are now 
the most powerful military force'lii 
the counb^. 

Masoom Afghani, a Taliban leader, 
toldWIfe^ from the Pakistani bor- 
der town of Chaman that their forces 
entered Herat at 3 am Tuesday He 
said the city fell Without much resis- 
tance. •. : • , " .' 

A Taliban spokesman said MuU'a 
Mohammad Rabbani led the assault 
on Herat and-took' it in two phases. 
"Our fighters first captured the Herat 
airport and then drpve into the city. 
Herat Is now calm and peacefiil," he 
claimed. He maintained that the 
Herat province ha4 fallen, mcluding 
the border towns of Islam Qila with 
Iran and Toiftew* with Turk- 
menistan. '■ . ' 

While confirming Herat's fall, the 
Rabbani government blamed the Pak- 
istan government for backing the Tal- 
iban in thefr recent wave Of mihtary 
gains in westiem Afghanistan; Presi- 
dent Rabbani, who refused to step 
down even after expiry of his term on 
December 28 last year, sent a mes- 
sage to tlie UN Secretary General 
Routros Boutros-Ghali to complain 
that intervention by Pakistani forces 
led to the fall of Herat. 



Rabbani government's woes didn't 
tn& mh the lo^ of Herat. A few 
hours later. Gen. Rasheed Dostum's 
Junbush-i-Melli Islami claimed that its 
forces had captured Qala-i-Nau, capi- 
tal of Badgliis province bordering 
Tbrkmenistan. Tiiis raised to se\'en tiie 
number of provinces controlled by 
Dostum, ii*6'liow is the biggest mili- 
tary force m northern Afghanistan. 
Badghis' fall also for the first time 
brought Dostum's forces face to face 
with the Taliban. The latter in the past . 
refused to join Dostum in an anti-Rab- 
bani alliance due to his conununist 
past but the recent offensive against 
the Rabbani government on at least 
five fronts shows that the two sides 
had coordinated their attacks wttiout 
entering or announcmg a formal al- 
Uance. The Hezb-i-Islami (Hekmat- 
yar), which is an ally of Dostum in 
their anti-Rabbani alUatice SCCIRA; 
was mediating between Dostum and 
"Mban for quite some tMe fiiM. 

Subsequent reports suggested that 
Ittehad-I-Islami chief Prof Sayyaf, who 
is Rabbani's most important ally, had 
fled his Paghman headquarters floitii- 
west of Kabul to take refuge in his 
fortified base in the Shamshad moun- 
taini near Torkham on the Pak- 
Afghan border The fall of Paghman to 
the "Mban couldn't be confirmed. 

Another report said an important 
Rabbani conunander Abdul Baseer 
Khalid in Badakhshan province bor- 
dering TEgikistan had revolted against 
Kabul and announced his allegiance 
. with the northern warlord Dqstum. 

"Our ultimate target is to capture- 
Kabul, enforce anMteffiie^^m in 
Afghanistan and guarantee peace and 
honour to the Afglian people," re- 
marked Taliban spokesman Niari. 
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Babar blames Rabbaiii 

for Peshawar blasts 



^rom Rahlmuiiah Yusufzal 



PESIIAWAR: Both Federal Interior 
Miiuster Naseerullah Babar and In- 
spector General of Police flGP) 
NWFP Syed Masud Shali; have al ' 
leged that the Rabbani government 
was behind the recent bomb explo- 
sions in Pfeshawar. 

"It couldn't be anybody else. WIio 
else but Kabul would do such a 
thmg?" maintained Babar while an- 
j swenng reporters' questions in Pe- 
i shawar Friday He explained that 
there is a pattern to the acts of ter- 
rorism being committed in Pakistan 
especially in NWFR He said a wave of 
terronsm was also witnessed in early 
!nn?'v ^980s and now in 

1995. He argued that India has no 
iove lost for Pakistan and was now 
hobnobbing with the Rabbani gov- 
ermnent to create problems for Is- 
lamabad. 

In reply to a question, Babar said 
no new measures were being con- 
templated to restrict the movement of 
Afghan refugees in a bid \o check ter- 
rorist activities. He said the official 
crossing-point on the P^-Afghan bor- 
der at Torldiam had beer, closed last 
year to stop the unhindered flow of 
Afglian refugees into Pakistan but it 
wasn't possible to put a complete halt 
to it or force the refugee livmg here 
to return to their homeland. 

He added that Pakistan was trying 
to create conditions conducive for the 
return of the refugees to Afghanistan 
by contributing to the rebuilding of 
their country In this context, he 
pointed to the opening of a branch of 
Utility Stores Corporation of Pakistan 
m Jalalabad to sell goods at cheaper 
rates and the restoration of the tele- 
phone facility in the Taliban-con- 
troUed cities of Kandahar, Herat and 
Ghazni and Rasheed Dostum-held city 
of Mazar-i-Sharif Meanwhile, the 

^^^f Syed Masud 
Shah told T^e News in an interview 
tha only the Rabbani govermnent 

Jrt. nf cf r ^ "'^'^^^ ^ sponsoring 
acts of subversion in ftikistan 

"Despite Pakistan's persistant de- 
mals, Kabul is still blaming tis for its 
military setbacks. None else but 



Kabul has a motive to get even with 
us, '^ he added. 

Shah explained that the bombs 
used m tlie four recent blasts in Pe- 
shawar were Russian-made. He said 
those sponsoring these terrorist acts 
were trying to test Pakistan by start- 
ing off at a smaller scale. He said a 
sinular wave of terrorism was un- 
leashed in 1980*87 when key points 
like government instaUations were 
targetted initiaUy and later soft tar- 
gets like bus stands, cinema houses, 
restaurants, etc. bombed. He thought 
faUure to nab the terrorists involved 
m the first phase of bombings would 
have encouraged the sponsors to go 
for the soft targets. However, he said 
the poUce was able to arrest the ac- 
cused, Hameed, in the very first act 
of terrorism in the Tfelegraph Ofiice in 
Peshawar. He said the cop on duty 
nab>>ed Hameed, a Persian-speaking 
Afghan refugee, when the time-bomb 
exploded before he could plant it and 
severely, ii^ured his hands. . , 
The IGP NWFP said Hameed's in- 
terrogation would provide the police 
some useful information to appre- 
hend the other terrorists sent by 
Kabul. He said alertness of the cops 
and intelligence work done by them 
had enabled the Frontier Pblice to 
pre-empt the terrorists. *We have up- 
graded our security. My cops are vig- 
ilant and are keeping an eye on in- 
coming and outgoing Afghan 
refugees even though it is veiy diffi- 
cult owing to their huge numbers and 
their mtegration wiUi the local popu- 
lation," he informed. 

NEWS 11/4 ^ 
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The police nabbed an Afghan 
refugee, Hameed, when the explo- 
sive device he was trying to plant at 
the Telegi-aph Office exploded in his 
hands. The iiyured Hameed on in- 
terrogation said he was accompa- 
nied by other terrorists as well. 
Later, the police arrested nine other 
Afghan refugees and said tliey were 
sent to bomb public places and key 
govermnent installations. All the ar- 
rested Afghans were Persian-speak- 
ing TcTjiks. 



ASSASSINATIONS IN PESHAWAR 



PESHAWAR: An Afghan tribal elder 
Wakil Wcizir Mohammad was killed 
when fired at by unknown gunmen 
in Hayatabad township in Peshawar 
Friday 

Afghan sources said Wazir Mo- 
hammad, who was an elder of Zad- 
ran tribe and had migrated to Pak- 
istan from his native Khost more 
than a decade ago, was rushed to i 
the hospital where he succumbed to 
hisir\juries. 

Wazir Mohammad was a sup- 
porter of the Council of Under- 
standing and National Unity of 
Afghanistan (Shura Tafahum-i- 
Melli), which is a nationalist body 
supporting ex-king Zahir Shah and 
has been critical of both the Afghan 
communists and miyahideen. 

A day earlier, the Council's 
spokesman and former general 
Abdul Hakim Katawaze, was guimed 
down by unidentified gunmen in Pe- 
shawar. 

Katawaze's assassination sent a 
wave of shock among the Afghan 
refugees but it is still unclear as to 
who killed him. 

Katawaze reportedly told a week 
before his murder that the Kaul 
government is plaiming to assassi- 
nate him. ^^^^g ^^/^ 
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PESHAWAR: Afghan leadere sup,.ort- 
ing ex-king Zahir Sliali are receiving,' 
anonymous death calk after the as- 
sa^ination of Abdul Hakiin Katawaze 
in Peshawar on Thursday. 

Syed Ishaq Gillani, a known niu- 

l!f",''";™^^'' Afghan in- 
teUectual who supports Zahir Shah's 
return for the restoration of peace 
said, I received the anonymous call 
three hours after Katawaze was 
gunned down. The caller threatened 
ot dire consequences saying he could 
be the next target,". Ishaq Gillani is 
ako member of Shura Pafaluun-i-Milli 
Afghanistan. 

. Other prominent Afghans who 
were assassinated in Peshawar for 
their support to Shall Zalur Slmli were 
Wall Mian Karokliel, Ustad Zakir, Prof 
Qayyum, Dr Lodin and Syed Baliaud- 
dm M^rooh. JamiatuUah Jalal, who 
went missing from Peshawar a year 
back has still not been found. Afghans 
have demanded of Uie government to 
ensure theu- security - • - 
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Islamic Rebels 
Renew a Siege 
To Win Kabul 

By JOHN F. BURNS 

NEW DELHI, Oct. 15 — Seven 
months after they were routed by 
Government troops in their bid to 
take the capital of Afghanistan, fight- 
ers for the Islamic fundamerftMist 
force known as the Taliban have 
mounted a fresh attack, regaining all 
their lost ground and pushing Gov- 
ernment fighters back to the out- 
skirts of the capital, Kabul. 

For Kabul's 750,000 people, the of- 
fensive raises the prospect of a re- 
turn to the 15 months of siege war- 
fare beginning in January 1994 that 
reduced wide areas # tfte city to 
rubble. President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani's Islamic Government, consid- 
ered moderate by the standards of 
Afghanistan's warring Islamic 
groups, has counterattacked and 
vowed to hang onto Kabul at all 
costs. 

The surging fortunes of the rebels, 
beginning with their capture of the 
western city of Herat in early Sep- 
tember, h«s set off a diplomatic con- 
frontation between Pakistan, widely 
believed to be backing the Taliban, 
and three other countries with a tra- 
ditional interest in Afghanistan — 
India, Iran and Russia. 

Western intelligence officials say 
that India an^ Russia are heipifflg to 
arm and finance the Afghan Govern- 
ment and that Iran, disturbed by the , 
rebels' control of areas of western 
Afghanistan on its borders, has 
stepped up its hostility toward the | 
Taliban since the capture of Herat. | 
As th'e TMftan advanced m^Kabul i 
last week, Indian officials suggested 
that the three countries develop a 
strategy to prevent the Taliban from 
sweeping to power in Kabul and es- 
tablishing an Islamic fundamentalist 
state. 

"The elements who are attacking 
Kabul have been raised, trained, 
armed and led by Pakistani intelli- 
gence agencies," Ma's VQHign 
Ministry said in a statement issued 
in New Delhi on Thursday. 

Pakistan has denied being the 
power behind the Taliban and ridi- 
culed accusations by India and Iran 
that Pakistani military officers have 
been involved in the offensives at : 
Herat and Kabul, to the extent of ; 
flying fighter-bombers and com- ■ 
manding tanks. ' 

Since they appeared on the scene 
suddenly a year aeo. the Taliban 



rebels have been the wild card in the 
Afghan turmoil that developed after 
the Communist Government left be- 
hind in Kabul after the 10-year Soviet 
occupation collapsed in April 1992. 
Previously unknown among the 
country's fractious Islamic groups, 
the Taliban are led by Muslim cler- 
ics who emerged from religious 
schools that sprung up on both sides 
of the Afghan-Pakistan border dttf- 
i«g the Soviet occupation. 

The new battle for Kabul has in- 
volved bombing and artillery attacks 



by the rebels on civilian areas of the 
capital, and return artillery bom- 
bardments by the Government's 
forces. Western diplomats say cap- 
ture of the city is unlikely, given the 
Government's strength, but much 
may depend on Afghanistan's ethnic 
politics. 

The Government is dominated by 
ethnic Tajiks, a minority in Afghani- 
stan, while the Taliban are almost 
entirely Pashtuns, from the majority 
ethnic group that has traditionally 
provided At^anistM's riUefs. 
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President bajas sale ot scrap metal 



President Rabbani issued an order on 
July 7 banning sroi^ling €f scrap metals 
outside the country. 

The order said the damaged military 
equipin^ lelonged ttf the ti!ltt«)ff iml tle^i^^^ 
smuggling lay irre^m^fe |Miopte Must be 
stopped. 

President Rabbani ordered the Defense 
Ministry to make an inventory of the damaged 
military hardware and store ihcm in safe places 
so that ihey could be used inside ihc country. 

It should be added that P;ilcistan 
is the only country buying scrap 
metals from Afghanistan. Some 
shortsighted warlords arc hired 
by Paidstanis to change the - 
working military hardware into 
scrap "and then sell them in the 
Pakistani market. Opposition 
group, especially Hezb Islami of 
HMcmitty^i dismantled all the machin- 
ery in south and east Kabul and sold 
them as scrap metal to Pakistan. 

Cv.me commander even have start- 
ed to sell tanks toi^Pakistani army and police. 
Such deals have angered all patriotic Afghans. 
They are angry with Afghan warlords involved 
in such deals and also with the Pakistan govern- 
ment which exf^iti fee abnormal situation in 



Afghanistan. 

Pakistanis arc ;ilso involved in plundcnng fo- 
rests and precious stones in Kunar and Noonstan 
provinces of Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan, a maga/inc publish by the 
Afghan Information Center in Peshawar, wrote in 
its latest issue that Pakistanis were involved in ex- 
traction of semi precious stones from Noorisian. 
Hundreds of locals arc hired to work in these 
mines. The Pakistani miners have established 
goodrelaiion will the local influential people 
who also receive a share. 

To continue their exploita- 
tion of Afghan natural resources, 
Pakistanis have introduced drug 
among the young Noorisianis, 
the paper wrcite. ' 

A consider able number of 
young people in this remote area 
are now addicted to drugs, 
the paper claimed. 

Their Pakistani boss- 
es, the paper wrote, take 
.Mgliiin workers to P. t 'tt-i-- 
" ea€h fSMffith.- The« uorkers 
spend what they c;ir n from working in the mines 
m Lahore and Kiu-achi brothels and return cmpiy- 
handed to their villages to prepare for another 
I^easoreiripio Mistan, 




AFGHANews July 
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6,000 more join Taliban 
force for attack on Kabul 



From Syed Haider Shah 

RISHKHOR: About 6,000 fresh Tal- 
iban fighters reached the fronthnes 
Wednesday to take part in a decisive 
push into Kabul. 

This scribe saw a steady stream of 
young, bearded Taliban arriving at 
Pule Alam, capital of Logar province, 
before being despatched to the south- 
em and western Kabul frontlines. In 
visibly high spirits, these TMiban were 
later seen arriving at Charasyab and 
Rishkhor, receiving warm hugs from 
their triumphant comrades. 

"We may launch a final offensive 
on Kabul city tonight," informed 
Maulvi Amir Mohammad Ahmadi, the 
'Mban commander at Rishkhor gar- 
rison. 

Flying the wliite Taliban flags and 
Ustening to revolutionary Islamic po- 
etry blaring from taperecorders, the 
religious students entrenched in 
frontline positions on the Khairabad 
hills said they were waiting for a sig- 
nal from their central Shura to march 
on Kabul. Many of them expressed 
displeasure with their leaders for de- 
laying the orders to attack Kabul. "We 
don't v/ant to lose the momentum we 
have built up after our string of mili- 
tary victories in Herat and Sheend- 
hand and now in Charasyab and 
Rishkhor," argued 'Miban fighters. 

Exchange of heavy fire continued 
throughout this scribe's stay at the 
southern Kabul frontlines. The Tal- 
iban and government foi^ces fired at 
each v^th multi-barrel rocket launcl i- 
ers, mortars, DC artillery guns and aa 
assortment of other heavy arms. The 
Taliban commanders said they have 
installed the US-manufactured, anti- 
aircraft Stinger missiles in sufficient 
quantity on every mountain peak to 
keep Rabbani's jet-fighters at bay. 
"We have more Stingers than the air- 
craft at Rabbani's disposal," re- 
marked a Taliban fighter Din Moiian.- 
mad. He and other Taliban claimed 
the two jet-fighters in Kabul's posses- 
sion had rarely been sent to bomb 

their positions. "Once the plane came 
after us but it only succeeded in 
bombing its positions from a very 
high altitude," added several Taliban. 

Six bodies of Rabbani government 
soldiers could be seen beside the 
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roadside at Charasyab, covered with 
earth only on Tuesday More soldiers 
lying unburied at Rishkhor were re- 
portedly taken away by tlie Red Cross 
officials to Kabul. Tl\e exact number 
of casualties on both sides couldn't be 
obtained but local inhabitants said 
they have suffered substantial losses. 
The government was stated to have 
lost more soldiers, mostly at Cha- 
rasyab where the Taliban took them 
by surprise at the beginning of their 
current offensive. The TaUban were 
seen using helicopters, to ferry their 
dead and wounded, using Logar as 
the base camp. Logar province Gov- 
ernor, Maulvi Mohanunad Kabir, was 
coordinating plans to shift the dead 
and ii\jured and sent freshly arrived 
Taliban to the frontlines. 

Since the start of the present Tal- 
iban offensive, they have stopped ve- 
hicles from plying to Kabul. Only 
trucks carrying gi*apes from Kabul to 
Logar, Gardez, Khost and onwards to 
Paldstan were being allowed passage 
across the Taliban lines. A large num- 
ber of trucks carrying ftielwood, fuel 
and otlier items of food and essentials 
were seen stranded between Pule 
Alam and Mohammad Agha after 
being refused permission to proceed 
to Kabul. Driver of one of these vehi- 
cles said he was waiting since a week 
in the hope that the Taliban would 
eventually allow liim to drive towards, 
Kabul. 

Taliban commanders at the 
Riskhkhor and Sange Nawishta front- 
lines said the Kabulis living in Karte 
Seh, Karte Char, Kote Sangiand Darul 
Aman palace areas have shifted to 
safer places in Kabul or outside the 
city to escape fighting. I^aliban fight- 
ers based in the nearby hills could 

e<iin\y observe movements in these 
ar(ias and fire at will at govermnent 
defence lines. The Taliban claimed 
tlu ee successive comiter-attacks by 
the beleaguered Rabbani forces to 
dislodge them had been repulsed. 

The high-spirited Taliban said 
thoir men had scored another 
morale-boosting military victory by 
capturing Butkhak, inching their 
way towards Pule Charki in eastern 
suburbs of Kabul. They said their 
plans were to put the Khwaja 



R awash airport in Kabul out of oper- 
ation. 

At Kliost, Gardez and Pule Alam, 
tl-ie local transporters have each put 
eiiU vehicles at the disposal of Tal^ 
iban to facilitate their movements. 
Or\e could feel a genuine apprecia- 
t]on among the local population for 
ti e Taliban, pointing out that they 
had brought peace, removed the cor- 
rupt and cruel checkposts and pun- 
ished the criminals. "The Taliban 
iTvay be naive in terms of running an 
administration but none can doubt 
their sincerity and patriotism," main- 
Udned Afghans interviewed at ran- 
dom at several places in Khost, Pak- 
tia and Logar provinces. 

Our Peshawar Bureau adds: A 
Taliban spokesman claimed here 
Wednesday that their forces have 
captured anoter three posts in the 
Faghman mountains west of Kabul. 

The spokesman said Koh-i-Ba- 
1 toor, Ateeq and Qala-i-Nau posts of 
the Rabbani government fell during 

a fierce Taliban assault. He said 70 
government soldiers were killed and 
40 ii\iiu-ed in the fighting. 

The spckesn\an maintained that 
another government offensive to dis- 
lodge tlie Talibim from Rishkhor gar- 
rison WiXS f )iled Wednesday He said 
the Taliban were holding on to posi- 
tions captared by them, in recent 
days. 

Meanwuile, a Hezb-i-Wahdat 
(Mazari) spokesman in Peshawar 
said their f>>rces were fully in control 
of Bamiyiiu province in central 
Afghanistan and were now planning 
to make ;ulvances towards Ghor- 
band. He .said his party along with 
forces of Supreme Coordination 
Council of Islamic Revolution of 
Afghanistan (SCCIRA) were now ca- 
pable of rcxichiug Charikar, capital of 
Alimad Shah Masood's native Par- 
wan province, via Ghorband. 

The spokesman, Mirzoi, denied 
Rabbani vj[overnment claims that 
their forces were still in control of 
parts of Bamiyan province. He said 
the government soldiers as well as 
those belonging to Hezb-i-Wahdat 
(Akbari) and Shaikh Asef Mohseni's 
Harkat-i-I;slami, had all been evicted 
from Beur.iyan. He claimed claimed 
the latter's base number seven in 
Parwan ai Turkman and Loling had 
also fallen to Hezb-i-Wahdat 
(Mazari). He added that the route to 
Darra-i-Souf used by government 
soldiers had also been cut-off. "We 
would soon eliminate the govern- 
ment forces in Darra-i-Souf," warned 
Mirzoi. 
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Relaunches Peace Effort 
in Afghanistan 

Mestiri To Be Based In Jalalabad 

Rather Than Kabul 

The United Nation's special envoy. to Afghanistan announced that the 
quick change in the balance of power in the country underscored by the 
capture by the Taleban in early September of four Western provinces Irom 
aic government will enable him to launch a renewed effort to promote a U.N. 
plan for the country. 

Meanwhile the Taleban victories have renivigorated the movement 
which madeclaims that they were secretly negotiating with a number of pro- 
government commanders near the Afghan capital of Kabul and will soon 
lake the city without a tight. Many of the Taleban victories, including the 
capture of the strategic Western city of Herat and the Shindand air base in 
early September, were won after similar defections and without heavy 
fighting. 

The Taleban advance in Western Afghanistan has seriously strained 
relations between Afghanistan and Pakistan, which has been blamed for 
backing the Taleban. Mass rallies have been held in Kabul denouncing 
Pakistan's interference in Afghan affairs. One such rally on Sept. 6 turned 
violent when thousands of demonsuators auacked and burned the Pakistani j 

embassy in the capital resulting in 
the death of an embassy employee 
and a demonstrator and more than 
two dozen injuries. Both counU"ies 
have refused to issue apologies in 
the aftermath of the embassy attack 
and diplomatic relations are on the 
verge of collapse. 

Pakistani authorities said that 
while they do not want to break off 
relations with Afghanistan they will 
not rebuild their embassy in Kabul 
but will rather base it in Jalalabad, an 
opposition controlled city. The Af- 
ghans responded that such an act 
would automatically constitute a 
break in relations. 



U.N. Plan 

U.N. negotiator Mahmoud 
Mestiri said on Sept. 1 5 that he would 
travel to Afghanistan later in the 
month to relaunch an elTort to im- 
pose a U.N. plan on the counu-y. 

"We are resuming our efforts and 
will try and put the Afghans to- 
gether," Mestiri said in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan during a seminar on Cen- 
tral Asian regional security. "Things 
arc changing very quickly - we have 
to take the problem as a whole." 

The U.N, sponsored process has 
been stalled since last March when 
Mestiri failed in his bid to arrange 
the transfer of power from the gov- 



ernment of President Burhannudin 
Rabbani to an interim council heavily 
weighted in favor of royalists who 
played no part in the fight against the 
Soviet occupation. In the past few 
months there have been signs that 
the U.N. is attempting to bring about 
a solution involving the former Af- 
ghan King Zahir Shah himself though 
no official statements have been 
made in that regard. 

Mestiri's resumpdon of the U.N. 
mission will involve an extended 
stay by the envoy in the country. He 
however said that he will be based in 
the eastern city of Jalalabad rather 
than in Kabul. Four other U.N. po- 
litical officers are preparing for ex- 
tended stays in Kabul, Herat, 
Kandahar and Mazar-i-Sharif to keep 
in daily contact with the major Af 
ghan factions. Hezb al-Islami leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmetyar has access to 
Jalalabad which is controlled by a 
coalition of groups. Herat and 
Kandahar are now conu-olled by the 
Taleban, and Mazar-i -Sharif is the 
stronghold of the Uzbek milifia con- 
u-olled by former communist war- 
lord Abdul Rashid Dustom. 



Government's 
Response 

While the Afghan government 
has been wary of U.N. interference 
in the country, they have also been 
careful to keep open their lines of 
communicauon with the organiza- 
tion so as not to be seen by the 
international community as the party 

responsible forthecountry'sconfin- 
ued bloodshed. Thus despite the 
government's obvious displeasure 
at Mestiri basing himself in J alalabad 

f and placing other permanent envoys 
in opposiuon controlled cities, the 
government officially gave cautious 
support to the U.N. initiative. 

"The doors are sfiU open and we 
hope we can find a permanent solu- 
tion to the problem through political 
means," Afghanistan ' s Foreign Min- 
ister Najibullah Lafraie said. In an 
obvious reference to Pakistan, the j 
foreign minister added "but unul 
that happens, unfortunately, tho.se 
who are imposing the war on the 
Afghan people are contiiuiing their 
plots, and thus the war, unfortunately, 
will continue." 

Afghan officials have claimed 
that Pakistan is using the Taleban 
movement as a front organization to 
disguise what they say is a de facto 
invasion of Afghanistan. 

"However they might try, Paki- 
stan will never succeed in their am- 
bition to make slaves out of their 
Afghan brothers," Younis Qanouni, 

Afghanistan'sDefense Minister, told 
a mass rally in Kabul on Sept. 13. 

Qanouni also dismissed Taleban 
claims that they were in contact with 
several disaffected commanders 
i from facuons allied with Rabbani. 

Taleban spokesman. Mullah 
Musa, had earlier claimed that a num- 
ber of commanders from the Ittehad- 
i-Islami, led by Abdurrab Rasoul 
Sayyaf, were willing to join the 
Taleban which, according to Musa, 
would enable the movement to take 
Kabul without a fight. 

"Whatever their propagandists 
might whisper in your ear, whatever 
they might say about other 
mujahideen defecting, you must 
stand united against Taleban," 
Qanouni said. 

"This is just Taleban propaganda, 
designed to destabilize our alliance," 



THE AFGHAN 
WOMEN'S TASK 
FORCE has 
prepared a 
2nd edition 
of its 
Roster of 
the Afghan 
Women ' s In - 
formation 
Network. 

The 94-entry 
Roster is 
available 
for $3 plus 
a self-ad- 
dressed 
stamped 
envelope 
from the 
group at 

1864 Sherman, 
7 NW, 

Evans ton, 
IL 60201. 




On 



(N 



— 

C 

B 

O 



S 2 
o > 



I— > 



c 

si) CT3 

a 

JO, 



c/; r- • — 



> 



OS 



or 



."2 



25 



Afghan refugees in Islamabad 



PAKISTAN HAS been a piost generous 
host to millions of Afghan refugees. It did 
all it could to look after them and make 
their stay in Pakistan a happy experience. 
In return most of the Afghans have 

reciprocated with good behaviour and 
have, by and large, not created avoidable 
problems for us. Wherever they could, 
tney tried to earn their own livelihood 
honestly and eased our burden. It is true 
that problems arose due to the influx of 
Afghan refugees. We often blame them 
for the vast increase in the narcotics 
smuggling and the influx of deadly 
weapons in Pakistan which is disturbing 
tlic peace of lari^c cities. Prices r ^ai e^>- 
tate and rents for houses have certainly 
gone up, but the beneficiaries of this have 
been concerned Pakistanis too. In some 
professions and businesses they have 
offered stiff competition to our men but 
that has been done without breaking any 
laws of the land or by resorting to any un- 
fair practices. For the gourmet they have 
added another dimension to culinary art 
and now their restaurants attract crowds 
of people who prefer Afghani cuisine. 

When Najibullah resigned and disap- 
peared from the Afghan scene there was 
another and a different kind of Afglian 
refugees pouring into Pakistan. This time 
it was that class of Afghans which had 
supported the Soviet-backed regimes in 
Afghanistan and hence feared that it 
would be exterminated by the Muja- 
hideen who fought a long war against the 
Soviet-backed regimes and against the 
Soviet troops. Many of these new refu- 



present these particular Afghans seem to 

^ enjoy complete freedom to encage in 
jrees were visiDlv secuiar and herioni«;t«c r i i • -^.x ,.1 

j^ct.:* wcii^ i:»iLiy ^ these harmful businesses without the 

and came irom a more attluent section of r .1 1 ^ a 

society. The better placed refugees lost no P°l!" the danger to the 

time to acquire travel docuTnents and '^"^'^'y [iP"' such illegal trades 
took offfor greener pastures in Europe , Al Afghan refugees settled in 
and America The middle class in the new lamabad should be registered and a spe- 
category was not able to get away from cial branch of the pohce deputed to keep 

n 1 • . A ■ ^^^^t:„r, c^„.« watch over their activities. It shoula be 

Pakistan and is now creating some , r • n- • . 

problems for us. Very many of these refu- possible for our intelligence services to 
gees are hostile to Pakistan and many unearth KH AD agents that may be 
among them could even be active KM AD among the Afghan refugees and then to 
agents and may have links with RAW and trace their possible hnks with the ongo- 
MOSSAD or other organisations opposed ing terrorism in Karaclu Of course those 
to Pakistan. Since the operations of these engaged in legitimate businesses should 
agents must necessarily be secret they "ot be harassed or disturbed We must bc- 
hlve to be identified and then countered, g'" to prepare for the problem that will 
Afghan refugees have a strong tcnden- arise when peace is established m Af-| 

, • 1 1 ghanistan as It must some day and when I 

cy to congregate m localities where they . ^ , ^ .„ \^ , i 

' 1- ■ I- -^u . • all Afghan refueees will want to return: 

can live their own lives without any in- , ^ . • 

^ c c Ti 1 • • -r-i home. It may be that those who in some I 

terference from Pakistanis. They set up supported the Soviet intervention i 

their restaurants and houses of ill fame, j^^ Afghanistan would not want to return: 
which attract unsuspecting Pakistani A^hanistan. Should we absorb these 
youth. This class of Afghans seems to . r i • • . 1.11 j 

have found in Islamabad a city to their lik- Afghans m our society or should we send 
J 1 -Ti them away from Pakistan? We must now 

ing and where they can nrosper. They ex- j ^^^35,, f^,^^ 

ploit the immense eoodwill that Pakista- - .14 ^ i 

nis have for Afghans. Jj^y . P^'R^^ ^^^^^ documents as. 

While the government should not have Pakistani citizens. Our government will; 
any objection to the Afghans when they have to consider the grant of^ nationalityi 
restrict their activities to the limits per- ^^^f Afghans. A correct decision can 
mitted by our laws and culture, we should taken onlv if we have all necessary m- 
keep a vigilant eye on those among the formation about them. We must begin 
Afghans that may Have links with tcr- "o^ to collect the required data. This 
rorists, drug pedlars and smugglers of mav require a small bureau in Islamabad 
v.'carons. Tlie po'.icc and particularly the and Peshawar. 



secret police and other intelligence agen- 
cies should make concerted efforts to 
keep track of the shady activities of these 
Afghans. Prostitution and smuggling of 
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Afghans not ready for expatriation 



F.P. Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD — According to an esti- 
mate more than 50,000 Afghan refugees are 
residiTig in various sectors of Islamabad and 
its outskirts. They are v^/ell settled, havmg 
bought houses in posh areas and ventured 
into lucrative business. Having lived in 
Pakistan for as many as 16 years now, they 
have adopted the language, culture and tra- 
ditions ol the local people and t'cmg com- 
fortable with living among the local popu- 
lace, they do not feel like refugees any more 
and hence do not vv-ant to return hom.e. 

Javed, a refugee and owmer c: a well-fur- 
nished Afghan lestaurant at Peshav/ar, 
vvhen askeo about his feelings regarding 
going back to Aighamstan, retorts, "we are 
settled and generations of young Afghans 
have been born in Pakistan. V\/h; should we 
return to a country devastated by years of 
war with no hope and prospects for future. 
When asked, how they afford to Live in a lap 
of luxijry despite having no means and 
source of income, he replies. "How can we 
afford to rent such grand houses and run a 
good business without somebody's help", 
and j^jst vv^ho was that somebody'?' "actually 
cur relatives living in America and other 



European countries support us financially 
enabling us to live a respectable life." he 
explains. 

Majority of Afghans, when migrated 
from Kabul, chose to settle down m 
Islamabad and were supported financially 
by their relatives in foreign countries to sus- 
tain a luxurious lifestyle which they were 
used to before leaving Afghanistan. 

Others who were less lucky with no Doay 
abroad to provide financial help, turned to 
petty jobs and the more desperate ones re- 
sorted to criminal activities to make ends 

Afghans are desperate, survival in a land 
v\^here opportunities are rare can be a chal- 
lenge. "Not all of the Afghans are crimiinais 
involved m dacoity and theft: "UNHCR gave 
them a refugee status but they are living in 
the residential areas of the capital, instead 
of refugee camps which m.akes them illegal 
immigrants in Islamabad," opines SHO 
Margalla police station, who investigated 
more than 150 cases of illegal Afghan im.mi- 
g rants recently. 

The recent incident of the attack and 
ransacking of Pakistan's embassy m Kabul 
has once again prompted pul^lic opinion re- 



garding the issue of their repatriation. 
DemiOnstrations are being held in the feder- 
al capital to force the government to send 
them back to their home land as m public 
opinion they have become extra burden on 
the already flagging economy. 

"We have been bearing the burden of 
millions of Afghans smce Soviet interven- 
tion m Afghamstan but they are now bitmg 
the hand that feeds by raiding Pak embassy 
and injuring the staff and kidnapping our 
children," says angry Aurangzeb Khan, a 
citizen of Islamabad. 

Some Afghans have obtained fake ID 
cards m the cities of Peshav;ar. Swat and 
Quetta by ^j-reasing the palms of the staff at 
the registration ofhces and have settled 
down m different areas of Punjab and Smdh 
v/ith a claim to nationality. 

According to an Afghan, Ghulam Raza, a 
resident of Rawalpindi Fau]i Colony, 'It is 
easy to get a Pakistani ID card as one only 
has to pay a s'um of rupees four to five thou- 
sand to the concerned authority to secure 
cne." 

"We have not issued ID card to any 
Afghan refugee since vve established our of- 
fice at Islamabad, hovv^ever, I am not sure 
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about the Afghan women who get married 
to Pakistani males and then obtain one", 

replied Zaiar Tehsin, operation director^ reg- 
istration office, ministry of interior, when 
asked about the illegal practice of selling ED 

cards to illegal immigrants. 

The Afghan refugees also have some 
valid complaints about the police harass- 
ment. "Police is not interested in checking 
illegal immigrants All they are interested in 
is money. As long as we grease their palms, 
we are neither illegal immigrants nor crima- 
nals." compiams Ghulam Raza, rinoiher 
Afghan. 

After the virtual break dov/n oi diplomat ^ 
ic ties between Pakistan and the P.abbani 
government in Kabul, Pakistan is seriously 
considering to repatriate the Afghans. But 
owing to [he pressure from Hekmatyar and 
TalilDan, Islamabad is reluctant to announce 
a final official decision in this regard. 
However, whatever step the government 
may take, it is quite evident from the 
Afghan response that they are not ready to 
leave comfortable lives and established 
businesses to return to the apocalyptic 
country where they will have to start every- 
thing all over again from a scratch. 

FRONTIER^POST 10/2 




High-level 
Af ghans ' re 




today 



PESHAWAR, Oct 2: A high-level 
meeting is being held in Is- 
lamabad on Mdnday to discuss 
the repatriation of Afghan refu- 
gees by June next year. 

Some 1.2 million Afghan refu- 
gees are. residing in the North 
West Frontier Province (NWFP) 
and the rest are scattered in other 
parts of Pakistan. 

The all important meeting will 
be chaired by the NWFP Gover- 
nor and attended besides others 
by the Secretary Safron, Chief 
Commissioner and Provincial 
Commissioners Afghan refugees 
and senior officers of the minis- 
try concerned. It is expected to 
evolve a formula for the return of 
the Afghans. It will also discuss 
waN S and mearLS to motivate and 
persuade trie Non-Governmental 
Organisatitjn* (NGOs) to take 
care of th : Refugees. Following 
the stoppa^rc of assistance by the 
United N;itions High Commis- 
sioner for i i;fugces (UNHCR) and 
the Woria Food Programme, 
Pakistan i> not in a position to 
help thcrr- beyond a certain limit. 

The meeting will also deliber- 
ate on th- proposed changes in 
the organisational structures of 
the Afghan Refugees Commis- 
sionrates. ' Jnder the plan, the post 
of the Ch ef Commissioner will 
be aboUshcd and its office wound 
up. Interestingly, the sitting Chief 



Commissioner js the brother of 
the NWFP Governor who will be 
chairing the crucial meetihg. The 
role of the chief commissioner is 
of a coordinator between the 

provincial commissionerates and 
the Federal Government and it 
has nothing to do with the care 
and maintenance of the lefugees. 
In Punjab, the posts of tne com- 
missioner and the additional com- 
missioner are aso proposed to be 
abolished and the district adminis- j 
trator, will look after the affairs 
regarding the Afghan refugees. 

The m'eeting will also discuss 
replacing of the Refugees Com- 
missioner in Peshawar v.ith the 
Chief Commissioner as tl ^e latter 
has been relieved from his current 
assignment. The st.iff in 
Peshawar, already drastically cut 
under a phased programme, 
would be further reduced in view 
of the limited operations in 
another few months. 

It may be added that the inter- 
national assistance for the Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan, has dwindled 
down from 20 million dollars to 
4.7 million dollars allocated for 
the current year. These figures 
related to the UNHCR alone 
while WFP assistance totalled a 
maximum of 30 million dollars 
which has since come down to 
hardly one-fifth. The current 
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figures however, did not include 
the bilateral assistance from 
different sources. 

The number of refugee camps 
has also reduced by more than 50 
per cent with 1.95 lakh of the Af- 
ghans having crossed over to 
Pakistan after the fall of Dr 
Najibullah and induction of the 
"Islamists", which has seen much 
bigger bloodshed than that of the 
Soviet occupation. 

The ,Mus;iiin 10/3. 



lA/omen Being Forced From U.N. Workplaces 



I By BARBARA CROSSETTE 

/.» UNITED NATIONS — Women are 
being forced out of United Nations 
>rkplaces in Afghanistan because 
llf-appointed conservative Islamic 
luncils are threatening to attack 
^e women and the offices. 
J^In Jalalabad, where United Na- 
tions agencies are caring for more 
i^an 100,000 Afghans recovering 
flfom civil war, at least three United 
l>j^tions offices have kept women 
h^me rather than risk the collapse of 
tfejeir programs, officials said. 
||An orthodox Islamic movement 
kilown as the Taliban is said to be 

behind the effort to keep women — 
from office cleaners to engineers, 
teachers and health workers — in 
their homes. 

The enforcers are local groups 
called shuras, which are mobilizing 
mobs to assault women on their way 
to work at international agencies or 
volunteer organizations and sack the 
offices that employ them, officials 
say. 

Peter Hansen, head of the United 
Nations Department of Humanitar- 
ian Affairs, said some Afghan wom- 
en were continuing to work at home 
or were on paid leave until their 

contracts expired. But he acknowl- 
edged that they risked losing their 
jobs permanently if a compromise 
could not be reached. 



in Afghanistan 

He said the confrontation posed a 
^'terrible dilemma'; for United Na- 
tions agencies including the High 
Commissioner for Refugees and Uni- 
cef, as well as other agencies work- 
ing in the country. 

Private organizations working in 
Afghanistan and human rights 
groups are outraged by what they 
see as the willingness of the United 
Nations to abandon women for the 
sake of smooth relations with reli- 
gious conservatives. 

"It doesn't shock us so much what 
the Afghans do," said Surita Sando- 
sham, executive director of Equality 
Now, a New York-based group that 
helps women organize rights cam- 
paigns around the world. "What is 
shocking is that U.N. bodies are ac- 
quiescing." Equality Now has lob- 
bied to take the case to the United 
Nations Human Rights Committee. 

In a letter to the committee, Pam- 
ela Collett of the Pakistan-Afghani- 
stan field office of Save the Children, 
said, "The question is, should U.N. 
agencies continue programming 

which benefits only males and/or 
employs only males in accordance 
with the shuras' decrees?" 



Mr. Hansen, who recently returned 
from a trip to Afghanistan, said he 
had met with militants now in con- 
trol of the southern city of Kandahar 
to discuss reports that they had 
closed all schools to girls. 

He said he had told them that 
women's rights were human rights 
and that unless they accepted inter- 
national norms, they would lose in- 
ternational support. He said they had 
assured him that girls would get an 
education in keeping with what reli- 
gious practice allows. 

Ms. Collett said in her letter to the 
Human Rights Committee that the 
Taliban's pledges were suspect. 

"As it is the Taliban's particular 
interpretation of Islam which they 
have used to justify restricting wom- 
en to the home," she wrote, "this 
assurance that Hansen received does 
not guarantee that women's and 
girls' rights will be acknowledged." 

The Taliban have captured several 
cities in Afghanistan and are now 
poised to attack Kabul, the capital. 
But things in Government-held areas 
are not much better, women's groups 
say. In September the Afghan dele- 
gation to the Fourth World Confer- 
ence on Women in Beijing was pro- 
hibited from attending at the last 
minute because the Government de- 
cided that the gathering would pro- 
mote "immoral and un-Islamic be- 
havior." 
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And from a Reuters Repatrt on 11/10: 

UNICEF yesterday announced that it was suspending help for education programs in 
Islamic militant-controlled areas of Afghanistan where girls ^ schools were being 
closed . 

The move came as human rights groups in New York alleged that UN agencies including 
UNICEF were cutting back on women staff at the demand of the Taleban movement which 
controls much of the south & west of the country. . . 

A UNICEF spokeswoman said the move was limited to the south & west around the cities 
of Jalalabad & Herat which are run by the Taleban... 

UNICEF was negotiating with the Taleban... 'for the resumption of educational op- 
portunities for all girls affected by the closure of the schools,' the spokeswoman 
added.. She said the agency employed 23 female staff in Afghanistan. 'It has 
neither terminated nor restricted their movements, nor does it intend to do so,' 
she added. 

Earlier in New York, other UN officials said charges by human rights groups that some 
agencies of the world body were caving in to Taleban pressure on employing women 
were exaggerated. But they admitted that some self-appointed Islamic councils in 
Jalalabad province have threatened to attack Afghan women working in certain office or 
professional jobs. 
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A Journey to Jalalabad, 1995 



In April, 1995, I returned to Jalalabad, Afghanistan, thirty years after I first arrived as a Peace 
Corps Volunteer. I was to research the opportunities for anesthesiologists to assist Afghans in 
any training or teaching programs that might be in place in the Public Health Hospital there. 
Physicians from Orthopedics Overseas, a division of Health Volunteers Overseas (HVO), had 
been active in orthopedic resident training programs for two decades, moving from Kabul to 
Peshawar to Jalalabad according to which cities had enough stability to support ongoing 
teaching. 

A number of anesthesiologists in Anesthesia Overseas, also a division of HVO, had expressed 
an interest in going to Afghanistan, but as I had lived there previously and am a physician 
assistant in anesthesia, I offered to go first and see what the situation was. My journey started 
out much different from the 1965 trip. I was able to get a relatively cheap Business Class seat 
on Pakistani International Airlines and flew from JFK to Lahore via Paris. After a very brief 
overnight in Lahore, I flew on to Peshawar. My accommodations there had been arranged by Jill 
Hoffman, an American Physican Assistant who helps HVO volunteers with hotels, transportation, 
and transit papers. I stayed in the Decent Lodge, one of many very nice guest houses in 
University Town, a new and almost entirely Afghan suburb of Peshawar. I had been told that 
Dean's Hotel, our old favorite, had fallen off in quality, and I confirmed this when I returned to 
Peshawar after my stay in Jalalabad. The Decent Lodge is owned by a Pakistani family, but the 
staff is all Afghan, and they made me feel very welcome. After a nap I was taken to the 
American Club by Jill and her colleague Mella Leiter, a nurse. HVO arranges temporary 
membership in the American Club, and while we would never have been able to go as Peace 
Corps Volunteers, and many of us would not have wanted to go , I had no qualms at all about my 
many visits. On this, my last night before Afghanistan, I had a gin and tonic, and a bacon, 
lettuce, and tomato sandwich as good as any I've had in the US. 

The next morning I was picked up by Jill to connect with my transportation to Jalalabad. The 
Afghan Obstetrics and Gynecology Hospital in Jalalabad is staffed by an entirely female group of 
physicians and nurses, most of whom have homes and families in Peshawar. The hospital 
provides a bus for their weekly commute to Jalalabad, where they stay in a "hostel" accross the 
street from the hospital. I met Dr. Hossein Mohmand, the founder of the Ob-Gyn hospital, who 
has been very kind to the Orthopedics Overseas volunteers, providing both transportation and 
accommodations in Jalalabad in the guest rooms attached to the hospital. Dr. Mohmand would 
not be going with us this trip, but several other men were on the bus; some were security guards, 
and one was an English-speaking admistrative assistant. 

As the bus took off for Afghanistan, I had a moment of anxiety, especially as Jill's last words 
were "I wish you weren't going alone!" But it was too late for second thoughts, and shortly the 
fabulous hills and twists of the road through the Khyber Pass crowded out whatever doubts I may 
have had about this adventure. I did realize almost immediately that the staff spoke almost no 
English, and even though I had worked diligently both with a tutor and with books and tapes for 
several months to review my Persian, I was struggling to find words for simple conversation. 
Soon we were approaching the border at Torkham. Mir Osman (the English speaker) came to 
ask if I wanted my passport stamped. Of course I wanted it stamped, both for the souvenir value 
of having an Afghan entry stamp in my most recent passport, but also because I feared that if for 
any reason I had to present my passport inside Afghanistan it might appear that I had entered 
illegally. Jill had gotten the required Tribal Territories Transit Pass from the Pakistani police in 
Peshawar in advance of my arrival. This Transit Pass is necessary, in addition to visas from 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. (Note: Afghanistan does not grant tourist visas, and my application 
was accompanied by a letter from HVO stating the purpose of my visit. The Afghan embassy is 
well-acquainted with HVO). However, I knew that Afghans do not need papers to cross the 
border, and if we stopped it would only be for me. The truck traffic was building and multiple 
lanes were forming at the Torkham gate. To avoid the delay, I said I didn't need to have my 



29 



A REPORT ON THE KABUL ZOO 



The following is from a report by John Walsh, Int'l Projects Director of the 
WORLD SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS, 29 Perkins Street, P.O. Box 190, 
Boston, MA 02130, after a visit to Kabul last summer: 

From the start, this was an unusual project for me. As our special flight landed at the Kabul International Airport, 1 
knew our work would be difficult. Scattered along the airport runway were burned out hulks of camouflaged Russian 
military planes. Modern Boeing jets were in pieces along the field and several showed direct hits from artillery and 
mortar barrage. Special relief flights that enter the country land without any ground-based navigational aids. ^ 

Large areas of the city are totally destroyed and residents have fled, many to neighboring Pakistan. The crater 
pocked streets are littered with bullet shells, shrapnel boinb pieces and portions of rocket propelled grenades. Nearly 
every tree and telephone pole shows evidence of warfare in the city which has been without electricitv' and running 
water for two years. 

The Kabul zoo was on the front line for six months. Of the 320 animals at the zoo, only eight survived the war. The 
animals owe their lives to an elderly zoo keeper Mohammed Akbar who barricaded himself in the damaged buildin^rs 
and brought food and water to the animals during lulls in the fighting. A dedicated municipal officer, Daulet 
Mohammed Azimi, arranged to get food to Akbar during the fighting in an effort to keep the animals from starving 
to death in their cai^es. 

I considered ways that WSPA could get the injured animals out of Afghanistan, but zoo authorities were adamant 
that they would not give up any of the animals. Accompanied by five of the best veterinarians still available to the 
Ministrv^ of Agriculture, we examined the animals, including those with the most severe injuries. 

One bear who was hit in the rear leg by mortar fire was shown on international television news in March. Since that 
time, his condition has improved. We determined that the treatment of oral antibiotics and continual vitamins and 
mineral supplements along with a varied diet including fresh fruits would speed his recovery. 

We also examined the lion who was blinded months ago when a grenade was thrown into his cage. A compassionate 
Red Cross doctor drugged the lion, removed the shattered eyes, cleaned the head wounds and stitched the broken 
jaw. The lion appeared to be in stable condition and was able to move around safely in its familiar surroundings. We 
felt it was very important the lion not be taken from the only home it has known or be separated from its mate of 12 
vears. 

All of the zoo animals were in need of supplemental vitamins and minerals to make up for their months- 
long diet of dried, stale bread. We treated them and provided zoo officials with veterinary 
pharmaceuticals and will be sending more vitamins and mineral supplements. We fed the animals fresh 
fruit and set up a fund to continue to do so several times a day during their period of recovery. We also 
arranged for "toys" and other forms of amusement to be added to the cages of the four bears, a wild boar, 
a vulture and the wolves. 



Amongst Kabul's livestock, diseases such as Anthrax are spreading. There are many sheep, goats, cattle, 
donkeys and camels in Kabul. We administered antibiotics and veterinary pharmaceuticals to those 
animals. Shepherds report that many of their animals were killed during the fighting and they continue to 
lose animals to mines scattered throughout the area. 

The needs are still great for all of these suffering animals. WSPA plans to send teams back to Kabul and 
negotiate space on a monthly air freight flight to provide humanitarian aid supplies. 
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passport stamped. We got in line, and a few minutes later the gate opened and we were 
through. "Welcome to Afghanistan" said Momena, the head nurse. It was an amazing feeling to 
be back. 

The rest of the ride was uneventful, except for passing fields of white poppies, which were 
pointed out to be by the others. "Opium" a doctor said. She spoke a little English, and turned 
out to be an anesthesiologist who went to medical school in Moscow, then returned to 
Afghanistan. 

As we got closer to Jalalabad I began looking for anything familiar, but nothing looked the same. 
Along the road there were burned out tanks, and the road had huge craters in it; there were some 
large buildings close to Jalalabad that looked either half-finished or half-destroyed. Soon, we 
were in the town itself, but it was obviously much larger. I have heard that there is now a 
population of 250,000, or about ten times what it was when I lived there. The bazaars go on for 
many blocks in all directions. We crossed through the town on the old main road and arrived at 
the Ob/Gyn Hospital, which turned out to be across the street from the house in which I used to 
live. The hospital is actually a large family compound with some additions to make a 24 bed 
hospital, with one operating room, one recovery room, and a delivery room with four delivery 
beds. There is also a nursery for sick or premature babies. 

Lunch was brought up on a tray from the tiny kitchen in the courtyard. It was a familiar menu: 
stew meat, rice, raw spring onions and carrots, tea, and of course, naan. Jalalabad may not 
have looked very familiar, but the naan is unchanged. Brown, hot, both chewy and crisp, it was 
Proust's rnadeleines all over again. No Afghan restaurant in the US has gotten it just right. 

Lunch was interrupted by Momena coming up the inside stairs that connect the guest quarters to 
the hospital into the sitting room and telling me that an emergency cesarean section was starting 
downstairs and I was needed immediately. I jumped into the scrub clothes I had brought with me 
and raced down to the operating theater. The surgery was already underway; the patient was 
asleep, under the care of the Russian trained anesthesiologist and her assistant. The OT was 
small and crowded. The anesthesia equipment was very old and some of it was not functioning. 
The only monitor was a simple blood pressure cuff. Of course, I started my career as an 
anesthetist before most of our modern bells and whistles had been developed, so I can 
appreciate the skill it takes to safely anesthetize a patient with only one's eyes and ears to rely 
on. The anesthesiologist seemed anxious that I approve of her techniques and I tried to assure 
her that she was doing fine with what she had to work with. Some of her methods were very out 
of date, reminding me of what I had seen much older anesthetists do when I was first training, 
but which have been replaced by safer techniques. 

The next morning I was driven to the Public Health Hospital, where I found that the International 
Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC) staff was on holiday (it was Easter Sunday), but I was 
expected by the chief of orthopedic surgery, Dr. Hazraty; the most recent Orthopedics Overseas 
surgeon had told everyone that I was coming. I was taken to the surgeons' lounge to change into 
scrubs and spent the morning watching surgery and anesthesia. There are two Operating 
Theaters (OT's), each with two operating tables, so that two simultaneous operations are done in 
one room, side by side. They work at lightening speed, (an ability I would like to transfer to my 
hospital in Atlanta) and the patients sometimes walk into the OT and hop up on the tables. As in 
the Gyn Hospital, bells and whistles are absent, but thanks to ICRC there seemed to be plenty of 
sterile syringes and needles, intravenous fluids, sterile gloves, etc. These are the expensive 
consumables that are often difficult to keep in stock. 

Everyone was tremendously curious about me and when I spoke some Persian they were 
amazed. I told them (in a combination of Persian and English translated by Dr. Hazraty) that I 
had lived in Jalalabad 30 years ago, that I had worked in what they now call Hospital #2 (it was at 
that time under the Ministry of Education, but is now run by Public Health as a sister hospital to 
the big Public Health hospital. The big hospital was open in 1965, but because it was not part of 



the Medical School, I never saw it before this trip). One of the nurse anesthetists, Calumyar, 
remembered me from that time, when he was a ward nurse. He recently worked with Dr. Q. 
Mojadidi, who lives in Jacksonville and did surgery for a week at the Ob/Gyn hospital a few 
weeks before I came. He had been highly praised by Dr. Mojadidi, and after watching him and 
talking to him for a few days, I could agree. He is the oldest and most experienced of the eight 
or ten anesthetists, and obviously respected by them. 

The surgical schedule was finished by noon and I was transported back to my quarters by the 
driver from the Ob/Gyn hospital. It is only a few blocks but I had been cautioned not to walk 
alone, day or night, because of the possiblity of kidnapping. Arranging pickup by the driver was 
soon a problem, since I never knew what time the OT would be finished, and the phones 
between the two hospitals never worked. One day I walked, accompanied by one of the surgery 
residents who is spending two years on anesthesia. I had not to this point been able to change 
any money into afghanis, eliminating a rickshaw taxi, and so Dr. Nessim suggested we go "by 
feet". I agreed immediately, since I had hardly been out of doors since my arrival. 

The American women in Pakistan thought that I should wear Afghan or Pakistani clothes while in 
Jalalabad but I settled on a large, lightweight, black scarf that could be wrapped around like a 
shawl over my Banana Republic jackets and slacks and I attracted exactly no attention while 
walking. My memories of our relative freedom in dress from the old days were vivid, and I 
couldn't bear the way I looked in the dark, baggy, frumpy clothes I was offered. I kept my head 
loosely covered when in the street, but in the OT I just wore my scrubs and the usual paper 
"shower cap"; I removed the paper cap when in the wards and at morning report. 

The next day in the OT I met the ICRC staff. Dr. Gunter is a German surgeon who has done 
nothing but Red Cross work for the last dozen years. He is rather stern, but warmed up to me 
after a few days. He expressed some doubts about the value of short-term volunteers, and I 
reminded him that I had done my Peace Corps tour in Jalalabad, so I was an experienced long- 
termer, but the reality of American medicine is that good jobs are to be held onto and hardly 
anyone can take off six months (as the ICRC requires as its committment) and expect to still 
have his position when he goes back home. He admitted that European countries had more of a 
committement to Foreign Aid and made such volunteerism possible. I encouraged him to think 
more kindly of American doctors who came for two weeks, reminding him that they pay their own 
way, and while their contribution to Afghanistan may be small, the knowledge they gain and take 
back to America is immense. 

The anesthesiologist was Dr. Bo, who is Swedish. He has done several six months tours in 
Afghanistan, with returns to his practice in Sweden. He was extremely kind to me, treated me 
as a colleague, and is obviously very faithful to Afghanistan. The anesthetists liked him and 
respected his knowledge. A previous ICRC anesthesiologist had streamlined the anesthetic 
practice by removing old and broken anesthesia machines and converting to a very simple and 
safe method of intravenous anesthesia which is popular in Europe for trauma and disaster 
surgery. Since ICRC's committment is to care of the war wounded, this made perfect sense. 
The Afghan anesthetists are very capable within this framework. 

One of the major differences I saw from 1 965 was the lack of English spoken even among these 
highly educated doctors, nurses, and anesthetists. In the old days, most doctors and medical 
students spoke serviceable English, but now there was only Dr. Hazraty and Dr. Nessim. To get 
around this the ICRC hires translators, one for each of the doctors and nurses (there were also 
two nurses from Europe, one for the OT and one for the ICU). The translator for Dr. Bo was 
Noor Muhammed, a thirty year old man from Shinwari District. He was very good at medical 
terms and I asked hiim if this was his first hospital based job. It was, and I asked if the scenes in 
the OT bothered him. At first, a little, he said. "One day I had to go out and put cold water on 
my head!" 
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The operations varied from blunt trauma from road accidents to gall bladders to mine injuries of 
legs and arms. There was fighting up the road in Sarobi between Hekmatyar and Rabanni's men 
and some of these casualties came to Jalalabad, especially anyone important. One day they 
brought in a Mujaheddin Commander; he had long curly hair and a beard and could not have 
been more than twenty-five. He had leg injuries. The OT staff was very respectful to him and I 
wanted to take his picture but didn't want to offend anyone. 

One night I went to dinner at the home of a British woman, Hermione, who had been the director 
of the Ob/Gyn hospital, but was now running her own NGO, doing some of the same things that 
all the other NGO's are doing, like providing clean water, innoculations for children, and other 
programs in the refugee camps outside of Jalalabad. She has a British doctor and a couple of 
other workers. They apparently were able to get some grant money for funding. They live in a 
nice house, have transportation and a driver, and live quite comfortably, thought not to the posh 
level of the ICRC volunteers. 

I have often thought about the OT staff I had worked with in the old days. Calumyar knew all 
about them. Bahauddin, the nurse, had died in prison during the time of Taraki. I was extremely 
sad to learn this. He was such a good man and would have today been about 70. The young 
OT technician, Atah Mohammed, was living in Jalalabad. He has a little food stall in the bazaar 
and on my third day the driver took me, Calumyar, and Noor Mohammed to see him. It was a 
very emotional reunion. He remembered me immediately and recalled our work together. He 
said we were like family in those days. He is in his late forties, but looks much older. He lived 
for twelve years in the Peshawar refugee camps, has ten children, and two grandchildren. It was 
pouring rain that day so we said we would come back another time. 

The next Saturday, Calumyar, Noor and I had the driver drop us in the bazaar. We went to 
Atah's shop and had tea and oranges. Of course, all the children in the area gathered outside 
the shop to see me. I took pictures of Atah and of the three men together. He still has the same 
gentle smile and courtly manners. 

From the shop we went to Calumyar's house, where I met his wife and youngest child, a beautiful 
one year old boy with incredible dark eyes. I quoted that Afghan folksong about "you have such 
black eyes" and they were very amused. Noor, of course, stayed in the reception room when I 
went to meet the wife. 

We walked on into the bazaar and I began to recognize a few things. The Post Office is in its old 
location, though almost completely rebuilt after the 1988 shelling of Jalalabad. The Bank is 
intact, but offers few services. I changed money, finally, in the bazaar; actually, Noor changed it 
for me. At about 3000 afghanis to the dollar; the exchange rate seems to be tied to the Pakistani 
rupee, which is 30 to the dollar. There are many utilitarian goods in the bazaar, and lots of 
people out shopping. Calumyar is from Jalalabad, and seemed to know every other shopkeeper 
and every third person in the street. I was introduced to everyone with the description that I had 
lived there before and had come back. We met a doctor who was having tea with friends in a 
sidewalk tea house; he is the deputy director of Hospital #2. He was dressed as I remember 
many men dressing in the old days, that is with a salwar-kameez outfit, topped with a western 
suit Jacket. Most men and women are dressed in traditional Afghan clothes. I never saw an 
Afghan man, not even the doctors or the medical students, in complete Western clothes. 

The deputy director invited us to join him for tea, and I assume that he intended for me to sit at 
the sidewalk tables with the men, but we had already planned to stop later for kabob, so we 
declined. 

We stopped at the new Jalalabad "restaurant". It is on the second floor of a building with shops 
below, has a plain room for men and a nicely decorated room for families. We had traditional 
kabob, made the same way on flat skewers with fat and meat together, salad, naan, and coca- 
colas. It was delicious; the total for the three of us was $3.00. 
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I continued to go to the OT each morning and was always amazed at how rapidly they could do 
cases and turn the room over. Most days the schedule was finished by 1 :00. I was very sorry 
not to be able to explore Jalalabad more on my own. One day I did get the driver to drop me at 
the Spin Ghar Hotel, which had reopened and was said to have an American manager, although 
it was also said that he had recently quit because his salary hadn't been paid in several weeks. I 
heard that the hotel was owned by some Pakistanis, but in any event it is in good shape, with 
rooms going for $20, $30, and $40 , single , double, and suite, all with private baths. The desk 
clerk showed me around. I had hoped to get tea, but had to settle for a warm coke. I walked 
around the grounds; the roses and other flowers were blooming and it was lovely. I sat on the 
terrace with my drink until the driver came back. 

There was a television in my sitting room, but it only broadcast Pakistani stations in Urdu. Once 
a week there was an episode of Star Trek in English, and one night I watched some kind of Urdu 
language drama that appeared to be set in the Crusades, with Pakistani actors wearing blond 
wigs so as to look like European knights. My access to information about the world was very 
limited. At morning report one day while Dr. Bo was out of town, the anesthetists told me there 
had been a terrorist bomb in the US. "In New York?" I asked. "No, not New York. Near New 
York. Miss Nancy, you must stay here with us; you are safer." Two days later I read about 
Oklahoma City in the Frontier Post from Peshawar. 

The second week of my stay started with an unexpected visit by Baba Mohmand and his brother 
Haji Mohmand, brothers of Dr. Mohmand. They dropped in one evening (the sitting room had a 
lot of traffic, both from the hospital staff and the men who seemed to be employed as guards, 
etc.) It took me awhile to realize who they were; Haji had been on the bus with me only a week 
before but I didn't remember him. They both speak excellent English, being of the older 
generation that learned it as a matter of course in high school. They had arranged with the cook 
to make a special dinner for us and so that evening we had Qabili and roast chicken, a welcome 
change from stew meat and plain rice. Baba was very anxious that I see some of Jalalabad, 
including the Winter Palace, my old hospital, and the Medical School, where he wanted me to 
meet and talk with students and see how the women students are separated from the men. 

The next morning Baba picked me up and we went to the Medical School. Unfortunately, a 
holiday had just been declared marking the third anniversary of the ousting of Najibullah, the last 
legacy of the Communist invasion. The actual Independence Day was on Tuesday, the following 
day, but classes had already been dismissed at 10:00 am. I did meet the deputy director of the 
medical school who remembered my old friend M.Y. Maftoon, who had been a chemistry teacher 
at the medical school, and who was my language tutor. While we were touring the library, the 
deputy director pulled an old volume off the shelf and showed me the cover. It was a Chemistry 
lab manual, written in 1961 by Maftoon! "See" he said. "It's not just a library, it's a museum." 
The medical school building is essentially unchanged from when I was helping out in the 
chemistry labs there. Only the library looks new. And only in the library can the women sit in the 
same room with the men. 

We then went to Hospital #2, which was the hospital in which I worked so long ago as an 
operating room technician. It looked very much the same. The Deputy Director (whom I had 
met in the bazaar) came out to greet us and Baba was astonished that I already knew him. He 
came with us when we went to the old Winter Palace. It is in good shape. One room is 
fantastically decorated and is used for government functions. The swimming pool is empty, but 
the gardens are nice. 

The next day there was a parade celebrating the Afghan victory over the Soviet Union. 
Unfortunately, I didn't see the parade because I was waiting for Baba to pick me up and he 
thought I had gone with Jill and Mella, who had come over from Peshawar the day before to get 
a Pakistani visa renewal for Mella. Jill and Mella, meantime, thought I was with Baba. 
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Meanwhile, I stayed home, too intimidated to walk to the main road by myself. I'm sure it would 
have been safe to have done so. 

That night I was once again invited to dinner at Hermione's house, where Jill and Mella were 
staying, but because of the holiday, everyone's cook was off, so we went to the Spin Ghar Hotel, 
which put on a good meal, including all the traditional Afghan dishes. Every expatriot in town 
was there, plus a few Afghan men. 

One evening I had dinner at one of the ICRC homes, at Dr. Bo's invitation. They certainly don't 
lack for any comforts that can be arranged in Jalalabad. Dish satellite TV. videos, private baths, 
and very nice furniture. No char poy sofas for them! 

During the holiday period, while I was twiddling my thumbs wondering when the OT would 
reopen. Calumyar came by with Tilla Men, another anesthetist. Tilla Men had a car and wanted 
me to come to his home (actually two different houses) and meet the women in his family who 
had heard all about me and wanted to see me. Tilla Men is not married yet and the women were 
his cousins, sisters, aunts and so on. The babies and toddlers were in the receiving room with 
us, but they made the older children go outside, since they wouldn't leave me alone. One little 
toddler burst into tears at the sight of me and we figured that he thinks all foreign women are 
vaccinators! Calumyar couldn't join the group since he was not family and he watched television 
with the other men while Tilla Men and I made small talk with the women and girls. None of 
these women had continued school past about 6th grade. None went anywhere or did anything 
but have babies, raise babies, or wait for babies to come. In fact, two women, married three and 
seven years, respectively, with no children, were very anxious to have my opinion about their 
problem. I told them that Dr. Mojadidi would come back next spring and Tilla Men should get 
appointments for them. He does infertility procedures. When he was in Jalalabad in March, he 
was able to operate at the women's hospital, even though male physicians usually are not 
allowed in. And Calumyar was his anesthetist since the woman anesthesiologist was on holiday. 

I was very happy to be invited to meet these families. I'm sure that neither Calumyar nor Tilla 
Men would have taken me to their homes if they thought that I might be a bad influence on the 
women in their families. It was incredible to have the same experiences in the women's quarters 
that I had had so long ago. They wanted to give me presents, fed me raisins and almonds, and 
watched me drink tea. I guess I was as exotic to them as they were to me. 

The holiday stretched on through the weekend and I decided to return to Peshawar on the 
regular hospital bus. I could have stayed a few more days, but the ICRC team was going to 
Kabul to make an inspection and I would have been in the OT without the translator; I had 
obtained the information for HVO that I came for and I was a little worried about crossing back 
with my unstamped passport unless I was on the Afghan bus hidden behind my scarf amidst all 
the women. I would have given anything to go to Kabul with ICRC, but they are transported by 
private plane ever since some UN people were killed on the Jalalabad-Torkham road two years 
ago. 

The day before I was to leave. Dr. Bo had a luncheon party at his ICRC house for me and the 
anesthesia staff. We sat outside in the garden and had excellent kabob, salad, naan, cokes, and 
oranges. The men seemed pleased to be invited, and enjoyed a tour of the house and a little bit 
of video watching. Later that afternoon, Noor and I returned to the bazaar and this time I took 
my camera and photographed everything. No one objected to having his picture taken. We 
returned briefly to say goodbye to Atah. I said my goodbyes to Noor, who had invited me to visit 
his family in Shinwari district; I decided against it because Baba and Haji advised me not to go. 
They didn't know Noor, and were afraid for me to go to Shinwari District. 

Calumyar came to the Ob/Gyn hospital the next morning to say goodbye and to give me a letter 
to mail to Dr. Mojadidi. Finally, the bus pulled out and I returned to Peshawar through the 
Khyber Pass, taking lots of pictures along the way. 
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I stayed a few days at the Decent Lodge in Peshawar, enjoying the Afghan staff there, and 
getting to know Jill and Mella. We went to the American Club every evening; in only two weeks I 
had really developed a craving for sandwiches and white wine. I shopped in the Khyber Bazaar 
and other Afghan -owned shops and on the advice of George O'Bannon bought lots of suzanis 
(embroidered pieces from Uzbekistan). One night Tilla Men, who had driven over from 
Jalalabad, picked me up and took me to a wedding celebration of his cousins in one of the 
refugee camps. It was the women's night. I didn't stay long, however, because I was attracting 
more attention that the bride and groom and I felt like I was spoiling their party. The groom's 
father wanted me to return the next day for the men's party, but I declined. Tilla Men seemed to 
understand, especially after I got the English-speaking desk man at the hotel to explain. 

From Peshawar I flew back to Lahore and stayed three days at Faletti's Hotel, which though of 
the same vintage as Dean's Hotel, and owned also by the Government, is still very comfortable. 
I went back to see all the Moghul monuments, forts, tombs, and mosques, and had a good time, 
except that it was very hot and I really missed Afghans. Peshawar is an Afghan town, whereas 
Lahore is almost India. Just as my Persian was getting good, I couldn't use it anymore. 



hope to return next spring to make an updated assessment of anesthesia service. As long as 
ICRC is helping the hospital, supplying an anesthesiologist, there is no need for an American. 
ICRC is not likely to stay if there are no war wounded. If ICRC leaves, perhaps one or more 
American anesthesiologists would like to experience Afghanistan. The Afghan anesthetists, 
while highly competent, are very receptive to suggestions and instruction. 

Everyone who knows Afghans, who has lived in Afghanistan, remembers their great warmth and 
hospitality, and their wonderful sense of humor. It's all still there, despite the years of war and 
disruption. They ask why America has forgotten them, but they were extremely kind to me. 

I want to thank Dr. Mojadidi for his advice and help, and I especially want to thank Nancy Kelly 
(RPCV-Korea), the Executive Director of HVO, for encouraging me to go back to Afghanistan 
and making it possible for me to do so. 

Nancy Cunningham 
RPCV - Afghanistan VI 
Atlanta, Georgia 



Items from AFGHAN ews: 



Human rights reporter visits Kabul 

The new UN Human Rights reporter for Afghanistan, Choong-Hyun Paik, a professor of 
international law from Seoul, visited Kabul at the end of August to discuss the human rights issue 
withlslamicStateofficials. 

He also visited other areas in Afghanistan. Talking to BBC, he said he had found that 
Human Rights were being violated all over the country. Prof Paik was appointed to this job af ter 
the death of Dr. Felix Ermacora who served as UN Human Rights reporter for Afghanistan for 
many years. Prof Paik said he will present a report about the Human Rights situation in 
Afghanistan to the UN in October. 

Prof. Paik is new in this job, and as he is also a full-time professor in Seoul University, ob- 
servers wonder how he can fairly and efficiently report on the human rights situation in 
Afghanistan. 
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The Isiamic Slate of Afghanistan j 
has decided to provide essential cora- i 
modities for. university professors at j 
subsidized prices. 

The decision was taken to en- 
courage university professors to re-| 
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CRIME OF THE CENTURY: The systematic looting of Afghanistan's National Museum 

in Kabul has decimated a nation's cultural birthright. 

From a September issue of the FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW 
via Internet: 

"When rockets slammed into the National Museum of Afghanistan in Kabul in May 1993, 
a fire melted supporting beams holding up the ornate vaulted roof, sending it crashing * 
down on the upper galleries.. The next day, Najibullah Popol, the 37-year-old museum 
curator, pedaled his bicycle through the fighting to the shattered building. He and 
a few staff members transferred what they could salvage to vaults in the museum's 
basement . 

"Factional fighting had been swirling around the museum since the mujahideen captured 
Kabul in April 1992 but until that devastating rocket attack, it had managed to 
avoid major damage. Thereafter, however, the museum was on the front line of the 
vicious struggle between mujahideen factions for control of the capital, repeatedly 
coming under rocket and machine-gun fire. Within months, the main museum building 
was gutted and weeds were sprouting in the rubble-strewn upper galleries. 

"But the destruction of the museum building and part of its collection - the sole 
comprehensive record of Central Asian history - was only the first stage in a larger 
tragedy. In the months following the first rocket attack, a stream of mujahideen 
soldiers repeatedly breached the steel doors of the vaults and systematically looted 
their contents, often guided by detailed instructions from Afghan and Pakistani 
antiquities dealers. In January 1994, when the UN agency Habitat bricked up the 
museum's windows and repaired the doors, the move only appeared to encourage more 
looters to break in. When new padlocks were installed in March 1995, soldiers simply 
shot them off. 

" Leading a party of journalists recently;, museum director Popol opened door after door 
of the vaults, revealing cupboards ripped open, doors hanging on their hinges and empty 
drawers scattered on the floor. Crates had been torn open and emptied and mounds of 
packing material lay strewn around. To force their way in, looters had blasted walls 
and doors with explosives, leaving some vaults knee deep in rubble. In one room, 
stacks of empty metal trays that had held one of the largest and oldest coin collections 
in the world - some 40rOOO coins - covered the floor. 

" Soldiers stole all the most precious objects, Popol said. Less important artifacts 
were left smashed on the floor, while those too heavy to carry out such as life-sized 
statues of Kushan warriors from 200 BC and the largest Buddhas were badly damaged. 
According to Sayed Delju Hussaini, Afghan Minister of Information & Culture, 90% of 
the museum's collection has been looted. 'It was one of the richest museums in the 
entire region, covering 50,000 years of history in Afghanistan and Central Asia,' 
Hussaini laments. 

"The collection of ivories, statues, paintings, coins, gold, pottery, armaments and 
dress from the pre-historic period to the Bactrian, Kushan and Gandhara civilizations, 
through to the Hindu, Buddhist & Muslim periods, was unimaginable,' concurs Pakistani 
academic Hasan Dani, a leading archaeologist & historian of the region. 

"Interviews in Pakistan & Afghanistan with Western experts & diplomats, Pakistani 
intelligence & customs officials, mujahideen warlords & smugglers have revealed a 
trail of looted artifacts stretching from middlemen & antique dealers in Kabul, * 
Peshawar & Islamabad to private art collectors in Tokyo, Islamabad, Jeddah, Kuwait, 
London & Geneva. 

"The trade in Afghan antiquities has become the biggest money earner after the heroin 
trade, and it is often the same mafias who are doing both, according to a senior 
Western diplomat who is involved in tracking down some of the lost pieces Adds 
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a Western antiquities expert: 'Twenty % or the cream of the collection has already 
been sold off outside the region. The rest is in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
awaiting buyers.' 

"In Peshawar, two 2,500-year-old heads of the Hindu god Shiva that were once 
on display in the museum are currently available for $7,000 each. Exquisitely 
carved ivory statues of Indian courtesans from the 2nd century AD are for sale in 
Islamabad for $35,000 each. Twelve such ivories were sold in London to a 
Tokyo collector for $600,000, according to diplomats and gov't officials. The rape 
of the Kabul Museum and the scattering of its collection is more than just a litany 
of smashed and stolen antiques. Although there are still large unexplored archaeo- 
logical sites in Afghanistan which could turn up more treasures, archaeologists and 
historians say the losses from the Kabul Museum amount to the destruction of a major 
part of Afghanistan's cultural heritage. 'If new artifacts are dug up, they will be 
disconnected with the past because the record here has gone," says Carla Grissman, an 
American art historian who worked with Popol in the 1970s to create the first 
complete inventory of the museum. Aged 66, she has recently returned to Kabul to 
help Popol catalog the few pieces that remain. 'Now that the museum's treasures & 
records have been destroyed, there is little from which a younger generation can learn. 
Everything has been cut off from its history,' Grissman says. 'Only a handful of 
educated Afghans know how, when & from where the museum acquired its treasures. They 
alone can recognize the stolen pieces & pinpoint the country's archaeological sites. 
There are perhaps 15 Afghans left who know the museum & its contents. After they go, 
that's it,' Grissman adds. 

'"We have notified UNESCO to put the world's museums on alert to see if anything turns 
up,' says Information Minister Hussaini. 'We are looking inside & outside the 
country. But there was clearly great expertise involved in the robbing.' Because 
of the professionalism & thoroughness of the collection's ransacking, few Afghans 
are optimistic about recovery. 'It's very unlikely that much will return,' 
agrees Grissman. 

"The Bagram collection was at the top of the list for looters. At its heart lay 100 
or more Indian ivory statues & reliefs, many of them exquisitely rendered depictions 
of dancing courtesans & goddesses. In attempting to track down the ivories, the 
REVIEW has learned from Afghan gov't officials & other mujahideen leaders that 
during the fighting, they were stolen by the Hizbe Wahadat & the Hizbe Islami parties 
guided by expert Pakistani & Afghan dealers. 

"These two opposition parties held the area arouhd the museum after Kabul fell to 
the mujahideen. The ivories were flown to Mazar-i-Sharif , into the hands of their 
ally, Uzbek warlord Gen. Rashid Dostum. Twelve statues were sold to a London 
dealer for $300.00. The dealer in turn sold the statues to a Japanese^ collector 
for $600.00. Several dozen ivories are still available in Islamabad. . .The 
asking price is $35,000 each." 

The article claims that every coin in the museum's collection of 40,000 has disappeared, 
sold to private collectors. The article continues: "Prominent Afghans & Pakistanis 
living in Peshawar & Kabul are working as agents for both wealthy Middle Eastern 
collectors looking for Islamic coins & artifacts & Japanese tycoons wanting Buddhist 
statues. In one particular case, they suspect that a solid gold Buddha from Bamiyan 
weighing 2,012 kgs is now in Japanese hands. [sic]. The museum was also renowned 
for the fabulous collection of Bactrian gold, 21,000 gold objects... dating from 
100 BC to 100 AD. . . 

"To discount rumors that the retreating Soviet army had taken the gold in 1989, former 
communist President Najibullah displayed the Bactrian gold to Western diplomats in 
Kabul in 1991. The gold was then packed into crates and moved for safety to a vault in 
the Presidential Palace in central Kabul. The Bactrian gold is now under the 
direct control of Pres. Rabbani's military commander, Ahmad Shah Masud. 
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"However, no independent witnesses have confirmed that the collection is intact 

hole'^Irs'^th^: REvIew' '"^^ '^^^ °" ''^^^ ^^^^^ ^"^^^ TolfTrLn, 

tnose fears, the REVIEW was recently offered a gold cup & plate allegedly from the 

collection for Rs. 600,000 ($19,000) in Lahore. 



The Kabul Gov t of Pres. Rabbani is attempting to retrieve artifacts still inside 
Afghanistan, but with the country divided and still at war, it has little chance 
retr^evpH^r ^^-^er Hussaini says only 52 a;tifacts have so far been 

retrieved by the gov't and restored to the museum. 'Our aims are to restore what 
adds ' " collection to a safer area & then construct a new museum, 'he " 

fnii/l"^' ^ff^^^"" however. & there is little doubt that the fight for 

wnen Afghans are suffering from the ravages of war, are hungry and without school c, 
It IS not easy to persuade then that this task is very important. schools. 





SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OE APftminSTAirS CTILTmAL BEHiTAGE l3?Ae\\> 
% ARIC, P.O. Box 1084, University Town, Peshawar, Pakistan 



SPACE was formed in response to growing awareness of the plight of the cultural 
heritage of Afghanistan, and the evident impact of years of conflict on collections 
historic sites, buildings and documentation. Physical destruction is only part 
of the damage that has been wrought on Afghan society. There is an urgent need 
to restore a sense of pride in the rich history of the country and its people, and 
to restore a collective responsibility for the preservation of that which 
survives. In addition to recent damage inflicted on the Kabul Museum, and the 
.n^nn^^''^''''^ ^ significant part of the important collection, spanning some 
30,000 years of history, many other relics of the rich history of Afghanistan are at 
risk. Valuable monuments are crumbling for lack of maintenance; new discoveries of 
historic material are going unreported or being illegally excavated; existing col- 
lections of objects and archives are vulnerable; documentation is being destroyed. 
If allowed to continue unchecked, an important part of the history of the civili- 
zation of the region will be lost or dispersed without a trace. 



The principal aims of SPACH are: 

i. to raise general awareness, 
within the country & abroad, 

of the richness of Afghanistan's 
cultural heritage; 

ii. to support the formation of 
a network of those committed to 
the preservation of this heritage; 

iii. to develop & implement ap- 
propriate measures to halt the 
destruction or loss of materials 
representative of the rich 
history of Afghanistan & its 
people . 



To achieve these aims, SPACH proposes to 
support a range of initiatives, including: 

iv. to disseminate information about the 
state of the cultural heritage of Afghanistan 
to institutions & individuals committed to its 
preservation. This might involve: 

- assessments, where possible, of the state 
of surviving historic sites, collections of 
objects, buildings & documentation within 

the country; 

- identification of the available scholar- 
ship related to the cultural heritage of 
Afghanistan. 

V. support to exhibitions & similar initiatives 
aimed at raising awareness about the cultural 
heritage of Afghanistan. 
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V Flash point 




NEW STRATEGIES FOR THE KABUL MUSEUM 

A report written by Nancy Dupree for the Swedish publication AFGHANISTAN 
and the AFGHANISTAN FORUM, April 15, 1995. 



- NYTT 



Afghanistan's Minister of Information and Culture i a 
philosopher. When discussing new strategies for the disastrously 
damaged and depleted Kabul Museum, Sayed Ishaq Deljo Hussaini, 
quoted from the poetry of Hafiz and summed up his remarks bv 
saying: Men liave laboured all their lives to create beauty; men 
have devoted their lives to preserve that beauty for the 
inspiration of others; but today men despoil that source of 
imZuJ.i"" selfish gain. It is our respons i b i ] i ty 

to r^^scue the museum, to revive it so that future generations may 
once afam be inspired by the ingenuity of past generations. ' 

Thus in April 1995, for the first time since thoy took over 
the powers of government in April 1992, The Islamic State of 
Afghanistan has officially assumed responsibility for the 

?Sughf with' 'b' "r^^^- the situation was 

Dla ^1 ^'"^^guity. The mu.seum sits in Darulaman, a Ux6^ open 

isolation, Darulaman became a battered front line between 

rrn^tlll'lkrZtlT -re Repeatedly 

Pakistan, met with Abdul Ali Hajari in November 1993 and secured 
wo k^°?[;rcommittee'°^'^^^ ^ ^^^-^^ 

by thrAmbassndor'n^r' °' '^'''S"'^' graciously c^mtrimt^ 

oy tne Ambassador of Greece, and technical contributions and 

HAB™r'\H^ 'r-" '"r'f "^"^^^ "--^ settlements 

t ntlr I' ^ f r'^-broken building was wea toerproof ed f 6*. «m ^ 
w nter, ground floor windows were bricked up against further 
Pilferage st^ut steel doors were'affixed to the storerooms and 
rescued f om't," painstaking! ' 

a rocket'irMay%9?3"'' °' '''' '^^^^ ^'^^ '^^'^^ '^V ; 

Pro. '^'"^'J^'^^i^' in Islamabad and Peshawar, the Society for the 
•Preservation of Afghanistan's Cultural Heritage or's^ACH vr ^ 
established to organize a network of those committed to the 
.preservation of this heritage. SPACH seeks to devise appropriate 
Treasures to halt further loss of the museum's collections ^o I 
assist m preserving sites and objects, to record the status of ! 
historical morfcyw^nts and arGha^oMglc-al' sites and to dissemimte ' 
information to institutions and individuals within Afghanistan 
and abroad. As an example, the SPACH Photo Catalogue of 
Miscorical Monuments now contains hundrfedfe of images of some ifi 
^onuments in 10 different cities and is attracting intense 
iprf Afghans, many oL whom e i ther d isreqa rded or 

were totally unaware off these beautiful legacies from their past 

hosti'i^?f'''°"'^i'"^.^°-^^^-'^"'^'''3^"'^y occasioned by tienewed , 
hostilities beginning at the end of 1994 knd continuina nn 
take over by government forces in March 1995 SPAC me? in I ^""'^ 
with the Minister of Information and Cul ture ' to SJscuss nL.'^^l ' 
cooperative action. The Minister confirmed that ihte^^m^^^^ 
again been hit and was, now unsafe and that a ne^rour^rff not 

iken place, including damage to the stJe^doors on . ^^^^^^^ 
previously-secured stores =-teei doors on a number 

continued 




Pakistan is about, to strike back at ' 
the Kabul regime. After Monday 's 
1 announcement by Foreign Secre- 
tary Najmuddin Shaikh that Pakistan has 
, decided to witiidraw certain facilides pro- 
! vided to a "pmticular faction showing ani- 
mosity", it i; nerely a matter of days before 
die thunderbolt is hurled. Either the Rabbani 
group will be asked to close down its offices 
here or ifs more extremestopisiaken, some . • 
Afghan. iEmbassy and Gonsoiate officials • 
will be told to pack dieir bags and catch the-., 
first bus home. 

It is high time that such an action was 
taken. From the time that the Pakistani 
Embassy was burnt and ourdiplomats beaten 
black and blue, Pakistan was treading a 
cautious path, not willing to come out and do 
anything except mouthing off vague con- 
demnadons of the act which was obviously 
committed by die Kabul regime. But better 
late than never. ' f - - . - 

However, it is hardly a time to celebrate. 
Widi the Talibaa |»ieparmg to launch an 
offensive against Kabul i^idi the help of 
Rasheed Dostum and Gulbadin Hikmatyar, 
.the situation inside Afghanistan is as vola- 
tile as it can be. If they succeed in booting 
out Rabbani and Masood, it will be good 
riddance. But of they fail - for Masood can 
never be underestimated - then it will be 
sometime before die next offensivecaaake 
place. Pakistan, in the meanwhile, can onlv 
hope that the attack succeeds, thouch that 
too is a short-term hope, for to diink that diat 
would be die end of all problems in Afghani- 
stan is to merely fool oneself 

But while this factional fighting inside 
Afghanistan continues widi new twists and 
turns, Pakistan's own perceptions of Af- 
ghanistan and its policy are rapidly becom- 
ing outmoded and ineffective. Neutrality 
has failed to pay divi- 
dendis. Cauticm has not 
shown concrete results. 
There are still opposing 
opinions inside the for- 
eign policy establish- 
ment and Rabbani- 
Masood are rapidly 



pushing Pakistan, to 
wards 



Kabul's attacks 



Iiad 
:if 



Hhe^'^pl^^r'^'n'^'^T 
edge. In. these: trying Physically and verbally. 

times, no one in the es- ^5^^. ^P^,''- "^entless. 
tablishmentiswillingto Jh^^stislon^andpam- 
take risks widi policy; °^ ^'^ 

no one wants to say the f^A'^.' ^.^^'^Jf^ 
obviousanddienbepun- if^^flf^S^^^- 
ishedifittumsouttobe Y ^ «^^i«J 
otherwise. ^^^^ ^^^^ droppiuf 
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8/1 - Reuters - A Norwegian ferry, 
carrying a large number of Afghan 
refugees plucked from rafts floating 
in the Baltic Sea, arrived in Den- 
mark last week. Officials believe 
organized crime is behind the 
expanding business in smuggling 
people from countries like Af- 
ghanistan through the CIS & the 
Baltic states & into affluent 
Scandinavia. 

8/13 - AFGHANews - August - A Rus- 
sian plane headed for Kabul was 
forced by Taliban to land in 
Kandahar (see p. 17.) 

8/15 - AFGHANews - August - Turkey 
reopened its Embassy in Kabul. 



8/29 - Muslim - Taliban forces recaptured 
Girishk which had been partially taken three 
days ago by forces loyal to Rabbani. Taliban 
claimed to have captured 200 gov't troops. 
The same article said that Nangarhar's 
Governor^ Haji Abdul Qadeer, again turned 
down Kabul's proposal to allow India to open 
a consulate in Jalalabad. 



The authorities in Delhi, who 
had been reported highly impa- 
tient to find a foothold in 
Jalalabad, later persuaded the 
Kabul regime to ask Governor 



grsm airport to India for all pur- 
poses including the military one. 
Governor Qadeer believed that 
the increasing Indian involvement 
in Kabul was one of the major 



Qadeer to review its decision and reasons contributinj| to prolong- 

aUow the Indians open their Con- ing the factional fignting which, 

sulate in the Nangarhar capital, he added, was against the nation- 

but that too was declined by the ai interests of Afghanistan 



8/22 - 



AFGHANews 



August - The 
gov ' t closed all Kabul cinemas 
for a month because they were not 
observing the rules set by the 
Islamic State of Afghanistan. 

8/23 - WSJ - Afghan ^ar planes bombed 
an area of northwestern Pakistan, 
damaging a school. It was the first 
such incident slnCe 1992. 



8/24 - News (Pakistan) 



latter. 

The Nangarhar Governor, 
who had frequently expressed his 
displeasure over the growing In- 
dian ir^uence in the Afghan cap- 
ital, was quoted as saying that he 
could not please the Indians at the 
cost qC- Pakistan which, he 



However, first Secretary of the 
Afghan Consulate in Peshawar, 

Abdul Baseer Hotak strongly de-"" 

nied the report that Kal|3U|l had re- 

3 nested Jalalabad to allo\y the In- j 
tans open their Consulate in the . 
Nangarhar capital. He claimed 
that neither the ruling coalition 
had contacted the Jalalabad ad- 
ministration nor India had ap- ; 




viewed^i^ad provided all sort of 

iiisisi^c^:to;.thei|l^ during 

their resmaiicej^nst the form- preached Kabul on the issue, 
er Soviet Union^ . 

TKe^X^arigarhar Sh was 
also said to be greatly perturbed 
over the; availabilit;/ of the Ba- 

9/1 - Front ier Post - In Sindh, a 
representative of Gulbuddin's Hezb- 
i-Islami was arrested for keeping 

5 Afghans imprisoned in his bunga- 
low. Haji Ali Jan, an activist, 
has been living there since 1987 

6 lobbying for his party with many 
Pakistani groups. 



9/3 - News 
Food Program 



8/26 - NYT - The Afghan Gov't attacked Taliban 
troops at Delaram and,, reportedly, were preparing 
to attack Tali%an headquarters in Kandahar. 
Taliban admitted to losing some ground but in- 
dicated that the situation was under control. 



(Pakistan) - The World 
is teirminating its 
general feeding program for over 
1.2 million Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan on Sept. 30. 

However, the WFP will imple- 
ment a safety-net programme for 
vulnerable groups of the refugee 
population. According to the 
UHHCR, such vulnerable groups 
constitute around 15 pfer cent of the 
total refugees but the Pakistani au- 
thorities beheve they are only 2 per 
cent. The feeding programme was 
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commfSieit sh t ^if^-^^ed the government's 

to do so in a prof ess^onal'^r '° . P^ernises and their desire 

appropriate buUdlnq SPACH w '"""'^ '^^^ ^^^^'^ 

Obtaining the assls?;nce of T^'"^^ possibilities of 

supervise packim nnd^^ experts such as a conservator to 

P packing and storage and video inventory documental ists . 

warranr:u^rSrifu1^1t:nti:n^"'%r^^^ ^^^^ ^° 

revealed that a 1 though about R nno'"'''!^?.''!' ^" ^"^^^^^ counting 
70% of the collection mav be IV ^^^ifacts remained, perhaps 
have been destroyed therp ^ ^^^^^^^^9- Because the inventories 
record is n.aSe as Ihe ^blects'^arH ""'^^ ^ n^eticulous 

effort to salvaqp pieces of ^""^ believe every 

few they may be " ^^''^ worthwhile, no matter how 



regime. 



recovereS'^S^ io^ted ^Lce^n ^KaSsf ' authorities I 

have been: purchased biindii^dun l f ? P''^^^"^^- Other fine pieces 
museum. Thus encouraaed fho m • 1°"" ^^^"^ual deposit with the ' 
campaign using posterf hy'rs TH ^^ '° ^^^"^'^ ^ 

can f^r the Lturn o 'looted ;bi:cj: ^r^^ff ^'^f.^^^^-' to - : 
To manage the carana i on- m V^^^^^s as a patriotic gesture, 
formed lo ^or^T:^;^^^^^^ ^^^^ to see a ..circle" ; 

spectacuJari99rMir^:ka"f!nd'"V^ '° °^ the I 

and ^42 kgs of gold And thP ? ''^'^ ^° contain 2000 kgs of silver' 
Bamiyan weighing 2012 kas'^ To ^^"'^^ solid-gold Buddha from' 
while most ordinary Afahtnl ^^"""^ ^^^^^ that I 

Museum was once the wo? d-^ ^^e little aware that the Kabul | 
credit such- abuloL ta^^asi^r' ^^^^ willingly ' 



trombs inside Pakistani territon last month, 
b'j.ming dou'n the Embassy and kiliine and 
ocaunc of diplomats on Septem.bcr e.^And 
then look at the last few days: asking 
Mahmoud Mestin to stop Pakistan interfer- 
ing in Afghanistan, arresting three Pakista- 
ni and accusing them of spying, and finally, 
the Afghan acting Foreign Minister Abdul 
Rahim Ghafoorzai uriting two leners dated 
September 10 and J 4 to the UN Securit)- 
Council alleging Pakistan's interference in 
Afghanistan's internal affairs and demand- 
ing a fact-finding mission and a formal 



Secunty Council meeung to consider this. 
The letters have .so far be^en ignor-d by the 
Security Council. 

And as things are goinc. thev are unlikely 
to ease up. In fact, these^attacks are certain 
to intensify when Pakistan actually an- 
nounces the withdrawal of facilities asprpm- 
ised the Foreign Secretary. 

In such a scenario, is it prudent and prag- 
matic to keep on travelling on the path of 
caution and neutrality? Is it wise to continue 
harping on the impartiality theme wbm 
are getting nothing in remm but more scorn 



ana contempt? ~ . 

One can under- 
stand the compul- 
sions of diplomacy. 
One can understand 
Pakistan's difficulty 
in changing its stance 
overnight. One can 
also understand the 
careful ' choice of 
words being used by 
people like the For- 
eign Secretary about 




New book on stamps: 



the Kabu 
However, what can 
not be forgiven is 
short-sightedness 
and extreme inaction 
in face of mounting 
hostility 



At this point, two 
things can be hap- 
pening: First, that 
Pakistan's actions 
are actually match- 
ing its words; that Pa- 
kistan is really re- ? 
maining neutral and 
not just saying it. Second, that while deciar-, 
ing neutrality. Pakistan is acting in self- 
interest and actually aiding the anti-Rabbani* 
forces. One may not be ui a position to say 
with coiifideiia& which option Pakistan has 
chosen, but one realy ho|jes that it is the 
latter. 

And if this is so. then Pakistan is finally 
doing what it should have staned a few 
mondis ago. Had Pakistan not cornered 
itself by repeatedly declaring strict neutral- 
ity, it would have been easier foriito justify 
the latter option at a laier stage^ However, 
that is now in the past and there is little use 
regretti»g the mist^. ^'hat counts now is 
that the policy of strict neutralit>' be shelved 
in favour of "positive indulgence" in Af- 
ghan affairs. ^ » 

Can anyone blame us? If tifere is any 
country .which needs stability in Afghani- 
Stan, it is Pakistan. A friemflygov^^mnentift 
Kabul is perhaps more important for Paki- 
stan than a friendly government in the Pun- 
jab; For tfte remd to thericbesoFCentral Asia 
does not pass through Punjab. Islamabad 
could not tolerate an unfriendly Watloo in 
Punjab and flexed its mu$cl« to get rid of 
him. It needs to do the sarnfe in Kibal, 
thouj^h for much more tioble irid irnportahf 
reasoris.'^In addition, wift "tf •h^)stilr'i&idia 
breathing down our neck, a friendly Af- 
ghanistan is a necessity because it provides 
Pakistan tvi^ the requisite depth. A two- 
front war has always been a nightmare for 
Pakistan, and remains so. Hence the impor- 
tance of politely obliterating Rabbani and 
Co. 

The coming days are crucial as they will 
decide who conu-ols Kabul. It is now that 
Pakistan needs to play its cards right. Half- 
hearted attempts will achieve httle because 
they will not affect the enemy and at the 
same tiMe tm M6sfy M&a^. Ifow that fit 
ante has been upped by Rabbani, we might 
as well go the whole way and at least enstirc 
that as and when a new government is 
formed in Ktbul, it owes us something. 

The Hatloti (Pakistan) 9/21 
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RECEWT PUBL1C^T1QI\15 



From E.J. Brill, 24 Hudson St. , 
Kinderhook, NY 12106: 

"Alexander the Great & Bactria^ 
The ■Iot:ma.tloa«k>f a Greek Frontier 
in Central Asia" by Frank L. Holt 
in CENTRAL ASIA, 1995. ISBN 90 
04 08612 9. , Paper. $32.50. 

"The Gardens of Timur: New Per- 
spectives" by Lisa Golombek in 
MUQARNAS (An Annual on Islamic Art 
& Architecture), Vol. 12, 1995. 
ISBN 90 04 10314 7. Cloth. $50.50, 



AFGHAHIST^^ IROM HOLY WAR TO €S¥IL 

%f dti-rier Rey, Princeton, 
Daf^lt iPtess, (B63t' 2202, Princeton, 
NJ 08543), 1995. 142 pp. Glossary, 
index. ISBN 0 87850 076 6. $24.95. 
The book is based on the inaugural 
Leon B. Poullada Memorial Lecture ■< 
Series held in Princeton two years 
ago. 

Publications listed in the AlIG - 
Bulletin, September 1995: 

POLITICAL MOBILIZATION AMONG THE 
HAZARA OF AFGHANISTAN: 1978-1992 
by Kristian Berg Harpviken, Univ. 

Osio, Dept. of Sociology, Oslo 
1995. 14'9 pp.+ maps. 

AFGHAN NOMADS IN TRANSITION: -A 
CENTtfif OF GHillfGE' AMONG THE ZALA 
khan" t0l by Gom Pederson, Thames 
& Hudson, London, 1994. 266 pp'. 

AIDING AFGHANISTAN: THE BACKGIOSND 
& PROSPECTS FOR RECONSTRUCTION IN A 
FRAGMENTED S€CiETY by Asger 
Chrigt^ha^Q? Nordic Inst, of Asian 
Studies i Gopenhagen, 1995. 170 pp. 

AFGHAN REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN & THE 
ISSUE OF REPATRIATION by Clare 
Maycock, Univ. College, Swansea, 
1944. 72 pp. 

SHEKOOFEH BAHAR by Bahar Sayed 
Elhan,. Int'l Center for Cultural 
Exchange:, p.o. Box 94678, Pasadena 
CA 9110 9. This one comes with a tape, 



VOICE OF THE fATlON, All Itidtpendent & 
Nonpartisan Weekly Publication In Defence 
of Unity, liberty, Independence, & 
Democracy in Afghanistan, has been 
established by M. Daud Yaar , P.O. Box 
540, Concord, CA 94522. A 6-month 
subscription is $25. 



YOUNGHUSBAND, 
THE LAST GREAT 

IMPE&iAL : , 
ADVENTURER by 
Patrick French, 
;NY, Harper 
Collin^,, 1995. 
440 pp'.V $30. 




Eileeo Youngtmsband Collection 



SOWJETISCHE GEHEIMDOKUMENTE ZUM 
riSJ-^KRIEG (1978 - X991) . 
~LC Studlen Bamci.®*. I>i©rre 
Allan, et al., eds . Zurich: 
Hoch-schulverlag AG an der ETH, 
1995. 801 pp. Fifty-five newly- 
released Soviet documents related 
to the war ■iip-.Jk.f5gitafii.#t*ii'-^ ■'®>#i%#d'; 
by a groupof Swiss scholars. 
Issued in cooperation with MGIMO 
University, Moscow. Original 
documents in Russian, with trans - 

iiit£«dsd«ction in English. 

Most of the documents come 
from the Politburo level, 
including minutes of Politburo 
meetings. The first group 
consists of iteite pertaining to 
the Soviet-Afghan relationship 
and the invasion (1978 - early 
1980); the second includes 
assessments artd decisions during 
the war (1980 - 1989); ttie ttiicd 
deals with the period between the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops and 
the disintegration of the USSR 
(1989 « August 1991 ) . 

Peace Corps Afghanistan GROUP III 
NEWSLETTER, a 97-page publication 
compiled by Bennis & Susan Aronson, 9025 
Chantel Way, Sacramento, CA 95829-1717. 
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OBITUARIES 



Famous Afghan diplomat dies 

Abdur Rahman Pazhwak, a poet and former Afghan diplomat, diexi in Peshawar on June 8 
aged 78. 

His body was taken to Nangarhar Province and was buried in his ancestral graveyard in 
Surkhroad District. 

Pazhwak served as the Permanent Representative of Afghanistan at the UN for many years 
during the reign of the former king. He had also served as the chairman of the General Assembly. 
Pazhwak was a poet in Dari and Pushtu languages and was the author of many books and articles. 
After the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, he came to live in Pakistan but the Government of 
Pakistan put him under house arrest which lasted for several months. 

Pazhwak was a outspoken critical of Pakistan and continually raised the issue of Pashtunistan 
at the UN. He was put under house arrest because of the position took on the Durand line and 
Pashtunistan at the UN. After leaving Pakistan, he lived in the United States of America. 

AFGHANews, Vol. 11, #7, June 1995 



Herbert Penzl 

A memorial service will be held 
October 10 for Herbert Penzl, a 
noted scholar of German language 
and linguistics at the University of 
California at Berkeley. He died of 
cancer at Kaiser Hospital in Oak- 
land on September 1, the day be- 
fore his 86th birthday. 

Born in Neuf elden, Austria, Dr. 
Penzl earned a doctorate at the 
University of Vienna and emigrat- 
ed to the United States in 1936. He 
became a naturalized citizen in 
1944 and served in the U.S. Army 
during World War II. 

Beginning in 1938 at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois at Urbana, Dr. 
Penzl fashioned a distinguished ca- 
reer in education took him to 
prominent universities around 
this country and abroad for more 
than half a century — including 
Kabul, Afghanistan; Canberra, 
Australia; Vienna, Austria; Mu- 
nich, Germanytand more. From 
1963 until his31^th, he was a pro- 
fessor of Ger j^agic philology at UC 
Berkeley. 



Dr. Penzl was the author of 
more than a dozen scholarly 
tomes, including a reader and a 
grammar book of the Pashto 
tongue of Afghani nomads, and of 
hundreds of articles and reviews 
in professional journals. 

He was a Guggenheim fellow in 
1967 and was the recipient of a Ful- 
bright Award to Germany in 1982- 
83. 

He belonged to the Modern 
Language Association, the Ameri- 
can Dialect Society, the Society for 
Germanic Philology and the Socie- 
tas Linguistica Europaea. In 1991 
he was made an Honorary Member 
of the Austrian Academy of Sci- 
ence and Arts. 

He is survived by his wife of 45 
years, Vera Penzl. 

The memorial service will be 
held from 4 to 6 p.m. at UC Berke- 
ley's Alumni House. 

Contributions are requested to 
the donors* favorite charities. 

— Calvin Ahlgren 



San Francisco Chronicle 9/12 



Recent Publications - continued 



"Genocide in Afghanistan, 1978 - 1992" by Rosanne Klass 
in THE WIDENING CIRCLE OF GENOCIDE, edited by Israel 
W. Charney. Vol. 3 in the series "Genocide: A Critical 
Bibliographical Review," New Brunswick 8l London, Trans- 
action Publishers/Rutgers Univ. Press. 1994. 

REMINISCENCES OF MY FOUR DECADES OF DIPLOMATIC LIFE IN 
THE SERVICE OF AFGHANISTAN & THE WORLD AT LARGE by 
Abdul H. Tabibi, Geneva, 1995. $45. 




Henry 0. Selz, 72; 
Aided Refugees 
Around the World 

By ROBERT McG. THOMAS Jr. 

Henry O. Selz, who spent his life 
providing food, medicine and other 
help to international refugees from 
war, famine or poverty, died on Oct. 
10 when a car he was driving struck 
a pole on a highway near his home in 
Fairhaven, Mass. He was 72 and also 
had homes in India and Cyprus. 

The police in Fairhaven speculat- 
ed that Mr. Selz might have been 
blinded by the setting sun. They said 
on Saturday that an autopsy had 
been unable to determine whether he 
had suffered a heart attack while 
driving. The accident also killed a 
passenger in his car, Euphemia Con- 
nal, a friend who had been visiting 
him from Cyprus. 

A nephew, Christopher Selz of Pa- 
lantine. 111., said notice of his uncle's 
death had been delayed, pending the 
completion of arrangements for a 
memorial service in New Bedford, 
Mass., on Nov. 4. 

A Quaker, Mr. Selz turned his reli- 
gious principles into a career as a 
professional relief administrator, 
primarily in the developing world. 
He worked at various times with 
CARE, as director of operations in 
Guatemala, Pakistan, Iran, Turkey, 
Kenya, Yugoslavia and Sri Lanka; 
with the United States Foreign Aid 
Program in Afghanistan and Paki- 
stan; with the American Friends 
Service Committee in India; with 
American Near East Refugee Aid on 
the West Bank, and, more recently, 
with British and American Quaker 
agencies in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Mr. Selz, who was born in Evans- 
ton, 111., attended Northwestern Uni- 
versity, but he left college during 
World War II to work as a volunteer 
ambulance driver with the Ameri- 
can Field Service in North Africa. 
Later, he aided wartime relief ef^ 
forts in Italy, France and Pakistan. 

After graduating from Harvard in 
1948, he began his career by assist- 
ing refugees during the partition of 
India and Pakistan. 

Mr. Selz, whose Indian-born wife. 
Swam, died many years ago, leaves 
no immediate survivors. 

10/23 NYT 
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of the Pakistan government to mo- 
bilise its resources to feed the 
refugees. Tlie United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (IJI^HCR) 
has already reduced the assistance 
for its refugee projects to only $4.7 
million, which is just 10 per cent of 
the assistance being provided until 
1990-91. 



kicked off 15 years ago and has so 
far cost US $1.4 billion. 

The WFP is cuttmg off it.s wheat 
and edible oil supply for refugees 
since it believes the Afghans and 
their families residing in Pakistan 
can survi^ without any assistance 
as they are engaged in various em- 
ployment. 

It will now be the responsibility 

9/4 - Washington Post - Taliban captured Shindand air 
base and headed for Herat. DoatUm's forces reportedly 
bombed the base, as well as Herat city. A spokesman for 
Dostum said a 5-party opposition Supreme Council had is- 
sued a warning that any cargo or passenger flight into 
Afghanistan should first seek the Council's permission. 
He also said that about 15 flights were arriving in 
Kabul daily with ammunition for Rabbani's forces. 

THE MUSLIM iVIonaay, September 4, 'i ' 



9/7 - News - Taliban 
tured Ghor 



cap- 
last week; its 



News - Some 2500 battle-hardened 



Panjsheris were flown to Hefat to help 
Ismail Khan fight Taliban. 

9/6 - NYT - Taliban captured Herat. 
Gov't forces Sf provincial leaders 
fled without putting up a fight. 
Taliban established a new gov't & 
declared a 3-day holiday. The September 
issue of ACBAR News Bulletin reported 
that with the capture of Herat, Taliban 
now controls 14 of 32 provinces in Af- 
ghanistan. 

In the same issue: Iran issued a 
warning to Taliban to steer clear 
of border regions with Iran. 
Rabbani complained to the UN of alleged 
Pakistani interference in the fall of 
Herat . 



Ghor's fall 
elimination 
& its ally. 




9/8 - Frontier 
Post^ 



capital Chagcharan also fell 
without any resistance. 

completed the 
of Rabbani gov'ts 
Ismail Khan, from 
Western Afghanistan. The 
Taliban took Far ah, Nimruz, 4» 
Herat & Ghor; Dostum got 
Badghis, bringing his total 
controi to 7 provinces. The 
Rabbani gov't controls only 
5 provinces & Kabul city. 
- NYT - Several thousand 
demonstrators raided the 
Pakistani Embassy in Kabul, 
killing 2 & injuring 25 
others including the ambas- 
sador. From the LAT: 

Witnesses said buses dropped off 
thousands of demonstrators, ara^d 
with sticks and steel rods, outside 
the sprawling diplomatic com- 
pound in southern Kabul. 

Shouting "Death to Pakistan and 
Death to [I^Mife HHi^^ mmiAf 
Bhutto," they set fire to several 
buildings on the compound, de- 
stroying most of them, a spokes - 
maxi for the Afghan Defei^e Minis- 
try said. 

Elarly today, Pakistan evacuated 
its staff from the embassy. 

The attack came one day aftfer 
Afghan President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani accused Pakistan of back- 
ing Taliban guerrillas who cap- 
tured the strategic western city of 
Herat and a nearby government air 
force base. Pakistan has denied 
involvement in the offensive. 



(See pps. 19 & 21) 
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9/11 - Int'l Herald Tribune - The 
Pakistan Embassy in Kabul will stay 
closed until its security can be 
guaranteed, the Pakistani Prime 
Minister said. 

- News -** Radio Kabul starts propa- 
ganda against Pakistan;"" 



9/21 - 
5 days 
Kabul . 



PESHAWAR: Radio Kabul, wWch is 
controlled by the Rabbani govern- 
ment, has started a vicious anti- 
Pakistan propaganda in the wake 
of the burning of the Pakistani em- 
bassy in tlie Afghan capital. , 

On Saturday and Sunday, the 
radio heaped blame on 
Afghanistan's problems on Pak- 
istan and accused it of blatant in- 
terference in Afghan affairs. It in 
particular accused Islamabad of 
supporting the Taliban in their re- 



cent successful military campaign 
in western Afghanistan and their 
capture of Sieendhand airbase and 
Herat. 

It was after a three and a half 
year break that Kabul Radio was 
talking in the same language in 
which the former commumst 
regime in Kabul used to criticise 
Pakistan for backing the Afghan 
ihiyahideen. But instead of the mu- 
jahideen, Pakistan was now being 
charged with helping the Taliban. 



9/12 - Int'l Herald Tribune - UN envoy 
Mestiri pli;nLS to resume his peace mission 
in Afghanistan next week. He will be 
based in Jalalabad. 



9/17 - Frontier Post: 




9/19 - The Muslim: (See 9/21^ 




Frontier Post - Taliban gave Rabbani 
to surrender or face an attack on 

Pro-Rabbani security forces, under the overall 
command of ex-defence minister Ahmad Shah 

Masood, have been braced for a Taliban offensive 
from the direction of Maidah Shahr, 40 kilometres 
(25 miles) west of Kabul, for a v^eek now. 
I "Rabbani and Masood should peacefully give up 
/power and leave Kabul," said Mullah Klishr, a former 
I mujahedeen commander from. Uruzgan province 
whose real name is' Mullah Abdul Qayum. 
1 He said Masood could retire to the Panjsher valley 
land Rabbani to his naDve province of northeastern 
'i^adakhshan, but neither should leave the country. 

Despite the fighting — and the fact that fuel for 
Kabul IS blockaded by the Taliban — there was brisk 
traffic in merchant -trucks -travelling to and from the 
capital, bringing wheat flour in and oinions out. 

Although a Taliban "attack on Kabul was in- 
evitable" Mullah Mishr offered the concession, that .. 
the five-day ultimatum might be extended under 
special circumstances ' 

"If we extend it, it would be for the sake of the 
people and to avoid bloodshed," he said'. ' 1 i 

While leaving ajar the door to a diplomatic solu- 
tion to the Taliban's fight for control m the courir.ry, 
the group does not expect a visit by UN special 
peace envoy Mahmud Mestiri to bear fruit. 

The UN envoy arrived in Kabul Tuesday on a 
day's visit after a break of six months in his peace 
efforts. ■■ . " 

The envoy told reporters here that he was bring- 
ing no new peace proposals. 

"I have no specihc programme but I have some 
new ideas," Mestiri said before his talks with 
^President Rabbani and other Afghan 
leaders."Mestiri is of no use anymore. VVe gave him 
a lot of authority but he failed to' do anything," 
^Mullah Mishr stated. 

Mestiri said he would meet Taliban leaders later 
and also hold talks with Rabbani 's rival general 
Abdul Rashid Dostam who cofftrois smeml northern 
provinces. 

9/22 - Muslim World Monitor: 

From a letter to the editor: The 

United States hm teen able to dis- 
unite Afghanistan through its Paki- 
stani proxies, and the Muslim World, 
which had invested so much hope in 
Afghanistan, has become the victim, 
after, of course, the Afghan people 
whose hopes for freedom, petce and 
justice, have hem crashed % fee 
continuing interference of interna- 
tional political players, 
Sajid Khan 



(Sige cartoons on next page) 



9/20 - (We regress) - The Muslim (top) & 
Frontier Post: 




9/23 - ACBAR News Summary (September) -France said 
it will pull its top diplomats out of Kabul & the 
Embassy recommended that all Europeans leave Af- 
ghanistan temporarily. 

9/25 - ACBAR News Summary (Sept.) - A UN military 
plane brought $327 3^000 worth of humanitarian aid 
supplies for Afghan refugees in Pakistan & for 
those displaced inside Afghanistan. 

10/1 - ACBAR News Summary (October) - Taliban 
launched attacks on gov't forces at Maidan Shahr & 
Paghman. UN Special Envoy Mestiri went to Kabul 
to try to arrange a cease-fire. 



10/2 - ACBAR News Summary (Oct.) - 
Rabbani agreed to a cease-fire; 
Taliban did not, th« letter 
calling it an excuse for. Rabbani 
to hold onto power. ♦ 

10/3 - AGBiR News Summary (Oct) - 
Gov'\4: forces claimed tq have 
capttired Sangcharak in Jatizjan. ' 

10/6 - Muslim World Monitor - 
Pakistan ordered Sayyaf's Islamic 
University xti Be^hawar to close. 

A 

Pakistani official denied that the 
closure was linked to the current 
poor state of ties between the two 

countries or was an act of retaHation 
for the sacking and burning of the 
PaMstani embi^ Kabul. 

"It is an ongoi^ ^oeess," said 
a Pakistani official, adding that there 
was no justification for the univer- 
sity to continue being located in 
Pakistan. "They should go to 
Kabal," said the official. 

The university was established 
by the Ittehad-i-lslami party of 
Abdun-ab Rasul Sayyaf, a close ally 
of Rabbani, in 1985 at the height of 
the Afghan war against the Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan when 
milliofls of Afghan refugees as well 
as the leadership of the Afghan re- 
sistance was based in Peshawar. The 
university had eight faculties and 
over 2,300 stud^ats. 

10 /§ ^ M^MM News f ^fflmary (Oc t . ) - 
Taliban announced it would 
release all the priscpers of 
Hezb-i-Wahdat & appoint a 
commission to look into the 
killing of Abdul Ali Mazari. 

10/10 - Washington Post - Paki- 
stan expelled Masood Khalili, a 
special envoy of Rabbani, & 
terminated his visa. Last 
month Pakistan kicked out 13 
other Afghan diplomats after * 
the attack on Pakistan's Kabul 
Emit assy. 

10/12 - NYT - Taliban captured 
a base at Charasyab before 
being stopped by Rabbani 's 
forces. 
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10/15 - Washington Post - Fighting 
escalated around Kabul yesterday. 

Thousands of civilians stxeamed out ot liaDul's 
southern suburb of Chitettomi with bd(mipgs on 
handcarts or bicycles or in heavily laden cars lo 
safety in other parts of the dty. 

Official Kabul radio said forces loyal to President i 
Burhanuddin Rabbani had retaken the western city 
of Herat from the Taliban after a "popular uprising." 

But a Taliban leader in the Pakistani city of Quet- 
ta denied that any fighting had taken place in Herat 
and said the dty ismaiaed firmly under the Islamic 
militia's control. 

The Taliban accused Iran of allowing its border to 
be used for an incursion into western Afghanistan. 

A spokesman for Taliban leader M^iah Moham- 
med <ter said intruders had crc^^ the Iranian 
border at the Islam Qala crossing, opened fire and 
fled back into Inin. 

- Frontier Post: 



10/22 - News - Ex-king Zahir Shah 
Abdul Wall are expected to arrive 
the next two weeks . 



m 



Syed I lamed Gilani, deputy leader 
of the royalist National Istaie Front 
of Afghanistan (NIFA) when ap- 
proached for comments confirmed 
the visit but was not sure about the 
date. A knowledgeable source said 
the royal duo are likely to arrive m Is- 



& Sardar 
in Pakistan 



THE MUSLIM 



October 23, 1995 





10/18 - Frontier Post - Forces of Hezb-i- 
Wahdat, led by Karim Khalili, captured 
Bamyan City. 

10/19 - News - Afghanistan is expected to 
produce about 2,400 tons of opium this year, 
compared to an estimated 3,146 tons grown 
last year. No reason for the drop was given. 
About 80% of the crop will end up on the 
streets of Europe as brown powder heroin. 



10/20 - Frontier Post : 

PESHAWAR —"The court of a 
local magistrate sent Thursday 
two Afghan girls r©co¥©r@d by 
Peshawar CIA from a brothel on 
Dalazak Road, to Darul Aman. 

According to the details the 
raid was conducted after the CIA 
DSP received numerous com- 
plaints about the running of a 
brothel house at Dalazak road 
near Afghan Colony, an area with- 



in the jurisdiction of FaQirabad 
police station. During the raid the 
CIA officials recovered two girls, 
Farzana, 22, and Basmeena. 10. 
Three persons Tore, Zakir and 
Fazle Ghani were also arrested on 
the spot. 

Basmeena told the police that 
Zakir had married her some time 
back. She said that Tore kid- 
napped her from Afghanistan and 
later kept her at the house of 



lamabad either towards the end of 
tills month or early November. He 
i^d tlie visit of the ex-monarch would 
follow shortly after the arrival of his 
son-in-law Sardar Abdul Wah m Pak- 
istan. 

Gilani said ft was eiitfrely on the 
init,iaiave ©f his fs^er ««d MPA leader 
Fir Syed Gilani who recently imder- 
took a visit to Rome and met Zaliir 
Shah to brief hun on the critical situ- 
ation m Afglianfetan. / 

*fhg Mftg *as convinced by the 
arguments and realised that it was 
time for liim to play his role in evolv- 
mg a future system that would bring 
peace and prosperity to Afghamstan", 
Gilani said. "We hope that not only 
Gen. Wali would come but the old 
man should also come", he said. 

Wl\en asked about t*akistan's 
stand vis-a-vis the kings would-be 
first visit, the NIFA's deputy leader 
<va^'lio{)ef'jl OV^t'Islaifiabad w'oiild re- 
spond positively to any mitiative that 
would bring forth a viable "system", 
put an end to iit iwteednt war and 
preserve the mtegrfty cf ^j^mnistan . 
A credible source, however, said Gi- 
lani's initiative had the full backing of 
. the Pakistani government. 

I The battle for Kabul began again 
I at the end of October. It's back 
to bombs, rockets, casualties & 
more refugees. 

Fazle Ghani. She further said that 
after marrying Zakir, his first wife 
started taking her to a number of 
places in Hayatabad and 
Peshawar Cantonment areas for 
prostitution. 
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HOPE, CONFUSION, ANXIETY 



An article written by Nancy Hatch Dupree for the FORUM and for AFGHANISTAN NYTT, 
a publication of the Swedish Committee for Afghanistan. 

Recent events culminating with the reappearance of the Taliban on the outskirts of 
Kabul in October have been bewildering... It is not my intention here to untangle 
the complexities of military engagements & bizarre political alliances or unravel 
the ideological conundrums or plumb the murky depths of alleged int'l interference 
or analyze the peace brokering. I touch only on a few selected aspects of the 
latest crescendo of uncertainty. 

When the Taliban entered the fray one year ago they were regarded by most with 
amused skepticism. What was this movement of religious students brought up in 
Pakistan's aggressively conservative Jamiat Ulema-e Islam madrassas? It is a 
movement dominated by Pushtun, headquartered in Kandahar. This pleases those 
Pushtun who resent the Tajik dominance at Kabul. Others, when not hostile, are 
ambivalent. Still, it is impossible to ignore the meteoric, almost unchallenged, 
takeover of 14 of Afghanistan's 32 provinces. And deeds match many pronouncements. 
The Taliban are committed to the establishment of a "pure" Islamic State free of 
corruption and, indeed, in areas under their control, highways once beset by armed 
groups are now secure, exorbitant arbitrary road taxes have been eliminated, 
rapacious commanders no longer command, sexual exploitation of girls & young boys 
has been curtailed, private property is respected, avaricious shopkeepers are 
disciplined & illicit drug crops destroyed. Not even their detractors deny them 
these accomplishments. Strong religious sentiments animate the minds of the Afghans 
& they are captivated; foreigners report that working with the Taliban is far 
easier than it was under their grasping, overbearing predecessors. 

Thus, the Taliban presently have many admirers in Peshawar. Even those whose 
support is tempered with reservations welcome the thought of change because the 
incumbent leadership, by their protracted struggles for power & profit, by their 
promotion of self & their limitless pursuit of money, have forfeited the trust they 
once enjoyed. "The people are so tired they don't care who is in charge; they 
just want peace," said a friend commenting on the mood in Herat which mirrors that 
in Peshawar. 

Implicit in this attitude is the unvoiced hope that reservations can be sorted out 
later. History has proved this to be a dangerous assumption. Hitler's Germany is 
an example. Uppermost among many reservations is the concern over restrictive 
attitudes toward women. The flag of women's chasteness is often hoisted to prove 
the superior Muslimness of would-be leaders. Accordingly, the Taliban tend to close 
girls schools & proscribe women's activities when they gain control. This has 
attracted much publicity. Not so widely reported, however, are the numbers of 
girls' schools that remained open or have reopened, & the fact that women still work 
in hospitals with numerous NGO programs. This October, a 1-year female nursing 
course with 20 high school graduates opened in Kandahar. When UNICEF suspended 
some education programs in November, they did so only in those areas where dis- 
crimination against girls existed. What this tells us is that some Taliban are 
moderate & can be reasoned with, while others cannot. In short, the movement has 
no coordinated policy or universally recognized structures of command. This 
creates confusion, although there is little confusion in the minds of women - 
especially those in Kabul. As one friend remarked in October as Taliban rockets 
boomed in the background, "If the men won't fight against them, we will." 
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Further indication of administrative indecisiveness worries those NGOs which have 
been handed sets of regulations by various Taliban authorities. One clause stipu- 
lates that NGOs undertake only projects approved or selected by the Taliban. 
Another, reflecting, I suspect, the perception that all NGOs are nests of cor- 
ruption, requires that Taliban be employed "for the control & supervision" of each 
project. These demands are unacceptable to the NGOs, but frequently amicable 
solutions are found by simply explaining the objectives. Elsewhere, however, 
local authorities plead ignorance & must refer to Kandahar. Interestingly, at a 
meeting in September the Peshawar NGO community rejected another in a long 
series of Protocols presented by the Kabul Gov't. Clearly, all sides need to be 
better informed of the complementary nature of NGOs. 

Acts committed for the purpose of enforcing the Shariah, including public executions 
for murder, stoning for adultery, amputation of hands & feet for theft, & banning 
sports & games like chess, raise fears that the Taliban intend to impose a regi- 
mented puritan society on moderate Afghanistan. "They will tie us to the tails of 
a donkey & drag the country back 700 years," said one academic. 

So, as time passes & exposure to the Taliban increases, nagging questions arise 
concerning their ability to rule. The movement suffers from the absence of both 
educated political leaders & trained professionals. They are equally overstretched 
militarily & must depend on disaffected commanders whose long-term loyalties are 
suspect. Others in their fragile alliances distrust their rigid orthodoxy. Their 
harsh treatment of minorities undermines their claim that the movement encompasses 
all true believers & this further precludes a favorable consensus, while their 
standing among the Pushtun elite is by no meafts high. Elsewhere, other nations 
watch, worry about Islamic ^militancy, & concoct their own agendas. Even if Kabul 
falls - but the confidence of its defenders indicates this is dubious - stability 
& peace will be elusive for some time. 



Taliban claim tiring 
six missiles on 




According to Taliban sources, Iran 
had also ordered one Armed Division 
and another Infentary Division to be 
deployed along the Afghan border. 
However, it is mil ikely that these troops 
would be physically employed for 
operations against Taliban. A Taliban 
leader on condition ol anonymily said 
pro-Rabbani elements and members 
of Iranian Revolutionary Guards un- 
dergoing joint training at various train- 
ing camps located along the border or 
expected launch another attack within 
next week. Reports indicate increased 
activities in Iranian areas opposite 
Herat and Shindand and attack on 
these two locations appear imminent. 



ed al Mashhad, Birjand and Zahidan. 
It is further learnt that each of these 
sectors would have aroinid 6D()() troops 
of disciplinary forces under its com- 
mand. 




PESHAWAR - Taliban have 
claimed firing al least six missiles 
against military academy of Kabul 
which killed at least ci^hl people and 
injured 15. 



From Our Correspondent 



KABUL: Rebel gunmen from the TaU 
iban Islamic militia pounded the 
Afghan capital with artillery fire 
Wednesday, killing four people and 
wounding at least nine others, gov- 
ernment officials said. 



Abdul Ghaloor, a spokesman of 
Taliban in Peshawar told The Nation 
on telephone that Taliban, who are 
holding strong positions on surround- 
ing hills of the Aflhan Capital, have 
fned six missiles against the military 
academy. All missiles hit its targets 
which resulted killing to eight sol- 
diers, loyal to President Rabbani and 
injured 15. 



NNl adds: l\iliban have accused 
that Iran has raised a special head- 
quarters at Tehran to coordinate the 
operations by pro- Rabbani forces from 
Iran's eastern border towards Nim- 
roze and Herat. It has been further 
alleged that the headquarters which 
has been code-named *'Mahbat" would 
have three-sector headquarters locat- 



Some other reports also confirm 
that around 2000-3000 people have 
been undergoing training in Zabul 
province of Iran to launch an operation 
in Nimroze province of Afghanistan. 
Similarly a number of small scale 
skirmishes have already taken place 
during the last few days. 



The attack came amid a new 
threat against the capital Kabul by a 
second guerrilla faction based hi 
northern Afghanistan. Rebel leader 
Rashid Dostam said his forces would 
converge on the capital m a coordi- 
nated attack in two weeks if a viable 
peace formula was not put into 
place. The capital is akeady under 
siege by Taliban gunmen positioned 
along the southern outskirts of the 
city. 
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The Taliban on Wednesday morn- 
ing launched at least seven 152 mil- 
limeter artillery rounds into central 
Kabul's Pul-e-Mohammed Klian dis- 
trict close to the Defense Ministry 
building and Presidential Palace, the 
government said, x - ^ 
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